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Territorial Evolution, 1880 
 

Abstract 
In 1880, Canada acquires title to the Arctic Islands that become part of the 
Northwest Territories. Canada’s long and diversified settlement history is reflected in 
the two distinct patterns of boundaries that differentiate between eastern and 
western Canada. The eastern boundaries closely conform to natural features such as 
drainage basins, while the boundaries of western and northern Canada reflect the 
administrative organisation of these lands by, first, the Hudson’s Bay Company and 
later the Government of Canada. 
 

 
 

Canada 
 
When Canada took over the Northwest Territories, they included the continental 
territories whose waters flowed into the Arctic and Pacific Oceans. On July 31, 1880, 
an Imperial Order in Council transferred to Canada all of the British territories and 
possessions left in North America (except for the colony of Newfoundland), and also 
the islands next to these territories and possessions. This document transferred the 
Arctic Islands to Canada, but it did not describe the territory added to Canada or its 
boundaries.  
 
 

 
Figure 1: Photograph of the Arrival of the Supply Ship at York Factory 
Source: Tyrrell, J.B., 1880. Geological Survey of Canada.  
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Animation of the territorial evolution of Canada from 1867 to 1999 
 
The animation, Territorial Evolution 1867 to 1999_e.gif is located in the animated gif 
folder.  
 
 

 
 
Canada’s boundaries are dynamic political structures that reflect the changing 
political, economic and cultural conditions of the country through time. This 
animation shows sequentially the history of boundary changes in Canada from 
Confederation to the creation of Nunavut. 
 
 

 

Map Sources 
 
Provinces and British Possessions, 1867  
Geomatics Canada. 1995. Territorial evolution of Canada [CD-ROM].  
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The National Archives of Canada authorizes the disposal of records by federal 
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