NATIVE PEOPLES circa 1823

Canada—Native Peoples 1823 depicts an early nineteenth century European view of Canada’s
indigenous population. It is the third in a series of maps designed to portray the changing
distribution of Canada’s indigenous population. The year 1823 was selected for this map
because unusually complete population and locational data are available for a large part
of Canada from a census ordered by the Governor and Committee of the Hudson's Bay
Company in 1822.

In the early 1820's the native population of what is now Canada stood at about 150,000, a
significant drop from the 200,000 estimated for the 1740's, and 250,000 estimated for the
early 1630’s. Up to the late 18th century this decline was largely due to epidemic diseases
and to a lesser extent warfare. As the 19th century progressed, disease continued to take
a dreadful toll across Canada, but starvation increasingly manifested itself in the eastern parts
of the country where the spread of European settlement, overhunting and overtrapping were
changing the native subsistence base.

Through the European settled parts of Eastern Canada, natives lived in small groups, had
small families and lived on small parcels of land. On the east coast large game and fur bearers
had been destroyed and traditional native seasonal movements to alternative resources had
been disrupted by European settlement. With few exceptions, natives were destitute and
confined to reserves or to undesirable areas where the transition to agriculture was difficult,
especially for a people who had no prior experience in such a spatially restrictive way of life.
Winter starvation and freezing were common because game animals, the traditional source
for winter food and clothing, were gone. Cut off from coastal resources through European
settlement, and decimated by disease and hostile encounters with settlers, the Beothuk of
Newfoundland were nearing extinction.

Along the St. Lawrence River, in the settled parts of Lower Canada, native conditions were
marginally better than those in the Maritimes because most groups practiced some agriculture.
In contrast to the St. Lawrence lowlands and the Maritimes, where native groups were of similar
linguistic origin and had lived in these areas for hundreds of years, in southern Ontario all
but the Ojibwa groups and some of the Ottawa and Wyandot, were refugees from the United
States. The most complex of the Upper Canada settlements was the Six Nations Reserve which
contained fragments of what had once been nine distinct societies speaking three different
languages and a number of dialects. Among their many problems, these groups also had to
develop social and political institutions that would permit them to live together with a minimum
of strife. Most of the southern Ontario groups were traditionally agriculturalists, but part of
their food quest, especially the part contributed by the men through hunting, fishing and trap-
ping, was gradually being curtailed by European settlement. The more mobile Algonquian groups
began to practice some agriculture, but, for the most part, still moved seasonally north of the
settled areas for fishing and hunting.

Still masters of their land, the Algonquian groups of northern Ontario and Quebec had been
involved in the fur economy for over 200 years. By the 19th century, fur and game exhaustion
were creating severe winter food shortages. In central Quebec, seasonal movements were
undertaken to northern caribou grounds, and in both areas natives turned increasingly to small
game. This change in the resource base required that winter hunting groups become smaller
and operate in greater isolation from each other. Along the international border, west of Lake
Superior, the Ojibwa were expanding along the fringe of the forest toward the large game
resources of the grasslands, a movement fiercely resisted by the Dakota.

In the western interior, food animals were still plentiful on the prairie (bison, elk, pronghorn
antelope) and the tundra (caribou), while on the prairie edge and in the northern woodlands
overhunting was beginning to cause a decline in bison, moose and caribou. Beaver stocks
were dangerously low everywhere except in the Athabasca country. Cree-Assiniboin expan-
sion along the northwestern edges of the prairies and into the headwaters of the Athabasca
River caused some population dislocations of resident Athapaskan speakers, but their increas-
ingly longer movements into the grasslands for bison, brought them into frequent and often
bloody contact with the fiercely independent Blackfoot. Although the plains groups had been
subject to a variety of epidemic diseases, their populations were still resilient enough to recover
and their social institutions strong enough to combine a traditional way of life with a trade
based on hides, grease and pemmican.

By the late 18th century, trapping had become an important activity among the more southern
Athapaskan groups, and by the 19th century, among the groups along the Mackenzie River.
Northwest of this area into what is now the Yukon Territory, native inhabitants were still out-
side direct European contact. Throughout the country of the Athapaskans, all native groups
followed a fairly traditional way of life based on hunting (principally caribou) and fishing, to
which trapping had been added as part of the normal seasonal cycle.

