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INFORMATION ABOUT CANADA

The Natural Resources Intelligence Service,
Department of the Interior, Ottawa, is a national
service for information on Canadian geography,
resources and development.

Inquiries from tourists, business men, in-
vestors and others interested in Canada will be
promptly answered.




Canada From Two Viewpoints

ANADA is acountry of great resources—material

and inspirational. Both kinds are necessary. The

bow always bent soon loses its resilience, and the

man who never relaxes accomplishes less than he who
intersperses his work with a due amount of recreation.
In this publication there will be found, on the one hand,
what the economist with a few broad strokes of his pen
has to tell of the distinctive features of the natural wealth
of each province, and, on the other, the viewpoint of the
artist who has represented graphically some of the
- recreational resources and has spiced them with a touch
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HOUGH descriptive reference to Prince Edward Island usually
hastens to mention that the Island is Canada’s smallest province,
first emphasis might more properly be laid upon the exceptional
natural assets of the province rather than upon its limited area. The
 wealth of Prince Edward Island’s resources is strikingly suggested by
©Y the intensity of development they support. The Island possesses a
population of forty persons per square mile, about five times as many
as Ontario and far in the lead of all other provinces. Unsettled or
waste territory is conspicuous by its absence.

Arable lands are the Island’s chief resource, and agriculture its dominant
pursuit. No other industry ranks as a serious rival. Eighty-five per cent of
the entire area of the province is cultivable—a showing quite unapproached by
any sister province. Farming enterprise is higshly varied. Among the field
crops potatoes are pre-eminent. Oats, fodder crops, mixed grain, wheat
and roots are also important. Dairying is supreme in the field of animal
husbandry, but the Island claims special distinction also in the lead it has
given, not merely to the Dominion but to the world, in fur-farming. Nearly
six hundred farms are stocked with fur-bearing animals valued at more than
$3,300,000.

The Island’s marine position accounts for its second great resource—fertile
and extensive commercial fisheries. The fishing industry, employing some
4,500 persons, has an output averaging nearly $1,500,000 in value annually.
The lobster fishery exceeds all others combined, in importance. Cod, smelts,
herring and oysters are the other principal species.

There is a third field in which the Island’s natural endowment is notable.
In this age of motor travel, recreational resources have become commercial
assets of high value. Prince Edward Island, with its ideal summer climate,
scenic beauty, sea bathing, good roads and other travel and holiday attractions,
should enjoy steadily increasing popularity as a vacation land. Apart from
its natural attraction, it holds for every Canadian a unique interest as “the
Cradle of Confederation.”
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NOVA SCOTIA

OMPARATIVELY small in area, Nova Scotia possesses several of
the most notable of Canada’s physical assets. Fisheries, coalfields

and fruit-growing regions comprise perhaps its most distinctive
trio of natural resources.

Nova Scotia’s fisheries are far-famed. For over half a
century they have sustained a great industry and trade. In
recent years the annual harvest of the sea has averaged in value
roundly $10,000,000. The cod, lobster and haddock catches are regularly
valued in millions, while herring, halibut, mackerel, salmon and other species
also help materially to enrich the waters which directly or indirectly furnish
employment to some 20,000 persons.

For many years Nova Scotia annually produced more coal than all the
other provinces together. Though later years have reared a new rival in the
mining industry of Alberta, Nova Scotia still accounts for over 40 per cent,
in value, of the Canadian coal output. The close association of these coal-
fields with the iron ore deposits of Newfoundland, all conveniently situated on

the Atlantic seaboard, has long held a position of commanding interest in the
industrial life of Eastern Canada.

The Annapolis and adjacent valleys, reaching with a varying width of
seventy miles from the head of Annapolis basin to the bay of Minas, form a
third outstanding resource. In this renowned fruit-growing region, a great
orchard industry has been developed, having its chief commercial outlet in the
markets of Great Britain. While only a fraction of the valley area is under
cultivation, the apple crop has exceeded 2,000,000 barrels in a single year.

Of other resources Nova Scotia has a full and varied share. Fish, fruit
and coal are but three of the major natural products of this province. The fact
that Nova Scotia has a population per square mile several times greater than
that of most of the other provinces of the Dominion largely reflects the diversity
and economic value of its natural assets.

“I don’t know what more you’d ask: Almost an island, indented everywhere with
harbours, surrounded with fisheries—the key of the St. Lawrence, the Bay of
Fundy, and the West Indies; prime land above, one vast mineral bed beneath,
and a climate over all temperate, pleasant and healthy. If that ain’t enough for
one place, it’s a pity—that’s all.”—Sam Slick of Slickville (Haliburton).
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NEW BRUNSWICK

A 7 ORESTS, farmlands and fisheries may well be designated as the

32.4 “big three” of New Brunswick’s natural assets, although water
74 | power and mineral resources also enter actively into the province’s
economic development.

