
F 113 5 G 2 3 1 9 51 0 M ~Re. 
Gadbois, Pierre 
The Mealy Mountains 
Expedition, Labrador, 1950 · 
preliminary report 

THE lfiEALY MOUNTAINS EXPEDITION 
Labrador, 1950 

By 
Pierre Gadbois 

Preliminary Report 

eburgoyn
White



, . t 

I.a rador , 1950 

by 

1a 

--------

l 



Origin ot Project 

OR IZNrICli 

Origin ot Projec~ - Objeet and 
Scope - ea - Personnel --

eport - - Transportation - Food 
qu1paent . 

rly in 1950• I mentioned to Dr . 1. · • atson that I ul.d be ver 

inter teci ia go1ng to the heart of Labrador 1.n or •r to make a g~~1cal 

atucly of t.be iron ning district. The Director ot the Qeognphical Branch 

Yery interested i1l thia project :and assured ae th.ut he uld do bis 

ut, st to BflD.d e there . Bowevert it turned out that, for lack ot d~uate 

transportation and because ot t e i cost ot s-uch an enterprise, th 

projeet eould not be approved tor the current iacal 1 ar an it had to 

• dropped for t e t1.me being. 

It was then that I was infor e of an lternate ,project t t we 

a ll, tro.a no on, rater to as he ealy Mount ins Expedition. The 

D~f ce H · eareh Board d r quested th t, a party of geogre e-rs be sent 

in the s outh tern e elville area in order to s U' , certain probl 

phy ic l and eeolc>gies.l,, ich ul.d 

pr tio ot eri 1 o-t ra.p s. I 

tri w1 ens1on. Suc 

rt of a k y to the inter-

th re onsi ilit ot th1 fi ld 

l t change in plans eant noi 

on.ly t e u to don all te prepara 10 a.lrea 1 e tort 

tiret pro j et , t alao that ould br 11 ve t e o pr eth 

s cou one. 

Object 

pr ry o ject or t in ition. to r-

l 



t, t.h preparatiœ in the ti ld ot groUDd keys for ir p Qto inter-

pr t.ation. n was in t'act the undertak1ng ot the s & kin of study as 

d been carried out during the previoUB sumer y Harry Lesh 

D ond in the Roaa.ine Hi.Ter area. The secondary object ot 

th1a party•• to co.nduci a geographical reeonnaisaance ot ~he ealY 

Kouta.inâ aree.. 

The acope ot t e work was 4et1ned as ing li ted to those asepets 

ot piysical geography and ot ecology llb.ich could be dete:rmiJled oa vert1ee.l 

phot.ographs; in other o~s, we ere to establish the relation.ship existiag 

e'tw ground features and their appearance on aer1:al phQtographs. ilow­

Ter, due to di.tf"icultieo e had in obtaining a caaplete photographie 

coYe e of the area, the seope of our 1IOrk ha t.o alt,ered. ocordingly, 

Dr. et.son instt.ructed e, 1J1 his. letter of "the. 12th ot 1ul9 • t :t ne 

expected rroa our n:pedit.ion " geaeral pb.ysical eeological account. ot 

the region, suppl nted by detailed studies or par~icular areas ,. 
•••• 

he area in w. ich our part.y was to wo:rk oonststed o:t t e land s th 

ot Lake llelville, to the crest, or the ·u.eal.y Mountains . liow ~er, 1 t s 

tioned t th 11 t tions er'a field sea. on woul not 

t lntensi ve at df ot the e tire area.. lt w s su.ggested, t, er fore , 

th t det iled studie s ou.ld co ncted around th st.reat'48 ri ers 

prort 1n t r transport so th tr Lake el-Yille tha~ o erl d 

tr en between parall el etre 

rsonnel 

art con uèt 

gr d 

1c l pec of t st y 

e un rtaken ere•er 

el! tt th as 1stance of I •• 

t cG111 Un1versi y t th~ t 

ibl • 

to cover d lt and e eological 



le as r. c Y' s responsi ility. He had aoqui ex .r1 ne in t.b.1.s 

field f as 1st 1arry Las and orJDaD ruaaon in te preparation. of ~h ir 

report. oa e iile RiT r proJec't elready entioned. 

e had the help ot t o Indtan guides -- one tro Sept-Il s, .• Q.. • 

aad t other hired at North st RiTer. 

