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What is GeoBase?

GeoBase is a federal, provincial and territorial government initiative that is overseen by the Canadian Council on Geomatics (CCOG). It is undertaken to ensure the provision of, and access to, a common, up-to-date and maintained base of quality geospatial data for all of Canada. Through GeoBase, users with an interest in the field of geomatics have access to quality geospatial information at no cost and with unrestricted use. More on GeoBase initiative.
Description

Land Cover information is the result of vectorization of raster thematic data originating from classified Landsat 5 and Landsat 7 ortho-images, for agricultural and forest areas of Canada, and for Northern Territories. The forest cover was produced by the Earth Observation for Sustainable Development (EOSD) project, an initiative of the Canadian Forest Service (CFS) with the collaboration of the Canadian Space Agency (CSA) and in partnership with the provincial and territorial governments. The agricultural coverage is produced by the National Land and Water Information Service (NLWIS) of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC). Northern Territories land cover was realized by the Canadian Centre of Remote Sensing (CCRS).

Land Cover data are classified according to a harmonized legend build from the partner's legends. This legend is principally based on the legend described in following publication: EOSD Land Cover Classification Legend Report, on which CFS and AAFC collaborated. Some classes related to Northern environments where added in order to meet the interpretation of the Northern land cover classification experts.

Land Cover vector data are closest as possible to the source (original raster data). Slight differences can occur because the raster data goes through a data portrayal before being vectorized in order to enhance visual representation such as minimum size, smoothness of polygons and geometry.

This product aims to offer a Canadian integrated Land Cover base produced from various available classified satellite data. The Land Cover base dating extended from 1996 to 2005 nevertheless 80% of the Land Cover base come from 1999 to 2001 defined by circa 2000.

For more detail on Land Cover data product development, please refer to GeoBase Land Cover Product User Needs Assessment [pdf 2.4 MB].

Because it was produced from classified imagery, Land Cover vector product is linked to a given thematic data accuracy related to classified images process. This means it is possible that entities may not represent the right classes, for instance, a wetland polygon may be overlapping an agricultural area, or a forest may be in reality a plain. These omission or commissions may either be temporal variations and/or classification errors.

The three sources of raster data are:

· Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC): Land Cover for Agricultural regions of Canada, circa 2000, available via the website Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC).

· Canada Center for Remote Sensing (CCRT): Circa - 2000 Northern Land Cover of Canada, available via the website GeoGratis.

· Canadian Forest Service (CFS): Earth Observation for Sustainable Development of Forests (EOSD) project, available via the NFIS website, click on 'Land Cover'.

Download Land Cover, Circa 2000 - Vector Fact Sheet [pdf 225 KB]

Documentation

Land Cover, Circa 2000 - Vector Data Product

· Land Cover, Circa 2000 - Vector, Data Product Specifications, Edition 1.0 [pdf 406 KB]

· Land Cover, Circa 2000 - Vector, Feature Catalogue, Edition 1.0 [pdf 75 KB]

· Land Cover, Circa 2000 - Vector, Product Distribution Formats, Edition 1.0 [pdf 50 KB]

· Land Cover, Circa 2000 - Vector, EOSD Land Cover Classification Legend Report, Version 2 [pdf 354 KB]

National Vector Data
· National Vector Data, Identification Rules, Edition 2.0 [pdf 63 KB]

Metadata

Metadata are provided with each dataset. Among other, the validity date and the planimetric accuracy are shown in this file.

Use and Restrictions

Use of the GeoBase data is subject to the Open Government Licence – Canada.

Data Formats
Land Cover vector datafiles are available in GML (Geography Markup Language) and ESRI Shapefile formats.

Editing or Viewing Free Software
It is possible to see data using free software, see the question ‘How can I open a raster or vector dataset if I do not have a GIS software? in the GeoGratis FAQ section.
User Guide

This section aims at facilitating and promoting the use and exploitation of Land Cover data. It includes a user guide to import a symbology to be use to better represent Land Cover data.

· Importing a symbology to a Land Cover dataset with ArcGIS. Guide to import, 2009-09-01 [pdf 842 Ko] 

This guide presents the methodology to import a symbology from a layer (.lyr) file to be applied to a Land Cover Dataset.

It is suggested to import the symbology of the following file [lyr 25 Ko]

Legend

This document offer a representation of the choice of the cover type used according to the data source as well as the color and the color code associate to it [pdf 33 Ko]

Data Discrepancies

This product is subject to Discrepancies processing provided by the Canada Centre for Mapping and Earth Observation from Natural Resources Canada. A discrepancy is defined as any deviation from the product's Standards and Specifications. You have any suggestions or comments regarding the Land Cover, circa 2000 product, please send it at: geoginfo@NRCan.gc.ca. You can also verify if they are discrepancies currently logged on the product.
Download datasets available
1,169 datasets available

In the GeoGratis search tool, insert, if you know, the location in the “Geographic Location” section, insert in the “Subject Keywords” section “land cover circa 2000”, click on “Data (vector, tabular, etc.) ”, and finally click on “Search”. You can reduce the number of products found by zooming on the map in the area of interest and click on the “Redo Search with Map Extent” option available under the map. You can also go directly to the list of datasets in the Land Cover, circa 2000-Vector GeoGratis API. Direct FTP link: Land Cover. For more information about the GeoGratis Search tool, see the question “How do I conduct a search in the GeoGratis tool?” in the GeoGratis FAQ.
View
Navigate through Toporama tool to create your own views of the data.
Contact us

For answers to technical questions, please consult the Frequently Asked Questions section. In addition, the content of metadata files delivered with digital data can provide answers to most of your questions.

If you do not find answers to your questions or to submit your comments, suggestions and ideas about GeoGratis. Please contact us using one of the methods below:

· By email at: geoginfo@nrcan.gc.ca
· By telephone: +01-819-564-4857 / 1-800-661-2638 (Canada and USA)
Service Standards

The service standards are guidelines intended to ensure a uniform service to our customers. Service must be fast, reliable and of quality. The service is examined and improved regularly, based on customers' feedback.

We are committed to:

· Answer to users during business hours: from 8:30 AM to 12:00 PM and from 1:00 PM to 4:30 PM (Eastern Time).

· Respond to inquiries within 2 working days. When applicable, follow up on request within the period agreed with the user.

· Insure the availability of our website 90% of the time on a monthly basis, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.[image: image2.png]