On the west coast and the intermontane area, European contact was relatively recent. The
lucrative trade in the sea otter pelts had all but disappeared as the animal had been hunted
to near extinction, but food resources based on fishing along the coast and fishing and hun-
ting in the interior, were still plentiful. Throughout the area sedentary village life was com-
mon, some with populations up to 1500. Although epidemic diseases had already reduced
some of the native groups along the coast, this was still the most densely populated area of
native Canada.

Of the Inuit groups only those on the Labrador coast, eastern Baffin Island and the Caribou
Inuit south of Chesterfield Inlet had steady contact with Europeans. Hunting of sea mammals
was important everywhere, supplemented regionally by caribou and fishing. It is doubtful if
direct or indirect contact had much of an impact on any of the Inuit groups at this time except
for those on the Labrador coast and the shores of Hudson Bay. Similarly, the Naskapi in the
northern interior of Quebec, who were migratory caribou hunters, had very little contact with
Europeans.

The period of time covered by this map is one of enormous regional contrasts. The factors
that eventually led to the transformation of the native groups from self-directed entities to a
state of poverty and dependence are plainly visible in the early 19th century, particularly in
eastern and central Canada. In the main, these factors were related to the close relationship
all the native groups had with their resource base. Either singly or most often in combination,
the following factors eroded the basis for their traditional lives: the destruction of part of their
food supply, particularly big game which also provided clothing; the destruction of valuable
fur bearers which could have been exchanged for necessities; the restriction of seasonal
movements due to European settlement; the lack of opportunity to undertake migration to
resource rich areas; and the painfully slow, often unsuccessful adoption of new subsistence
strategies on small parcels of unproductive land. Once the original relationship with the land
was broken, and especially once groups lost most of the land they once controlled, they were
left vulnerable to social disintegration and transformation.
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| ALGONQUIAN LINGUISTIC FAMILY Il ATHAPASKAN LINGUISTIC FAMILY Xl SALISHAN LINGUISTIC FAMILY (Cont.)
a) Eastern Algonquian Language Group
Depen- Level of Depen- Level of Depen- Level of
Total dency  Date of otal dency Date of Aggregation Total dency  Date of
Name Population  Ratio  Census m Name Population  Ratic  Census and Mobility Name Populaion  Ratio  Census m
Mc  Micmac Ch Chipewyan K Kalispell
1 Newfoundland 150 - 1822 c2 1 Fort Resolution 362 48 1823 D1 1 Spokane 704 52 1829 B2
2 Quebec Gaspé 196 46 1827 D2 2 Fort Chipewyan 591 76 1823 D1 2 Pend d'Oreille 923 74 1829 B2
3 Cascapediac 89 46 1841 A3 3 lle-a4a-Crosse 476 140 1823 D1 3 Flathead 663 101 1829 B2