/-\ P2

> Forest resources stand out as being relatively more important to
: 7 the business life of New Brunswick than to that of any other province.
'/ Both the lumbering and the pulp and paper industries are prominent,

and the annual value of primary forest products alone approaches
$20,000,000. New Brunswick’s forest domain, properly conserved, should form
a great productive asset for all time. Spruce is much the most important tree,
but balsam fir, white pine, cedar, hemlock and yellow birch likewise contribute
largely to the annual cut.

Agricultural resources are of foremost importance. Of some 10,000,000
acres of possible farmland in the province, barely half is yet occupied as farms.
The leading fizld crops are hay and clover, potatoes and oats, while livestock,
dairying, fruit-growing, poultry and fur-farming all help to diversify the sources
of farm income. A remarkable agricultural asset is found in the reclaimed
marsh lands along the bay of Fundy. These wonderfully rich areas, ploughed
on an average only once in ten or fifteen years, form vast natural meadows
yielding heavy hay crops year in and year out.

Varied and fertile commercial fisheries comprise a third major resource,
supporting a fishing industry which furnishes full or part time employment
to more than 11,000 persons. In a good year the value of fisheries output
exceeds $5,000,000. Lobster fishing is a large enterprise and in the sardine and
oyster industries New Brunswick is pre-eminent among the Canadian provinces.
Of the remaining score or more of species taken in commercial quantities, cod,
smelts, herring and salmon are the most important.

No reference to New Brunswick’s natural wealth could be excused for
failing to mention the province's celebrated recreational attractions. New
Brunswick is literally a happy hunting-ground for the sportsman, and the fame
of its salmon streams and moose-hunting regions has been carried far and wide
by the devotees of rod and gun.
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QUEBEC

HE DOMINION'’S largest province is replete with such diverse resources
: that any selective mention must be largely arbitrary. A recent booklet
. X, describes Quebec’s forest resources as being “the most important part
> /) of its natural wealth.” While the province’s agricultural resources
also might well be awarded premier honours it is beyond question that
Quebec’s forests form a huge and distinctive asset. The area of commercial
< woodlands is estimated to exceed 200,000 square miles, and the total value
" of the standing timber is placed at over cne billion dollars. Well to the
fore in the lumbering industry, Quebec is specially prominent in the field of
pulp and paper enterprise. Accounting for nearly half of the annual Canadian
cut of pulpwood, the province is foremost also in the manufacture of pulp and

paper.

Water power forms another outstanding natural asset. Both in total
potential resources and in developed power Quebec leads the Dominion. Apart
from the St. Lawrence, with from two to two and a half million horsepower
between Montreal harbour and the Ontario boundary, there are such notable
power rivers as the St. Maurice, Saguenay, Ottawa, Gatineau, Peribonka,
Manicouagan and St. Frangois, not to mention a score of others of greater or
less importance. Despite the remarkable advances of late years, Quebec’s
present water power development represents only about 13 per cent of the
available resources.

Though the Rouyn region has properly attracted a major share of
attention in the last few years, the feature by which Quebec has long been
chiefly distinguished in the field of mineral production is the asbestos industry.
The deposits of the Eastern Townships supply the largest part of the world’s
asbestos demands. The output has grown greatly in the last fifteen years and
the annual value is now in excess of $10,000,000. . With constantly increasing
uses of asbestos these extensive resources will constitute one of the province’s
notable assets for many years.

Adding to its domain of farm and forest lands the matchless St. Lawrence
waterway, the power resources of a score of other great rivers, the wealth of
its fisheries, and the promise of its broad pre-Cambrian area for greater
mineral development, Quebec makes an inestimable contribution to the primary
sources of the Dominion’s economic strength and growth.
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ONTARIO

REAL “embarrassment of riches” besets any attempt to select the

% outstanding features of the natural wealth of Ontario. There are,

= \( however, three great physical assets, each of which has played a
7= 7 distinctive réle in shaping Ontario’s economic development.

The incomparable St. Lawrence-Great Lakes waterway may well
be called the main street of Ontario. Along this waterfront are situated
more than half of the province’s cities and many smaller but substantial

business centres. Viewed in the light of its past, present and future im-
portance, Ontario possesses in this lake-and-river system with its water power
resources, its fisheries, and, above all, its magnificent highway for commerce,
a natural asset such as can scarcely be matched anywhere in the world.

Beyond this unique waterfront, and traversing almost the full width of
Southern Ontario, lies the fertile St. Lawrence Lowland. Within this region
the farms of “old Ontario,” yield an annual return greater than that of all the
gold mines in the world. Surpassed in extent of cropped acreage by some of
the younger provinces, Ontario is notable for the diversity of its farm enterprise.
Whhile hay, oats and wheat are the leading field crops, there are five or six
others each of which is worth more than $10,000,000 annually. Dairying is a
huge industry, while stock-raising, fruit-growing, poultry, tobacco, sugar beets

and other lines of husbandry help to create an agricultural region of exceptional
variety and stability.