RePort 

The part,y c ief waa to be reepons1ble ror su ~ting periodieal 

r porta tro the tield and t · e final project r port to 't e Geogra lcal 

Branch. 

:r transport t ion to and tr - Goose y, La ra4or, was proYided 

th:routJl the tacili'tiee ot the oyal Oena ian ir orce. Fr there 011, we 

were to tra-vel by- eaas ot two eigh~een toot 1Prospeotor• type ean.oea 

propelled by one t ors power out.ioœr otor. 

ood and &lpaent 

e qu t1on. of e ui t 1s 1scussed t le h in tbe :l ppendix 

' " o I ehall not i cuss t ere. Bowe• r, therè ar• a f 1 iëb 

I 

t 

ul like to e tian ecause t 

r ti of t re fil trips. 

cou.l b-e or a si t,ance 1n t e prep-

tirst i t ooncerns t e 11Se ot pressure cooJt--,.. la ~ e field. 

It iB op ion t t ·rt.1 into t, e wildernes carr1 a 

.... 4.14 ......... of d t at rticle hoold · e olute • 

it at ti t- t a pr ei er light· nor 

18 1 11 oo.kin ç l be on 1n t 1rat.i 

arJgun1ents, I ~o t one 1n t e 

r u ollowing c clusion 

ur coo r is a y 1e t ui n it 1ty o ll 



fiel parties . To qual1ty this statement, 1t should l>e enttone 1th t, a 

pr ure cooker sa.ves ore than hnlt the ~i e uaually em.ployetl at. the 

prepar tion o'f ea.l.B llhen. sueb t ime can be u .e-d to bettér advao:"age else-

ere. Furthermore . this kind of co0-k1llg aavee .mueh tuel. whieh • OYê ;Et a 

period ot a tew J100'the , •1gb.t amount to a far geater weight than. tilla\ 

of t • coolter itselt . 

Ano"tber oint on qu1paent i.S that t1eld persODnel sbottld. \N., pronded 

t terproot cove:rs tor ttll Yaluable equipaent ,, aueh as senants or 

transits , caa ras e..nd tilm~ etc. It must be r••oered th , onl,y one raia­

t all oTer a leuy tent is aurr1c1ent to dataage sueh equil)nlent end ~ 

pœ si bly: bllp ir the resul ts of hole s er in the r1e1d. 

h tollow11lg is a ration seal thot. I pe:pared for tllis ertï-• It 

s aleulated 111 ounces per day per n: 

suit t 

CO 

Deoon {slab) · 
Be6llB (bakeà.) 

ter 
Candy (hard) 
Che e 
Choe.olat 
Coooa 
Cotte 
J!>g ( powdered) 

l.. 9 o-s. 
l . Q 
l . 6 
0 . 3 o., 
o.5 
0 . 2 
1. 0 
o.5 
2 . 4 lour 

Fruit {d, ydrated} 
l . 8 
Oo5 

eat ( or Fish) 
ilk ( d ehydrated ) 

Ri~ 
Rum. 
S lt 
Shortan.in 
Spie 
Sugar 
Tea 
f'ea iscui • 
V egeta'bl«. ( deh. } 
, ·aearoo1 

4 . 0 uz. 
1.a 
1 .0 
1. 0 
0 . 5 
0 . ,3 

ol 
3. '6 
1. 1 
1. 0 
o.5 
0 . 3 

list ould dd son.p and ess~rt · a:ad other it· 

rt icular n ed of 1ihe l" y'. he ration se l . is · u.t rough 

1c C the etual r list, atter. t.àkin.g il! o 

1c r ne or t e r 1 conc rned . In av c .se, 

t 1 aea it our n -eds and it f , nd v ey iatactory. 
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Ar• actuall.y covered ....... 1eld 
ethod - - Chronologicnl ieport -

Scientitic Report . 

