EXPLORATION OF CANADA 1497-1650

This map depicts the extent of exploration that took place in Canada during the sixteenth
and the first half of the seventeenth centuries. The selection of explorers was based on
the availability of written and cartographic records. Only those routes which revealed new
geographic information are shown.

There is little doubt that almost every one of the earliest recorded voyages of discovery
proceeded from the accumulated knowledge of a host of anonymous Portuguese,
Basque, French, Spanish and English fishermen. The possible exceptions to this general
rule were Verrazzano's discoveries north to Maine, Cartier's penetration of the western
Gulf of St. Lawrence and the St. Lawrence River, and Frobisher's voyage to Baffin
Island. With the inland explorations begun by Samuel de Champlain in 1603, native ameri-
cans assumed from fishermen the role of geographical informants.

The sixteenth century exploration of Canada was divided into four major periods. The first,
which lasted to about 1519, was largely confined to the east coast of Newfoundland and
southeastern Labrador. During the second period, which lasted from about 1519 to 1533,
explorers seeking a western passage to Asia, related the Newfoundland discoveries to
the earlier Caribbean discoveries by charting the Atlantic coast. The third period was
initiated by Jacques Cartier’s explorations of the St. Lawrence River (1534) and the fourth
period by Martin Frobisher's penetration of the Arctic (1576).

During the first half of the seventeenth century exploration was divided into three major
periods. The first of these periods is represented by Champlain's resource surveys of the
St. Lawrence River and Atlantic coast. Although the Atlantic coastline was known,
Champlain described and mapped it in detail for the first time. During the second period
French explorers penetrated the Great Lakes via the St. Lawrence River, and English navi-
gators found their way through Hudson Strait to explore Hudson Bay. French exploration
ended temporarily with the British occupation of Québec from 1629-1632, while to the north,
discouraging reports from Fox and James ended further English activities in 1632. During
the third period, exploration was largely carried out by Jesuit missionaries who consoli-
dated European knowledge of the eastern Great Lakes. The period ended with the Iro-
quois wars and the displacement and dispersion of natives allied to the French from their
home territory in southern Ontario and adjacent parts of Quebec,

The geographical names used on this map respect forms in commen use circa 1630. Many variants in
toponymic form are common in the sources available.

Research by C.E. Heidenreich, Department of Geography, York University. Adapted for the National
Atlas of Canada by D.S.C. Mackay, Geographical Services Division, Canada Centre for Mapping,
Energy, Mines and Resources Canada.

Cartography by the Geographical Services Division, Canada Centre for Mapping, Energy, Mines and
Resources Canada.
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CONSOLIDATION OF KNOWLEDGE IN THE EASTERN GREAT LAKES
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