The great pre-Cambrian area, coming intoits own only in late years, stands
out as a third major feature of Ontario’s physical estate. Pulpwood forests and
water power resources, gold, silver, nickel, copper and other minerals are the
natural assets that have converted this region from a subject of national regret
into one of the commanding scenes of current Canadian progress. Added to
these resources, Northern Ontario’s many million acres of fertile territory fur-
nish an outlet for the steady, if less spectacular, extension of agriculture.

Over and above the fruits of a long record of progress which has given
the province about one-third of the Dominion’s population and national wealth,
Ontario to-day is in the happy position of possessing in full degree the freshness
and vigour of outlook imparted by the march of new development.
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MANITOBA

2> hardly does full justice to the province’s varied resources as

¢  ing due appreciation not solely as an agricultural province but as the
i great meeting-ground of two of Canada’s major natural regions, rich
4 7 but radically different in their physical assets.

The southern and southeastern portion of the province, comprising per-
haps one-third of the whole, belongs to the Great Plains which constitute
Canada’s largest expanse of arable land. No doubt this fertile prairie region
will always retain first place among Manitoba’s natural assets. Its varied
farming enterprise yields gross annual revenues of roundly $150,000,000.
Already developed on a large scale, Manitoba’s agriculture enjoys ample scope
for steady growth for many years to come.

Reaching to the north and northeast of the agricultural plains the huge
pre-Cambrian region, which has played such a notable role in recent Canadian
progress, covers roughly two-thirds of the entire area of Manitoba. Here, asin
Ontario and Quebec, this region is to-day the scene of remarkable development
activity, for the advances of the last few years have served to throw a new light
upon the economic value of northern Manitoba. Pulp and paper enterprise has
entered the field. @ Mining projects of high importance are being vigorously
pushed forward. Water power development commands keen interest and
attention. The Nelson river, in its power capacity, is almost a second St. Law-
rence. Nine sites along the Winnipeg have an estimated capacity of more than
500,000 horsepower, while the Saskatchewan, Churchill and other rivers help to
give Manitoba total water power resources exceeded only by those of Ontario
and of Quebec.

W ith the fertile prairie region as the seat of extensive and permanent
agriculture, with the old-established fisheries and fur trade, and with the de-
velopment of the mineral, power and forest wealth of its great pre-Cambrian
area now energetically under way, Manitoba’s resources afford ample promise
of sustaining as generous a range of primary industry as is to be found any-
where in the Dominion.

** they have been revealed in later years. Manitoba is fast command- |
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SASKATCHEWAN

e\ ASKATCHEWAN and Prince Edward Island, utterly unlike in

) most respects, present one great point of common interest. They are
Y/ the two Canadian provinces which, more than any others, are pre-
~ eminently agricultural in their resources and development. And it
¥ throws a significant sidelight upon the economic importance of agricul-
ture that the Island leads all provinces in density of population, while
Saskatchewan takes premier place in wealth per capita. Barely a gen-
eration of active development has sufficed to make Saskatchewan the
seat of the Dominion’s most extensive farming industry. The Great Plains
region, with its fertile prairie and park lands, covers the major portion of the
province. Roundly 20,000,000 acres are annually placed under field crops—
almost double the field crop acreage of any other province.

Wheat is king. Of this cereal, which during the present century has
virtually transformed the Dominion’s commercial life, Saskatchewan normally
accounts for well over half of the Canadian crop. Oats, flaxseed and rye are
other crops in which the province holds first rank. The immense sum of
$300,000,000 represents a fair average of the recent annual worth of Saskatch-
ewan’s field crops — a value surpassing that of the yearly output of all
Canada’s mines or pulp and paper mills.

A large northern section of the province belongs to the huge “Canadian
Shield.” This formation does not swing so far southward in Saskatchewan
as in Manitoba, Ontario and Quebec, but it is hardly to be doubted that here,
as elsewhere, time will reveal it as a natural asset of high and varied value.
To-day it commands a share of the keen mining attention centred upon the ore
bodies which cross the Saskatchewan-Manitoba boundary in the Flin-Flon area.