rea Aetually COTered 

e area eoTered bJ our part this s er , -.as uch s aller than 

had la éd; the rea er will find t e reaaons in the ppe.nc1ix A" 

ttached to t is report. It was ealculated th t th istancc eovered 

s in t e order of t hundred oanoe ailes • 

.he visiteà areas ere: 

l . Goos Ba proper 
2. erringt.on ain 
3 . he t hore or Lake elvill , 

fr Goose Bat t.o · orth e t Ri ver. 
4 . T e ort. we iver , L1ttl Lake 

and about, 2 alles on Grand Lake. 
5., he IJaailtoa River to liuskrat. F lls 
6 . pproxillately 24 les up the 

en iver. 
7. Carter Bas in and approxi tely 30 iles 

up the Kene c River . 

e ix treve.raes alt-ogetber; two of t re ovemigh ones 

an th:e others re short , averag· . 3 to 4 iles on both aides of the 

K n u d the en iel' river • o ·tra1.g 1.t line d 

bec e e for et s u ually oo dens t at such a · hQd a s ot pos ibl • 

... e distanoo tr. v lled on root c ot e caloulat d eea t here 

re no eri l ot -ra Yailable on the ares. of t , e ealy ount ins 

ere w er. I o ld iv t figure of twenty iles a r y rough 
0 

opproxi atio. It a ti te t t s t r a titud 53 22 ., 
0 

32' • ' 0 t ountain • 

5 



o up, our work con 1• éd for 'the ao t part ,or a stwl ot 

th lan on eit er ,ai e ot the X Jl , .u and enenicb riv rs 1n.lan to 

approxi 

atudy ot 

ly one 1, tho 1 s .e ·.· ~gions t. ia s ext. ded to enable , . 
""··, .. 

e region ich lookecl •or int.eresting on the aerial photo-

graph8. · o ever, 1;he lant tew lliles were travereed on foot -rr. 
0 0 0 0 

a prœilla'telJr 53 19• • , 59 41' • ~ t,o 63 22' • , 59 32* • , which ll8S the 

poe iti œ of 011r l et caape 1 te. 

• ain part or the trip, es t.1oned a'bo e, as 1ven tirst, 

1.laponaee. BoweY r, a r1p as de t,o ustrat Us, about 16 1l•a up 

tthe B ltœ riTer • to try out equipm.ent. Ou.ring this trip photos wera 

taken ot the riYer bank Teget tiœ .ap.d yaiogra y. The talla were also 

phot.ograpb.ed. an notice taken ot t: e bedrock outcrop$ o.n t e out 

ahor or the :ri ver, at t is 1.nt. 

A.no h r tri . ade to ort i8 t. ?er tor upplles betore t e 

ia trip as undertake.n.. D ring thie ov · rnigb.t st y certain th1 gs . e 

oticed wh1ch w& ecided ahould be tu4ied ore clos lY U' 

ch c lat r oa. T is sas ace pl o.a our return t 

an it ent.all an tternoon t.rip into Little Lak , and th~ h the arro,,s 

into Grand Lak ror 11 or so. 

expedition 

on e 

ti st 

y 

to 1e 

• r to 

have alre 1 een, h o ject ot h · 

ion or ground k:ey tor air- o o 

0 1v1d · 1a t 

ot er t 

ent t. d t.o 

e r gio.. 

to 

ter 

us 



ot -t aerial ot ra s or th ar a i or r t r , be.fore leav ror 

t e ti ld, aoat or t e physiograp ie problens to be invest1gated. 'l'he use 

ot a p ahowing the exact locations ot thase probl.e.ms ould have helped. 

greatl.y e actual plan.ning of our itin.erary, llowing us ~o divide ou.r 

t e aooordin6 to 't e relatiTe portanc o fiacli reglon to the tin l s1.udy. 