4 Mission Point as5 61 1841 A3 4 Reindeer Lake 240° - 1820 D1 Co Coeur d'Alene 404 50 1829 B2
5 Bathurst 27 42 1841 A3 5 Indian Lake 63 58 1823 D1 Cu Columbian (3 groups) 800 - 1en B2
8 Pocksoudie 12 - 1841 A3 6 Fort Churchill 115+ - 1822 D1 Lo Eihaotes
7 Pokemouche 75 a7 1841 A3 Dg Dogrib/Yellowknite N
8 Bumt Church Point 201 84 1841 A3 1 Dogrib 720 = D1 ’ s"'"""'
9 Eel Ground 108 80 1841 A3 kagit B4 ir. 188, B3
10 Red Bank 50 a2 1841 A3 2 Yellowknite 192 58 1823 D1 2 Snohomish 1859 57 1838 B3
11 Renous 43 65 1841 A3 Sl Slavey/Hare Southern
12 Richiboucto 188 86 1841 A3 Slavey 3 Suquamish 576 60 1838 B3
13 Buctouche 93 121 1841 A3 1 Mackenzie/Liard 245° - 1823 D2 4 Puyallup 484 21 1838 B3
14 Aboushagan 12 - 1841 A3 2 Fort Simpson/Forks 160* - 1823 D2 5 Nisqually 474 93 1838 B3
15 Dorchester/Memracook 128 147 1841 A3 3 Fort Liard 307 88 1823 D2 Cl Clallam 1262 35 1838 B3
18 Prince Edward Island 330 - 1841 D2 Mountain Nooksa
17 Cape Breton Island 520 z 1838 D2 4 Dahotine (Mountain) 140° - 1824 D1 " o i 83
18 Sydney County 90 - 142 A3 5 Umbahotine (Goat) 175 - - bt T.. Twana
198 Pictou County 156 81 1838 A3 1 Quillicene 232 42 1838 B3
20 King's County 35 i 1838 A3 Hare 2 Skokomish 126 86 1838 B3
21 Beer River 70° . 1838 A3 6 Mackenzie River 151 67 1829 D2 O Gk
22 Digby Gut 80 - 1838 A3 7 Outer Hare B e el DY 1 Quests 250° - 1822 B3
23 Yarmouth 3 - 1838 A3 B Beaver 2 Quinault 1000°* - 1822 B3
24 Clyde River 122 - 1838 A3 1 Fort Vermilion 194 85 1822 D2 ch it
25 Queen's County 190 - 1838 A3 2 Fort Dunvegan 283 110 1822 D2 Cheha
g (I_;nd:a;a 15 - 1841 A3 3 Fort Saint John 128 68 1822 D2 ’ mmwh - R———
iver 30 58 1841 A3 " -
28 Halifax County 265 - 1838 A3 § Sarces 850 = B 2 Wynoochee 200© - 1824 B3
Ma Maliseet B e Lo 160° 1824 S . i) =
1 Riviére Vert (Viger) 79 55 1827 B2 2 Finlay River 28 14 182 0s Upper Chehalia
2 Madawaska 27 - 1841 B2 3 Conolly Lake 195 133 183 D2 2 Sep 20, = = .8
3 Tobique Point 123 92 1841 B2 § Oakville 200" - 1824 B3
4 Meductic 29 - 1841 B2 C Carrier . 6 Tenino 200* - 1824 B3
8 Kegecesr 18 @ B A R vl - S Cw Cowlitz 1250 - 1812 D2
nt Jon e i 3 Fort Saint James 288 104 1839 B3 P Pentlatch 400° - 1838 B3
Pa Passamaquoddy 379 - 1825 B2 4 French Lake 175° - 1839 B3 No Early 18th Century Estimates
Abe Abenaki 5 Fraser Lake 285 54 1839 B3 Bella Coola 2500"" - . B3
1 Saint Francis 363 54 1827 A3 6 Fort George 187 62 1839 B3 Total Salisha 3644
2 Bécancour 9% 39 1827 A3 7 Kluskus 79 155 1827  Ba o . 2
3 Quebec (south sh 1 8 Naskotin 331 42 1823 B3
P ( - s 8 Talkotin M 3 18 B Xil SIOUAN LINGUISTIC FAMILY
(Six Nations Reserve) 31 121 1827 A3 Ci Chilcotin 600 88 1839 B3 A Assiniboin
Dl Delaware Lc Lower Columbia River Southemn
1 Six Nations Reserve 215 59 1827 A3 1 Willapa 200+ - 1838 B3 1 Walking Stones 560" - 1823 D2
2 Moraviantown (Fairfield) 245 54 1827 A3 2 Klatskanie 175 - 1824 B3 g Young Girls % i :% %
3 Mu 200 54 1827 A3 3 2
4 m”?m".?"" 194 39 1827 A3 IS oy . 2 4 Gens de Bas Fond 420° - 1823 D2
Tutchone 1500 E & Lonely a50° © e 0