The supremacy of agriculture is not to be taken as implying a dearth of
resources for other pursuits. A wide range of additional assets enter into the
sum total of Saskatchewan’s physical estate—ranching lands, lignite deposits,
forest reserves, water powers, fisheries and the fur trade, and splendid recrea-
tional areas such as those embraced in the recently established Prince Albert
National Park.
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ALBERTA

J i SURVEY of the Dominion’s natural assets discloses several fields
® in which Alberta makes a signal showing. In potential resources
R for agriculture the province stands at the top of the list. Various
e estimates of the acreage of possible farmland in Canada credit
(@ Alberta with possessing about one-fourth of the aggregate. The area
ié_ﬂ suitable for farming has been placed as high as 97,000,000 acres, of
> which hardly one-third is yet in occupied farms. Some idea of what
" the settlement of Alberta’s lands has meant to the Dominion’s
commercial progress during the present century may be gained from the fact
that Alberta’s farm revenues have risen from less than $6,000,000 to over
$300,000,000 annually. While grain-growing is the leading activity, stock-
raising, dairying, irrigation farming and other pursuits create a broad diversity
of agricultural and pastoral enterprise.

- In mineral resources, also, Alberta’s wealth is exceptional. The area
underlain by coal of various kinds runs into many thousands of square miles,
and the tonnage estimates of the total coal reserves are almost beyond ordinary
grasp. With a yearly production of some 7,000,000 tons, Alberta vies
with Nova Scotia for leadership in Canadian coal output. The progress in
the scientific treatment of coal for the recovery of oil and other products attaches

to these coalfields a potential value equalled by few Canadian industrial
possibilities.

Alberta claims pre-eminence again with respect to oil resources. In
recent years this province has been the centre of Canadian attention as regards oil
exploration, and the decline in Canada’s petroleum output has been arrested by
the bringing in of new Alberta production. Superseding Ontario as the leading
oil-producing province, Alberta is now producing more oil annually than the
entire Dominion produced four years ago. This turn of events has lent new
force to the hope that the day may come when Canada shall be self-sufficient
in respect to developed oil resources.

Not to mention its renowned national parks and other recreational
attractions, or its multiple natural assets of other forms, the province of Alberta,
with its vast resources for such major human activities as agriculture and
mining, bids fair to figure for decades to come as one of the foremost fields of
new Canadian development.




7

NS
&3
-

L
=

....-um(ﬂ\(((

ol ~{ 0
amé f
j /////Z ia, -

J

f&
Qi
[ {

'
ol |
W

7

/ h
({Am "l B
o oA
o ,,! !, .
i3 Mov.efal - | __ PR

£
j
!

ANIMATED MAP

OF

ALBERTA

The Artist suggests
good sport.

/;' =
h ={‘—‘ ermi

— VY

(T

—

h‘n

.'?ﬁn.gnu_ ! mﬁ!

N

$

= ¥ ¥ ﬁ'l[ i
.%\ﬁ"hﬁ;'umﬁm. it
7 P SN\; am é" '

i

AN

ARSIV
- -




- g2l R
I'I'I'l'v1"l-"ltit'ltl'ltt'rr'r-:w-\-'ﬂ-'t A A s s AR

SO I 'l”.? ]

I/f?,,, : M ‘ ‘H‘;{“ i e ;
{ //////////////V// i /Ji <. _‘&\ | MW%I }%}ﬁ%

,/////” > m” T
/ /;;-_h .'M ’ "1";-‘. N
g o T

&

BRITISH COLUMBIA

RITISH COLUMBIA presents a field of versatile interest to the
student of Canada’s resources. The Pacific province stands first

in so many things that it is difficult to select its outstanding
features.

In forest wealth British Columbia claims special eminence. It
possesses three-quarters of the Dominion’s estimated resources of saw
timber, and its annual lumber cut is not far short of half of the total
Canadian output. The latest reports show an investment of nearly
$63,000,000 in lumber mills and a yearly lumber production exceeding
$58,000,000 in value. While Douglas fir contributes the major portion of the

cut, spruce, hemlock, cedar, tamarack and western yellow pine also rank as
important items.

Fishing is another basic enterprise in which British Columbia’s resources
have given that province undisputed leadership. Of the total value of Canadian
fisheries production, British Columbia in recent years has accounted for just
slightly less than 50 per cent—in 1926 over $27,300,000. The salmon fisheries
are world famous. The halibut catch is a second great source of revenue and,
of the remaining species, herring, pilchard and cod are most prominent.

In no other Canadian province do mineral resources and the mining
industry occupy a position of higher relative importance than in British
Columbia. Long the leading mining region of the Dominion, British Columbia
to-day stands second in value of total mineral output but, in point of mineral
production per capita, greatly surpasses any other province. For Canada, as
a whole, the annual value of mineral production per head is about $26, while
for British Columbia alone the figure is well over $100. The province is
fortunate in the diversity as well as in the extent of its mineral resources. It
ranks as the Dominion’s chief source of copper, lead, zinc, and silver and as a
substantial producer of coal and gold.

To its remarkable fisheries, forests and mineral deposits, Canada’s
Pacific province adds a wealth of resources of other forms—of water power, of
ranching, fruit-growing and agricultural lands, and of renowned scenic, sporting
and other recreational attractions.
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