Dl the tield. t, e work woul4 ha•• consiatecl ohietl.y 1n the ident1ticat1œ 

ot aueh ar- that coulcl. .not be d.etiaecl poa1t1vel$ tram the aerial pho~ 

graptul . HOlf'ffff , u. was not poea ibl tor US- t o use thi oaue• 

ot the iaaTalla ilîty ot aerial photogra s betor our 4e~ure r-or be 

fiel4 . Ollr it1nerary was neo.•aarily l.Jmaett ·r.rt ~~ 'f~ lack ot acl•®~~•, 

lntor tion. and our system he.d to :bè re•ersed; inst ad ot correlat$.Jlg fr 

ot~ to gr und , e had t-o note t/ ground ro ti as the c e 

1i8.1t unt 11 we got the !)hoto ra s. t o tind out 

ottere4 y à1t1'1culty ot i.n.t,erpret tion. This thod ro ided:, no eana ot 

-,et t, e cons g . 

••a.os had :to e devis 

poi t of n aer1al pot 

t t elcl c ld 

Vit direc lY 

U.y l 

t prints. 

•e:re t o be toun and i t p-ro-v d to e 

order ta ena s o refer to glY 

p ed and ,ccu cy so th · t notes aketl 

o 1dentity th . by 

t, t I h d devis ed 

an4 was o ito b Tery rtf c ive; square gid or tneh or '\ inch ie 

drawn upon pi ce of celluloid or o r ~rens :ren 

t r •e used a inc gri e it llo clearer i io of t he 

oto 1d titié by con tiv 

n 0 1nat t ' an along any a . 0 

advis r al.on t h 1 tt d 

t 0 t he i all t r 1 ion ot t . ot. r • 

, 



e grid .a. l>era then a_ppear as tollo•: 

01 
02 
os 

°' 05 
06 
ov 
08 
09 
10 

02 03 04 05 06 O'I 08 09 10 

a. 

e nert. s\ep 1s t, rzover the rid wi.th other s eet ot celluloid, •o u 

t,o pr Y t the lines and n",.•i-"'"s to ear ott, and t,o bind 1 e t · o together 

(Scotch tape •s fou.ad s itable for that purpose). 'l'ile gri sheet 1.s uaad 

bJ placing it o•er the photograpb b1 reading the ordinata m.Llllber til:'St 

and e absciasa n ber aecond; thus~ point o ln the given xample should -
be re ae co inate 050'7. 1 e, a readi.ug i take.o, one st ake sure 

tha the outer line ot th •X-id is in perteet register wir, the border ot 

the 1ctur it.selt I and not t hat ot t l e it rgin otta seen on aer1al 

photogre 

care awat be taken to 1d.en.tify t s i photograph roperl.y: t-he elr• 

nrip or serial ber 11 enti.œed t1rst d i toll by t e plotur •s 

nu r 1tse1r (usueJ.ly separated tr the tirst by a hyphen.) and tinallY, 

"he coordinat ra.terre to. For ex ,ple • the point ll-08 ot the 541.b 

1etur ta --en o fligh.t-lin 531? 1d e u· i ed as 

It a ul at ~ iS oiu~ th li ·h celluloid sheets used 

1 er de e.n gll to CO er tull d t eretor t 
/by 

ode s a 1 h a.rro a eet us d • For 

point ot coYer ri ,. et, () n h a.ph up-side 

ri 1 under t ll C e b e\. 

1s n ce ait t in cr cor l 



or u/d , tor up- aide up . and :up•side doG , to the original ident1ticati 

code . Ther for , . P . 5317- 54 u/d 11~8 eans t t • 1n order to ltlld 'the 

coordiAa U a, the hotogre 

pl ci.Dg e grid sheet oYer it . 

as to be 't rned up-s1d do betore 

(b) 0151. ~he aue procedure ad t.o be adbered to for the study 

ot \be Yegeta-tion • was able to collect eaough 

intomatio on the ,µ-oun.d to d1tferene1ete betne the tollowi.D.g T&ge\atioa 

pat t rna as a Mn on eri..al photogra e: 

1 . hore Y e'tntion 
2 . u..skeg 
3. Coni~erous t'orest 
4. Coniterous and d.eciduoua Ued torest . 
5 • .Bllre rock (•e etsti ) 
6. llountain top vegetat1an 
, . c lie woodlan 
8 . Open llchu lan4 