Total Eastern Algonquian 6073 Han 1000°* - E Doge
Nicola 500" - E Central
Tsetsaut 500" - E 6 Prairie Assiniboin 2100° - 1823 D2
Tahitan 1000"* - E Northern
b) Central Algonquian Language Group mn 5?%: z E 7 Strongwoods Assiniboin 140 - 1823 D2
Cr Cree-Téte de Boule Ma Mandan 1000* - 1833 B3
Plaine Cree Total Athapaskan 16728 H Hidatsa 1500° - 1832 B2
1 Brandon House 3|88 173 1823 D2 C Absaroke (Crow) 4000° - g2 E1
Ao P8 i R Il BEOTHUK LINGUISTIC FAMILY P Ponca so0* - 182 D2
4 Carlton House 700° - 1823 D2 Be Beothuk 14 16 1823  C2 Da Dakota
5 Beaver Hills 300* - 1823 D2 Santee
Woddeic 1 Mdewakanton 1500° - 1823 B2
8 Nelson House 239 110 1823 D2 IV CADDOAN LINGUISTIC FAMILY g a,mm % - : gg
¢ sl S MBS o A Arikara 20000 - 1882 B2 4 Wahpeton 900° 1823 B2
9 Strongwood 70* - 1823 D2 Wiciyela
10 Lesser Slave Lak 198 - 1823 D2 5 Yankton 2000° - 1823 E1
11 BGTBI'I; H:uv:e S 75°* - 1822 D2 V CHIMAKUAN LINGUISTIC FAMILY 6 Yanktonai 5200 - 1823 E1
12 Fort Chipewyan 102 48 1822 D2 A Chimakum 400" . 1822 B3 Teton
Cree B Coleite 7 Brulé 2400° - 1838 E1
13 Fort Churchill 30 - 1822 c2 1 Hoh 150 - 1822 B3 8 Oglala 2400° 1838 E1
14 Nelson River 73 103 1823 D2 2 Quil 200 . qg2 o 9 Miniconjou 2080* - 1838 Et
15 Cumberland House 500" - 1819 D2 10 Hunkpapa 2480° - 1838 E1
16 Norway House 92 13 1823 D2 Total Chimakuan 750 To Tutelo
18 llan Lake 20 s a2 oo PN S S (R
19 God's Lake 160" - 1823 D2 VI CHINOOKAN LINGUISTIC FAMILY W_Winnebag 1950 105 1806 E2
20 Merry's House 81 118 1823 D2 Do) Tt Bl inaak Total Siouan 36100
21 Sevem . 280 - 1823 D2 1 Ol 130 . 104 B3
ke L. 1 BB = 2 Chinook Shoalwater 810 - 1824 B3 Xl TLINGIT LINGUISTIC FAMILY
24 Albany 54 - 1823 D2 Ca Cathlamet T Tiingit
25 Moose Factory/Hannah Bay 110° - 1823 D2 1 Cathlamet 125 - 1824 B3 Northern
T e B R 2 Wahkiakum 210 - 1824 B3 1 Yakutat 505+ . 1883 83
26 Weymontachingue 150 - 1857 D2 Ki  Kiksht 2 Chilkat 2150 + - 1863 B3
27 Kikendatch 130 - 1857 D2 1 Clackamass 930 - 1824 B3 3 Auk 155+ - 1863 B3
28 Mégiscane 75 £ 1857 D2 2 Cascades 150 - 1824 B3 4 Taku 945 + - 1863 B3
Encbiate Giaa 3 Wasco/Wishran 100 - 1824 B3 5 Hoona 440 + - 1863 B3
3 - 6 Killisnoo 800+ - 1863 B3
29 Waswanipi 139 99 1823 D2 otal Chinookan 2555 7 Sitka 1785+ . 1se3 83
30 Rupert (coast) 79 139 1823 D2 8 Kake/Kuju 0955+ . 1883 B3
31 Rupert (inland) 78 152 1823 D2 * 9 Stikine 9254 B 1863 B3
32 Mistassini 130" - 1823 D2 VIl HAIDAN LINGUISTIC FAMILY
33 Temiskamay 87 129 1828 D2 Southern
34 Nichikun 74 %0 1838 D2 Hn Northern Haida 10 Heinyaa 545+ - 1883 B3
35 Caniapiscau 42 110 1838 D2 1 Kaigani 1735 - 8% | 8 11 Saanyaa 285+ - 1851 B3
36 Fort George 200* ] 1823 D2 g :Iuatan'akumadsns g - :g g 12 Tongass 445 + - 1863 B3
: A _ ung i
z Great Whale River 65 1823 D2 3 Sisnciye e E ligea ot Total Tlingit 9935
Montagnais/Naskapi 5 Tian 196 - 1836 B3
1 Tadoussac 100 - 1857 D2 6 Naikun 122 - 1836 B3 XIV TSIMSHIAN LINGUISTIC FAMILY
2 Chicoutimi 100 - 1857 D2 7 Galiskun 120 = 1836 B3
3 Lac Saint-Jean 250 - 1857 D2 No Early 19th Century
4 Lac Chomouchouane 80 s 1857 D2 Southern Haida Estimates - E3
