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CANADA — TERRITORIAL EVOLUTION 1
On July 1, 1867 the Dominion of Canada was formed by the confederation of three provinces in British North America. This map
depicts the evolution of the nation’s international, provincial and territorial boundaries from this date to 1981.
BOUNDARIES CHRONOLOGY
PRESENT DAY 1867 The colonies of CANADA, NOVA SCOTIA and NEW BRUNSWICK unite in a federal 1898 The District of YUKON is separated from the NORTHWEST TERRITORIES to be-
state. The provinces of NOVA SCOTIA and NEW BRUNSWICK retain their esta- come YUKON TERRITORY with the boundaries as assigned to the District in 1895.
s e AR RIS blished boundaries and CANADA is divided into the provinces of ONTARIO and The boundaries of QUEBEC are extended northward to the Eastmain River.
40° ntarnatond QUEBEC. 1901 The boundaries of YUKON TERRITORY are changed to those of today.
o o 1870 RUPERT'S LAND and the NORTH-WESTERN TERRITORY are acquired to form the 1905 ALBERTA and SASKATCHEWAN are created as provinces with the boundaries as
== ee == Provincial or Territorial NORTHWEST TERRITORIES. The province of MANITOBA is created with boun- they are today. The District of KEEWATIN is transferred back to the NORTHWEST
daries 49°N, 50°30'N, 96°W, 99°W. TERRITORIES.
— — — — District 1871 BRITISH COLUMBIA joins the federation as a province with the boundaries it 1912 MANITOBA, ONTARIO and QUEBEC are extended northward to attain their
attained in 1866. present boundaries.
seessssesesannes Unsurveyed 1873 PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND joins Confederation as the seventh province. 1920 The boundaries of the Districts within the NORTHWEST TERRITORIES are redes-
1874 New boundaries (provisional) assigned to northern ONTARIO. cribed as they exist today. 35°

1876 District of KEEWATIN is formed from part of the NORTHWEST TERRITORIES. 1925 CANADA'S boundaries are extended northward pursuant to provisions of inter-

e e Djviding Line - Canada and Greenland
1877 Boundaries of MANITOBA are adjusted to conform to the Dominion Lands Survey national law.

System. 1927 The boundary between CANADA and NEWFOUNDLAND is defined by the Imperial
- 1880 Canada acquires title to the ARCTIC ISLANDS which become part of the NORTH- Privy Council. teh
BOUNDARIES WEST TERRITORIES. 1949 NEWFOUNDLAND enters Confederation as the tenth province with the boundaries =~

HISTORICAL (Many Unsurveyed) 1881 MANITOBA is enlarged by extending its boundaries westward, northward and as delimited in 1927. g
eastward.

i s i GFABHOTI B 1882 Provisional Districts of ASSINIBOIA, SASKATCHEWAN, ATHABASKA and Research for this map was carried out under contract by Dr. Norman L. Nicholson, of
ALBERTA are created. the Department of Geography, University of Western Ontario for Energy, Mines and

o 1 h WATI i Resources Canada.
L Ll — Provincial or Territorial o ?:: Bi\snmscttesr:r::;rgiiir:ra%faKEE Wili:ndjustack boonnform:with Baensianes.of Selected Sources: Extensive references were consulted during the map research, for the purposes of this map however, only a list of the most important sources is
: i provided.
1889 ONTARIO is enlarged west to Lake of the Woods and north to the Albany River. Cartography by the Cartography and Toponymy Division, Surveys and Mapping Branch, Dorior, Henri.La Frontiére Qudbec-Terre-Netive.Les Préssas de L'Université Laval 1963,

Energy, Mines and Resources Canada. Ganong W.F. “A Monograph on the Evolution of the Boundaries of New Brunswick.” Proceedings and Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada, Second Series,
Vol. VI, Section 11, (1901): 139-449,

Ireland, Willard E. “The Evolution of the Boundaries of British Columbia.” British Columbia Historical Quarterly 3, (October 1939): 263-282.

s Northwest Territories 1870

1895 UNGAVA, MACKENZIE, YUKON and FRANKLIN are established as additional Dis-
tricts in the NORTHWEST TERRITORIES. The Districts of ATHABASKA and KEE-

‘District
A WATIN ara enlarged. King, W.F. Report upon the Title of Canada to the Islands North of the Mainland of Canada. Ottawa: Government Printing Bureau, 1905.
1897 Boundaries are changed for the Districts of FRANKLIN, KEEWATIN, MACKENZIE, Nicholson, N.L. The Boundaries of the Canadian Confederation. Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 1979.
sesssssssnnneass Rupert's Land 1870 UNGAVA and YUKON. Ontario. Statutes, Documents and Papers bearing on the Discussion respecting the Northern and Western Boundaries of the Province of Ontario etc. Toronto: Hunter,

Rose and Co., 1878,
White, J. “Boundary Disputes and Treaties.” Canada and its Provinces, Vol. VIlI, Part IIl. Toronto: The Publishers Association, 1913,
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