· 9 . Ri Ter balik Yegetat ion 

In order to e our t udy ore c prehe si Te , oth Iaa c'aly 

selt took n rous otog phs ot eTery'\h!n t.bic se 

or tfpieal . his s toUl'ld o.tten itt1eult it .not imp sible because ot 

t g:reat de 1ty and hei t of ny parts ot t he forests inTestiga.t.ecl . 

o otogra s are li t d WJd ident ified in ~ 1 ndix au, attachêd ~ 

is report; cKay' tograp s ~ ere recorded in th last th1rt ..on 

or his o rel1 nary report. 

Chronologie al •Pon 
ecaus or t •ar1ous eue t.anc t :'t ar tull1 explam 4 tu 

oendix o'f t r -o:rt, o fi ld work s la ur1D.g 

ll"i ot on ile • Leb-r or. ere ot 

e ip to l .c. • • at t • 
hort tri 0 Us Ri Ter, t].y 

is r ort ill cl d only t; s t t field. 



10. 

er 'being su Jected to torced idlenese during a rly a ou.th , 

we h tiaall received ost or our equipraen.t b.Y J'uly ?th and re ready 

to leaTe . he preYiou nigh\ • I had l>adl.y sprai.ned le:tt ankl.e an 

••• t.ho t e OC'tor h d rec enc.\ed two or three daya or coaple~ in-

ao\ivity , I d cidecl to lNTe while the weather was n1ce, and to rest at 

air tiret c-p. 

• had plU'Chase4. a11 our field proYiaiona 1Jl orthwest. Ri•sr , the 

prniou.a ••, and :we alao ha4 takan an Indian ide back witb. us . Hie 

n•• was 1u.les SenelM,at, Baatis , the son. of ouglaa Best , one ot H. (h 

at.kina• guldea on ia trip up t,he Ken River 1l:l Augu.at 1928. The tact 

t.ha\ I ad :aelect-1 an Indian gaTe rifle· ~o qui.te a cœtroversy bstwee rq 

asais t Ian cxa· and self . lUa contentions bei.ng tbat a llhite Labrador 

native w ld be auc aore auita le tor this 1nd ot rk. as he eoul be 

ot greater aeaistance in the t1eld, and bec use ot 1s owladge or glish . 

o eve.r • I h d already hired another Indian. fr Seven IPlands to • l 

prami ed a e enial c"""1-'Clil1on tor the s er , but I no thoroughly 

1t Le.br 'Or n tive weuld bav en 

•uc etter sine ey o tuase parts ot th c ry 'thoro 11 d: they 

or,e in.tell1gen\ t the Ind1 • rew Bro of' the ,ati.onal 

nti to e is r um tr Grand Falls on the 

i•er , that h v setistied 1th . is aative 1d J'ohn 

t ra , o r part ot tour cl ed t Indiana and - wer 

otm later ho us tul ey w®J.d l)e to u • 

ost of cup1e at oadin s ip o 

t 1 d no trwis ~ ion 

lo k. our ere 

ri . . • c. . . eras o t h t 1r fort e 



11. 

occ iœ, we ere cax:ried s e ily to our starting point at th 1AOU.th of 

te Kena River. It 

equ1paen\ on a and-

t o'clock when we started to unload our 

usad as a s er camp 1 the looel t1shemea. 

e wen'li ti ve or 1x iles up the r1Y.er and pitched cup on a aœall aandy 
0 

1 1àDd near e lett ban.le, at approximat.e latitude 5 24•30"II. ·11he r t 

of 'the de. s apent travelling baek and rortb betw en the ea_p and the 

aaad.- r, until all our equi ent and prov1siODs •ere transtened. 'l'he 

ohu.nel 4om.atreaa troa our little island was very ahallow and the JIOtor 

coul: not be uaed at all times; tor that reasœ our load ad to very 

aaall on each t r1p. oweTer, the days were still long and it was possible 

ror ua to work uatU nlidnight, and c011plete the job. 