5 Riviére Betsiamites 250 - 1857 D2 g S i C = =
6 Riviére Manicouagan 100 - 1887 D2 10 Sk“m“‘“”‘“ 738 . 1838 83 XV WAKASHAN LINGUISTIC FAMILY
7 Riviére Sainte-Marguerite 300 - 1857 D2 ans
8 Riviére Romaine 500 - 187 D2 11 Tanu 545 - 18 B3 K Kwakiutl
9 Riviére Natashquan 100 - 1857 D2 12 Ninstins 308 - 1836 B3 Northern Kwakiuti
10 Riviére Musquaro 100° - 187 D2 13 Kaisun 329 - 18 B3 1 Haisla/Kitimat 197 - 1838 B3
11 Saint-Augustin 100 - 1857 D2 14 Chaatl 561 - 1836 83 2 Haisla/Kemano 172 - 1838 B3
12 North West River/Kibokok 200 - 1857 D2 Total Haidan 8727 3 Heiltsuk/Bella Bella 1206 - 1838 B3
13 Petitsikapau 200 - 1857 D2 4 Rivers Iniet/Owikeno 205° - 1838 83
14  Ungava-Chimo 250" - 1834 D2 ; Southern Kwakiuti
o] Ojibwa Vil IROQUOIAN LINGUISTIC FAMILY st 108° . 1sas B3
Saulteaux H Huronian 6 Belize Inlet 880* - 1838 B3
1 Swan/Red Deer Rivers 800" - 1819 D2 Huron 7 Drury Inlet 340° - 1838 B3
2 Duck River 87 172 1820 D2 1 Lorste 179 38 1827 A3 8 Wakeman Sound 340° . 1838 B3
3 Fort Dauphin 183 151 1820 D2 9 Kingcome Inlet 340* - 1838 B3
4 Partridge Crop 68 196 1820 D2 Wyandot 10 Thompson Sound 340° - 1838 B3
5 Big Point 234 129 1820 D2 2 Anderton Reserve 309 38 1827 A3 11 Gilford Island 340°* - 1838 B3
& Jack Head 45 88 1823 c2 3 Upper Sandusky 700 - 1829 A3 12 Village Isiand 680" - 1838 B3
7 Brandon House a5* - 1823 D2 Mh Mohawk 13 Turnor Island B50* - 1838 B3
8 Red River 770 141 1819 D2 1 Six Nations Reserve 435 89 1827 A3 14 Boughey Bay 850° 2 1838 B3
9 Fort Alexander 136 - 1823 D2 2 Tyendinaga Reserve 319 105 1827 A3 15 Knight Inlet (North) 340° - 1838 B3
10 Rainy Lake 480 112 1823 D2 3 Saint-Regis (Canada) 348 67 1827 A3 16  Knight Inlet (Centre) 340° * 1838 B3
Northwestern Ojibwa 4 Saint-Regis (U.5.A) 369 - 1827 A3 17 Topaze Harbour 510" . 1838 B3
11 Cross Lake (Pelicans) 1 83 1823 c2 5 Lac-des-Deux-Montagnes 282 29 1827 A3 18 West Thurlow Island s10° - 1838 B3
12 Jack Lake (Pelicans) 3 108 1823  C2 § Caughnawaga se7 76 1827 A3 e nig o - e =%
13 Poplar River (Pelicans) 36 140 1823 c2 7 Upper Saskatchewan River 80" - 1823 D2 20 Quadra Island 510. x 1838 B3
14 Deer Lake (Pelicans) 45 45 1823  C2 8 Sandusky Reserve 6 - w28 A3 £) -Samon Hiver . R
16 Upper Berens River (Moose) 59 64 1823 c2 Oo Onondaga g z::ﬁ: River % : :g gg
16 Lower Berens River 110 - 1823 D2 1 Six Nations Reserve 244 72 1827 A3 24 Port McNeil 170° PR+ B3
17 Bloodvein River 57 104 1823 D2 2 Onondaga Reserve 280 - 1824 A3 25 Fort t 680° : 1838 B3
18 Sandy Lake 104 100 1828 D2 3 Buffalo Creek Reserve 115 - 1824 A3 % MH'WM 510° © 183 B3
;g ;\ﬂezdyLm 1$- 2 :g gg 4 Allegany Reserve 70 - 1824 A3 27 Cape Sutil 255° . 1838 B3
21 Escabitchewan 85" - 1823 D2 v o . D B 70 2 e 83
22 Lac Seul 100° N 1823 D2 1 Six Nations erve 487 108 1827 A3 29 Cox Island 70 - 1838 B3
23 Cat Lake 75+ i 1824 D2 2 Sandusky Reserve 157 - 1829 A3 30 Winter Harbour 510" - 1838 B3
54 " Dst abliati 210 I acs D2 3 Buffalo Creek Reserve 94 - 1829 A3 a1 Quatsino 510° - 1838 B3
ol roigmec i 150° . s pe 4 Tonawanda Reserve 18 - 1828 A3 32 Klaskino 150" - 1838 B3
