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Eleven teams of geographers have been assigned to the 1959 field 

program of the Geographlcal Branch of the Department of Mines and Technical 

...,. Surveys. Most of their proj ects a.1·e e. continuation of~ work from previous years • 

In outlining the program today, Mines and Technical Surveys Minister 

Paul Comtois explained that se'!en projects are being carried out in northern 

Canada this year~ 

A. 3iOOO-mile reconnaissance of south3rn Alberta and Saskatchewan is 

being made by J .B. Bird and S$H .. Richard from which an m:tline of the physical 

geography of the Prairies will be prepared~ Pa!'ticular attention is being paid 

to the semi-arid areaso 

More detailed studies will be carried out by R. Vicero and S .H. Richard 

during the rest of the summ3r in the aroas of the South Saskatchewan River dam 

project. This work wi1l involve land use ropping of irr:.iable are as J physiographic 

studies and a regio:::ial study of the groater areae 

In co-operation with the L~w0r V.ia::.nland Planning Board of British Columbia, 

land use mapping begun in 1958 by Ao ullœr wiU be completed jn the Fraser River 

delta area. 

C .N. Forwa..1:d will direct the complcticn of the coastline mapping in 

Nov&. dcotia this SU.'!llller, and C. Raymond will finish the coastline mapping in Prince 

F.dward Island~ Land use mapping of Nova Scotia and the whole of Prince Edward 

Island. will be completed. This work will be facilitated by the aerial photography 

made of Prince Edward Island last year. 
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Working from Repulse Bay, V. Sim is continuing his study of Melville 

Peninsula of the past two sUilllœrs and is carrying out investigations of physiography 

and Eskimo resources and movements. 

Periglacial phenomena and processes are being studied in detail by 

F .A. Cook in the vicinity of Resolute Bay on Corm-rallis Island as part of a 

continuing program of quantitative ~rctic Studies on permafrost, patterned ground, 

soil movement, frost action and erosion. 

Parallel studies, in part, are being initiated on Ellef Ringnes Island 

by D. St-Onge and K. Arnold as part of the Geographical Branch contribution to 

the scientific program of the Polar Continent.al Shelf Project. 

other studi3s will include physiography, glaciological investigations 

on the Meighen Island ice-cap, the regime~ of streams and observations on the 

distribution, movement and nature of sea ice in the adjacent waters. 

A geographical study of resource use is being made is the Mac~nzie 

River delta for the Department of Northern Affairs and National Resources. This 

party, led by W .A. Black, will travel on the Geo5raphical Branch schooner 11Tuhlik", 

whic1 is ba-e'ed at Aklavik, N.W.T., and will investigate the delta area from 

Tuktoyaktuk to Fort McPherson. 

In the Great Whale River area on the east coast of lhdson Bay, a 

geographic survey leè. by G. Falconer will study the physiographic problems of the 

coastlands and interior, as well as the distribution of resources and native peoples. 

B. Robitaille will carry out settlement studies of the posts visited by 

the government supply vessel 11C.D$ Ibwe" in the eastern Arctic, and R.T. Gajda will 

investigate possible settlement sites i:?.1 Lancaster Sound, travelling aboard the 

icebrealœr 11D1Iberville 0
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