be par\y was at a stanà.still dur1ug Sa urday and Sunda, becau&e 

of injurecl toot. he tirst da a clear and l."JI., with a heigb.t ot 
0 

80 at noon. In the attern.oan I went do-wn.stre tor short reconnaisaeace 

.... r 11b.1ch resulted the tollOlting obsenetions: the AUIU is slow 

tl 1ng riTer with a rather straight cours tr sou.th to nort.h; it itJ 

el relatlv to other st.re av1ng their o rce in th ealy · ountuina. 

is relative ranquil.lity and the ra.~t that \he river eposit, its 

lluvi tive or six le upstr suggeet that it has at-t;a1ne a cert 1n 

d ree of grad equili ri in its lower eo e a't least. Anothe:t ar ent 

in tevour or this hy oth sis is t at te corrasive p rot the rive~ 

s ee d t o e uch or tt et 1 e l t.erally t an ert1c ally. 

On Sunday orn , McK y n h t o Indians report ed that at i -

nr t t 1 e a r th er i li gh , s et 11 a gr, e i gl , 

rees • It a peared \o h ot rore ta 

e 1n o gas a t"lo tin 1n t e 1r. 

er fo around e p in the · rni and 
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t o t it a visa le not o eac e anyt 1n but gasolin at this ieulor 

place . e tirst rapids were only one il upatreara ere it was not 

posai le to portage our heavy canoes tbrougl t e thick for t und ou.tting 

path ould have taken too uch ti • e and energy , so we oœte plated the 

ssibility of crossing ta small stretch of l nd separating us fr th 

Ken ic 1ver 8I reac the -cal.y 14ountains that way . ·:e -er assured by 

the Indiens that the mountains could be reached in leaa than a eek. 

In accorda ee \! 1 t these plans , ·on Konday , (cKay and a guide ade a 

cache et the portage trac· located t the eastern tip of t11e gre t ben.d of 

t ri 1rer which is ees ily recognized on any m.ap or t ... e area . Du.ring thftt 

t e , I went do\lll.Btream with the other ide and v f g soline 

end oil at cLean' s oint , at the northeastern extrellli.ty of Carter Basin. 

It s raining ail morning and e ere not able to sta.rt unt il noon. wl en 

tl e slcy e leared . 

~hen we re en d e p aft r king our e c 1e , Ian cKay r ported 

that a traverse aeross the portage route toul not be praeticabl · w-ith 011r 

ig canoe becs.use the track as too narre • e decided t n that ould 

tr vel upstrea on the Ken u , as tar as ·,e could go nd ntoke lateral. 

traverses on t e y down . ter that , e werc to o up t e en ch i ver 

y or arter ein ù follow its course to th ountains. 

'h e ne 

to pol our 

plans co pelled us to trav l 11f)lt, in order to be able 

throu t r pids . o , after ecidin t at hi part of 

t trip 

e enou 

our 

o 1d not take 

banic r r t 

in fiv our 

or 

t 

th n ten days, 

iod of' ti1 • 

sorted enougb. su plies and 

noon on fuesda. , er on 

e tr v 11 distance of sixteen or sev nteen 

11 to t e ir t 1 ort t rapid eyon ic it possible for u 

to o unl e h d b done . th canoes and alk ù. Our t e too 

limited ta do so, therefore we were to begin our lateral traverses at this 



13. 

polll\. 

n ..,. five o•clook .men we reachecl the rapida Ullder a threatening 

et,. our e•p pit. ed on as l alluvial island (A.P. ~51-51}, jus~ 

l>efore a tl:umdere\o • It s tound, to our grea't cœcern that. o~ Mout 

Logan teats nre not water»root. 

ne reJ.n tell all ihrou.gh tbe n1 t and stopped around t.en o•clock 

on ed.aeaday aon.1ng. one hou.r later e r sta~ing on a traYeree along 

a a•ll etreaa loeat,ed nearl.J' one aile 'below the rapide (A.P. 5-310-51 u/ 

11...03). lked all attemoon thout tindi uc intol".llllt ion tbat 

co\lld not haYe bec ident1t1ed tr t.he aerial otognphs. Along the 

streau end e riYerllanks • - llotfS were growing in a.bUA4ance on a aarehy 

oil. Avray tr 'the etrea, the tlat areas were coY :re4 llith a thick 

torest ot olack ep:ruce, birch, popla.r and alder. 