26 Martin's Falls 145° - 1823 D2 5 Cattaraugus Reserve 25 - 1829 A3 M Makha 80° - 1857  Ba
Sn Seneca N Nootka
8 g;""",?{':,:;' s . e E 1 Six Nations Reserve 64 46 1827 A3 Northern
% Mlllm Es* ) 1828 D5 2 Genesee Reserve 450 - 1826 A3 1 Tiahosat 75+ = 1860 B3
29 Fort William 125 . 184 D2 S P C . D = = 2 Checleset 170+ - 1860 B3
30 Nipigon 194 123 1824 D2 5 Catarsucus Peserws 350 © 1828 A3 3 Kuyuquot 1228+ - 1860 B3
31 Pic 260" - 1824 D2 e 4 Ehattesaht 190+ - 1860 B3
32 Michipicoton o - e D2 7 Sanuaky Resens % . 1 A3 Central
591 New: Brunswiok: House 20 - lea1 D2 8 Lewiston Reserve 198 1829 A3 5 Nuchatlaht 140+ - 1860 B3
34 Flying Post 180° - 1823 D2 On. Oneld 6 Mowachalat 800+ - 1860 B3
% N—— u = e K 1 Six Nations Reserve 188 55 1827 A3 7 Muchalat 190+ - les B3
Southwestern Chippewa . 8 Hesquiaht 160+ . 1860 B3
36 Red 200 56 1832 B2 S B s e —- = 9 Nanosaht 25+ - 1880 B3
37 Cass Lake 356 89 1832 B2 10 Ahousaht 615+ - 1860 83
38 Leech Lake 842 107 1832 B2 Tu Tuscarora 11 Kelsmaht 215+ - 1860 B3
a9 Lake 531 a0 1832 B2 1 Six Nations Reserve 134 51 1827 A3 12 Clayoquot 1015+ - 1860 B3
40 Mille Lac 138 70 1832 B2 2 Tuscarora Reserve 253 C 1824 A3 13 Ucluelet 535+ - 1860 B3
:; Snnd du Lac 2:1!; };; :% gg Total Iroquoian 9206 14 Uchucklesaht 150+ - 1860 B3
hequamegon Southern
43 Upper Sainte-Croix River 895 67 1832 B2 15 Opetchesaht 80+ = 1860 B3
44 Upper Chippewa River 716 76 1832 B2 IX KUTENAIAN LINGUISTIC FAMILY 16 Sheshaht 375+ - 1860 B3
45 Upper Wisconsin River 780 76 1832 B2 17 Toguaht 60 + . 1860 B3
46 Upper Wol-Menominee River 222 80 1832 B2 K Kutenay 630 58 1829 D2 18 Ohiaht 935 + . 1860 B3
47 omonmnmqlm 152 125 1832 B2 e
48 Keweenaw Bay 154 60 1832 D2 X SAHAPTIAN LINGUISTIC FAMILY ; ;."ﬂh“:’:nm 2}%: i :ﬁ g
49 Grand Island 56 167 1832 D2 S Sahaptin
50 Whitefish Bay 186 111 1832 D2 Northern Sahaptin Total Wakashan 24080
51 Sault Sainte-Marie 436 110 1832 D2 1 Klickitat 342 83 1838 D2
g ;‘.ﬂ",’,‘:ﬂ’“““'“ﬁi o ﬁ 1:; :g g: 2 Taitnapam 350 . 1838 D2 XVI ESKIMO/ALEUT LINGUISTIC FAMILY
54 Nocquet Bay i 138 95 1832 D2 3 egﬂ:::“wqwlv ;g. ?2_ :gg gg Inuktitut Linguistic Group
55 Whitefish River 72 112 1832 D2 5 Pshwanapam 450 az 1838 D2 L Labrador
56 Grand Traverse Bay 300 - 1820 B2 8 Wanapam 310° - 1811 82 1 Rigolet 160 - 1824 D2
57 Lake Huron (West Shore) 1619 88 1830 D2 7 Pakite 300° Lt 83 2 Hopedale 176 - 1828 D2
58 Thames River 238 54 1831 D2 8 LowerBhake. f 400° - 1811 83 3 Nain 232 - 1828 D2
59 Bear Creek 77 75 1831 D2 9 Walla Walla 800° S 83 4 Okak 394 - 1828 D2
60 Saint-Clair River az7 71 1831 D2 5 North Coast 350 - 1828 D1
61 Anderton Reserve 63 43 1831 A3 Southern Sahaptin . | ighulik
82 Point Peles a6 41 1831 D2 10 Umatilla 785" . 181 B3 1 Pond Inlet 130 z 1822 D1
63 Lake Simcoe 590 11 1827 D2 11 Rock Creek 550' N 1811 B3 2 Admiralty Inlet 50 z 1822 D1
64 Saint-Joseph's-Island 90 - 1840 D2 12 John Day 750 -1 83 3 Igloolik 210 . 1822 DI
85 Manitoulin 188 g 1840 D2 13 Deschutes/Dalles 850" - 1811 B3 4 Repuise Bay 130 ) 1822 D1
