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Population Distribution, 2006

Abstract

According to the 2006 census, the population of Canada was 31 612 897 on May 16,
2006. This map shows the population distribution, based on the population density
and the population counts of census dissemination blocks. A dissemination block is
generally an area the size of a city block bounded by intersecting streets. There are
478 831 blocks across Canada. In order to define the three population-distribution
classes, the blocks for all of Canada were ordered by their population density, from
highest to lowest. The population counts for each block were then used to determine
where 75 per cent of the population lived, where 24 per cent of the population lived,
and where less than 1 percent of the population lived.

The first class shows where 75 per cent of Canada's population lived in 2006. The
total population of this area was 23 709 745 and the total geographic area contained
in it was 8 020.77 square kilometres. The second class shows where 24 per cent of
Canada's population lived. The total population of this area was 7 587 017 and the
total geographic area contained in it was 489 888.76 square kilometres. Theses two
classes represent 99 per cent of Canada's population, in an area that represents only
5 per cent of the total geographic area of Canada.

The third class shows the remaining 1 per cent of Canada's population in 2006, who
lived in areas with the lowest dissemination-block population densities. The total
population of this area was 316 135 and the total geographic area contained in it was
9 058 317.25 square kilometres. The dissemination-block population density inside
this area varied from 1.2 persons per square kilometre to zero persons per square
kilometre.

A large percentage of Canada's population lives in urban areas: cities, towns, and
villages. Despite the large number of people in urban entities, the geographic areas
involved are actually quite small, especially when compared to the country’s total
area of 9 984 670 square kilometres.

Details of the settlement pattern within cities are also visible on this map. Large
commercial areas, airports, and large parks are not recorded on the census as
containing people. These areas are white on the map and the surrounding residential
areas are in red. Small towns or villages with sufficient population density appear as
very small red dots. Also, there are several large Indian reserves in Canada that
were incompletely enumerated in the 2006 census. They contain an undetermined
number of people not recorded in the population count.
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Definition of underlined term

Incompletely enumerated Indian reserves and Indian settlements: On some
Indian reserves and Indian settlements in the 2006 Census, enumeration was not
permitted or was interrupted before it could be completed. Moreover, for some
Indian reserves and Indian settlements, the quality of the enumeration was
considered inadequate. These geographic areas (a total of 22) are called
incompletely enumerated Indian reserves and Indian settlements. (Source: 2006
Census, Statistics Canada.)

Map Sources

Population Distribution, 2006
Statistics Canada. 2007. Dissemination Block Boundary Files. Statistics Canada
Catalogue no. 92-163-XWE.

Related Web sites (1999 - 2009)

Federal Government

Statistics Canada. 2006 Census. Analysis Series
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/as-sa/index-eng.cfm

This series, launched via The Daily for each of the eight major releases, includes a
number of comprehensive analytical articles which will supplement day of release
information. These catalogued articles provide an analytical perspective on 2006
Census topics.

Statistics Canada. 2006 Census Dictionary
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/ref/dict/index-eng.cfm

The 2006 Census Dictionary provides detailed definitions of the Census of Population
concepts, universes, variables and geographic terms, including historical information
to facilitate the comparison of variables between census years.

Statistics Canada. 2006 Census Highlight Tables
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/data/highlights/index.cfm

This page provides tables for population and dwelling counts; age and sex; families
and households; languages, immigration and citizenship; Aboriginal peoples; labour,
language used at work, place of work, commuting to work, education; ethnic origin
and visible minorities; income, and earnings, and shelter costs. Available on each
official day of release, the tables will present information highlights by topic via key
indicators for various levels of geography.
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Statistics Canada. 2006 Census. Topic-based tabulations
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/data/topics/Index.cfm

This series of cross-tabulations presents a portrait of Canada based on the various
census topics. They range in complexity and are available for various levels of

geography.

Statistics Canada. 2006 Community Profiles
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/prof/92-591/index.cfm?Lang=E

These profiles present community-level information from the 2006 Census of
Population. Users can search for an area of interest using the search engine provided
in this site. Users can access data on population and dwellings, age, marital status,
families, income, languages, immigration, education, labour force, income, and
more.

Statistics Canada. Learning Resources
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/edu/index-eng.htm

This page gives support material, such as data, reference material and lesson plans,
for teaching and learning in schools at elementary, secondary and postsecondary
levels.
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