a bal.a treea could be o erved w1th the eYer do..runant 'b ck apNce 

and ithere re e stret es ot lichen oodlead; their extent howner 

Yery l t and t ey could aot 'b identitied on the erial phottographa. 

e ost c on groW1d cover consiat-ed ain].y ot pe t osa. hursd •s 

traYerae was o the op 1 e sid of- the river, along another s ll «tr 

(A.P. 5310-50 u/4 12-07 to 10-09}. T e s e con 1t1ons as ere notai 

expected in c 

to see 

o'clock. 

inve t te C 

st C 

old Indi C p 

roo in 

e .etre ns de ply entr c.h 

con olidate4 te-ri l t at o t iJ o s i 

rock. 

s ra Y an t th r cl aro 

'Lor J'1 ov l'lli t 0 d 

i 1s &ri l 
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0 t • 

( 3l /d 1 ) o lett r e ri 

top oil. 
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le"Y 
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firat pot, to inve tig t {06- 05) s re eh d in one hour an tt turned out 

to usk:eg at ah t of 210 teet abovo our ca paite . ' he soil cov ~r 

consiste ostly of 'tariou.s herbaceoua plants and peat œs . lhere wer 

no treee but so scatter d ahrubs or spruce one to t o teet in beight . 

Co 1ng up the Kena u iiY r on uesda , we had seen huge colusm.s 

of s ok r1s1 rroa t.his approx te ar a , so· decided to 1nvestigate 

t e extent ot th fire presently . \Ve llced rigb.t thlL'ou -~ t e bu.rned 

ich s not very extensive ( n • • 310-49 u/d 04-00 , -06 , 07 ,-08 , 

ho extent wa lit.dted by 

the rshes and uskegs fr wbic the f'ire shied away . ppa.rently , the 

conflagr tion 

Te tation . 

s c used by lightning setting tire to driod lichen 

11 round cover was bu.rned t, o th_. roots ut ost ot the trees 

stood up . /here the fire s ~ ost -violent , the tree branches re c ,pletely 

bumed , but eTer ere el.se the spruoe needles , althoug burned , ramained 

on the ranc es and gaYe to th 

utumn in a deciduous roreat . 

s a light bro e olour l1ke thnt of 

in our 

t ven o ' clock it s arted to rain hea ily and · e aougbt shelter 

ter roof leeping baga . Th In ia had only a bl.an et to share 

bat en thom, so t ey used irch bo.rk both a.a round protec1aon ànd cover 

again t t rain . one of u had ueh sle ·p ec use of the black f'11es .• 

got up t ~ive o ' elock. on turday orning and dried our eloth and 

l e g s ov r e pf'ir. c ay · d · yselt ent about takinB photo-

egeta io spot-readiu tor startin ck to base-c m.p where 

rri early f'ternoon. took t h ternoon to 

1c up on our c n ed d lee • It r ined eavily t h rough th nigb:t, 

ut elear. t noo J ly 16th , Ian eKe. ent for a hort 

tr ve s on h rigb.t k Of t i V r ( •· • 10- 50 u/ 15-10 to 0 -12) 

while I went downstream to see a cut-bank slope, that we nad noticed on 
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re lan th t are so prtlllinent on the aerial otogr phs. '.rhe/ ere 

si il r to th arsh s we ad seen revioual.y but they showed a gre ter 

d e ot encroac ent. Tanner aays that • • • • the e mires h ve been 

t, ec posed by echanical agents• µrincipally by the frost, and ar 

a os ic or bog aJlu f en \Jhere irregularl/ curTed line ot SQlllewhat dr1er 

b vegetation run i festoons ac:rœs the narr :ren belts with pools ot. 
1 

ter or turr " • 

On our return e ere ott red by tishenrian t.- idrley Blake to so and 

spend Sund i ith hie f'aülily in North est i ver. e accepted of course 1th 

great pleasure, antie1 t that we u.ld be provided ith fresh food and 

co ortable b s. · e were not deceived 1n our expectationa and were œt 

cordially and generously aeceived by our hoats. 'l'he da.y was spent ostly 

at Ytsltin the Indian settle t ot orthwe t ... iver and at ta.k 

our pleasant st waa really too s ort and e had to start back 

at hal.r past six on on ay aorn.ing. heu & reached our cam , the ww 
blowing hard a.n the lake s too rough to allo us to tr vel by c oe. 