66 Penetanguishene 202 - 1840 D2 N Nez Percés 3000* - 1829 E2
67 Lake Nipissing 59 - 1840 D2 Yot Bahantian 9574 No Early 18th Century Estimates |
68 La Cloche/Mississauga River 225 - 1840 D2 ap Caribou s00rt - - E2
69 Ausable River 217 - 1840 D2 Sallirmiut 200° - - E2
70 Saugeen River 370 - 1840 D2 Quebec Inuit 2000°" - ) E1
Misstesay Xl SALISHAN LINGUISTIC FAMILY Batfin 5000" - 3 e E2
ga Polar 200 - ) E1
71 Kingston/Gananoque B0 88 1827 D2 C Comox Netsilik 500" = o E1
72 Rice Lake 317 91 1827 D2 1 Comox 1960 155 1838 B3 Copper 800" - . E1
73 Quinte 143 83 1827 D2 2 Kiahoose 2490 123 1838 B3 Mackenzie Delta 2500 - . E2
74 Credit River 191 55 1827 D2 § Sachel 389 o1 1838 Ba
75 Thames River 153 57 1831 D2 Total Inuktitut 13832
% B Sa Squamish 976 82 1838 B3
1 Walpole Island 911 B84 1831 Ns Northern Straits Xvil METIS AND OTHERS
2 Little Traverse Bay 1500 - 1820 1 Sooke 100* 1838 )
3 Grand Traverse Bay 750 . 1820 B2 2 Songhees 400 - 1838 B3 W1 Pomisine Witis ae9. o =
4 Marquette River 350 . 1820 D2 3 Saanich 127 119 1838 B3 M2 Fort Dauphin Métis 120 - 1823
5 Grand River 1000 = 1820 D2 4 Samich 183 81 1838 B3 M3 Edmonton 180* - 1823 D2
& Manitoulin BO = 1840 D2 5 Lummi 731 134 1838 B3 (Métis, Cree, Saulteaux)
Sh Shawnee 263 58 1830 D2 6 Semiahmoo 56 114 1838 B3 M4 Lesser Slave Lake 184 - 1822 D2
Me Menominee 3%00 160 1820 B2 Ha "'“‘:'“""" T
: :IM'“‘:'“' 525 76 1831 D2 1 Nl'a"na,'m 477 103 1839 B3 M5 Spokane (Métis, Iroquois)  150° - 1823 D2
‘Wh 2 Cowichan 1143 108 1838 B3 M6 Red River Métis 1400° - 1825 B2
Trols Riviéres 82 34 1827 D2 2 r—— 154 185 T e s Ot 208
Lac-des-Deux-Montagnes 355 53 1827 A2 3 Kantian a7s 1839
SI:I::'-“;“*’CW‘W 300 - e D 5 Kaale 123 183 POPULATION SUMMARY: LINGUISTIC FAMILIES
Lac-des-Deux-Montagnes 250 1827 A2 7 Chehalis 139 1839 Map Area Canada*
Temiskaming 8 Tait 555 1839 Algonquian 62819 43077
Lake Temiskaming 280 1823 D2 LI Liloost b g L R+
Abitibi 1 lower i i Caddoan 2000 -
Lake Abitibi 330 1823 D2 'r: Upper 1900 1823 gh!mnkuan 750 :
Thompson hinookan 2555 -
o Gerrs- Agrauinn | 98080 1 Spuzzum/Boston Bar 1087 103 1838 B3 Haidan 8727 6992
2 Lytton 733* - 1823 B3 Iroquoian 9206 4018
3 Thompson/Fraser/Nicola  1956° - 1823 Ba Kutenaian 630 630
Su Shuswap Sahaptian 9574 -
c) Western Algonquian Language Group 1 Fraser below Chilcotin 157 60 1827 Ba Salishan 36442 22486
B Blackfoot 2 Fraser above Chilcotin 30 B9 1827 B3 Slouan 36100 4790
1 Siksika 2800° - 1823 E1 3 North Thompson 405* - 1823 B3 Tiingit 9935 2
2 Kainah (Blood) 4200* - 1823 E1 4 Thompson/Kamloops 842° - 1823 B3 Tsimshian 8500 8500
3 Fiagan @r - WS & Ok Okanagan EskimolAleut o022 o632
Ar Atsina 4200° - 1823 E1 1 gkanagm River/Lake 900" - 1823 B2 Métis and others 2384 2234
C 3000* = 2 Similkameen 300" - 1823 B2
- Total Western Algonquian 18400 e 3 Lakes o8 g meN B2 . 240078 vaeios
SRR gRngEim 4 Kettle Falls 341 66 1829 B3
5 Sanpoil/Nespellum 218 30 1829 B3 * Canada, present boundaries. Includes groups who lived
Total Algonquian 62819 6 Methow 150 - 1829 B2 in Canada for part of a year, .9. Kutenay.

Major Linguistic Families

Major linguistic families are coded by colour, e.g. Algonquian , and are subdivided into recognized
groups of historically related peoples, e.g. Micmac. Within each of these groups the major bands,
tribes, or other entities whose locations and populations are approximately known, are given the
name by which they were known early in the 19th century or by the geographical location which
they frequented, e.g. Cascapediac. These may not necessarily be the names by which these groups
referred to themselves. The names of known subdivisions of linguistic groups for which there are
no early population data are printed on the map.

Census and estimated populations are given in the tables beside the group name. Those numbers
followed by an asterisk (*) were estimated from incomplete data, e.g. total number of men. Those
followed by two asterisks (* *) are modern estimates. The latter estimates are not shown on the map.
Figures followed by a plus sign (+) are population estimates that have been increased by one-third
to account for population losses a group is known to have suffered due to diseases between 1823
and the date of the census or estimate. It is possible that not all such groups have been identified.

z Dependency Ratio
In some cases, where population data was unusually complete, the dependency ratio of the group
has been given, expressed as numbers of children per 100 adults. Most early observers counted
all married people as adults as well as unmarried people fifteen years of age and older.

Aggregation and Mobility
Since the original population data were recorded at several levels of aggregation and many native
groups were seasonally mobile, a simple code is used to explain the level of aggregation and degree
of mobility.

People who lived together on a reserve, near a mission or on parcels of land where their

A: movement was restricted by surrounding European settlement.

B: People who lived most of the year together in a village or in clusters of neighbouring villages.

c: People who lived together over most of the year such as a hunting group composed of
* related, extended families.

D: People enumerated as a band, who may have split into smaller groups for part of a year.

. People enumerated as a “tribe’’ or “'nation", composed of a number of subunits, who
* may have lived in different locations for most of a year.

1: Highly mobile for 2. Mobile for part 3 Sedentary for most
* most of a year. * of a year ‘ of a year
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NATIVE PEOPLES circa 1823

POPULATION
The graduated circles shown on the map indicate the approximate locations of population groups
belonging to the major linguistic families.

Less than 100
100 - 200 v O 2000 - 4000
200 - 500
500 - 1000

Q 4000 or more
1000 - 2000

It is not possible to establish the reliability of the data collected in the early 19th century. Reliability

probably varied with the diligence of the data collector, and their familiarity with an area. Three broad
categories of areal familiarity are shown on this map.

OOOOU

imate extent Approximate extent of Approximate extent of
: areas not known E areas imperfectly known areas well known to
to census takers to census takers census takers

In order to show information on Canada's native peoples more effectively, detailed information on

European settlement is not shown.

MAJOR LINGUISTIC FAMILIES (in areas known directly to Europeans circa 1823)

@ wgonquian @ chimakuan @ «utenaian @ Tingit

@ Athapaskan @ chinookan © sahaptian @ wakashan

@ Beothuk © Haidan © saiishan @ Eskimo/aieut
@ caddoan @ 1roquoian © siouan @ Metis and others

Letter and number codes on the map adjacent to each symbol represent subdivisions of linguistic
families. See tables for key to codes.

Information concerning ethnohistorical societies about 1823 is available for many areas outside of
Canada, but is not shown on this map except for the region along the present day United
States-Canada Border.

The geographical names used on this map respect forms in common use circa 1823. Note
that many variants in toponymic form are common in the sources available.
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