1 e ere co pelle4 to it again, and to rend r att.,ers worse it- started to 

ra.in :t noon and the rein contin.ued ll day. 

After supper, la cKay taok he otor .... canoe and headed. tor a tanker 

anchore at lar e, I had rn h · that it. 1'0Uld not b s te beeause 

ot t 

th 

thr a ening not co e ack tha.t n ight ,. u1: return d 

at ten o'cloc • le had to sleep aboa:rd because it orni 

w too sto to c · c ac • 

e t rn on of th 25t a cle • so prep red th ee s ry 

1 
• 

19 7, Vol. 1, 



prortsions for our trip p the en · ich River . Our purpose s no to 

rechte a ountain in the shortest possible t , and on the way 

back to t e notes on any change or tran 1 tion in the veget tio • e 

en ic is a Tery switt river on wb.ieh our ten-horsepower motor haè. a e 

itt"iculty propellin t o canoes and suc a hee.Ty load a we had; for that 

reason , it was to be easier for us to go straig t up an on the way uke 

whatever stops uld be requlred • 

.ktter crossing carter Basin , we trav lled during three hou.ra on 

the m.eand er · Ken ich where the distances ere tound to be ery deceptive; 

the eanders bei.ug Yery long and in the sema general orientation as the 

ri Ter - instead ot be ing at r1ght angles as would be t case 1th sounger 

eanders - one ftnds hi.OlSelt travell1ng long distances in a direction 

opposite to the one he 1ntends to rollo ·• Gonsequent].y , 1nstead or ving 

tr velled t•eo.ty miles in a stra1ght southeasterl,y direction t.oda , e 

round oursel-res o l.Y six or seYe air- il clos r to our goal . Our rourth 
() 

c p as este lish don the lett ban.le a appr ximately latitude 53 26 ' • 

ednesday s another r iny d J • I could not. help thinking ho 

aceurate • • ar s e.u in his doctor l thesis on tbe "Cli te of he 

C nadi ~stem ctic O , he :ntioned that in _ abrador one is al ys 

er t e con tan. dri pin of t e rain . 

In th ev n1n t one or t ides CO pl ine of in "sore all o er•. 

1 C d he ran i'ev r, so I g V so e o- lnine as a 

1 x tive trost 2 • In t orning he id not feel any bett r, and 

e CO pl in of oh t ion . ere atr id he t have 

or pl uri y t deci it for or efinite .s pt 

b fo t He felt orse riday 80 

eid l cul sar r to t k i ck. ·e et r ed 0 t t tour 



• 

o'clock a ter the rain had topped. 1the current was swU't and e reae ed 

cLean' s oint in less th n t o hour. • The tish rmon' s boat we had intencled 

to ire to take us across t e lake was in dry dock for repaira; e went on 

to the out or the Kenwau Hiver to f.1nd out thet ail the boat.a had gone 

ou~ for the week nd. I decided that we shou.ld pitch our camp on the shore 

unt il onday. However cKay ad other ideas and he 

~~s1sted that I should cross in our otor-canoe. I ùid not accept until be 

eam.e th two local people to assure e that 1n. sucll a. cal.nl se it could 

be done. It was y aistake, as party leader I should have etuck to my guns 

and retused. 

e had not started out ore than an hour en the weat er changed; 

tr dea oa , it bec e indy an<l stomy ,and the waves took gigantio 
l tl. >- ) "•1 f ~ 

proportions.. The sea was now very threatentn , ~·q· I steered to ards a tânker 

anchored in the iddle of the le.lm. hen e fin llY arr1Yed. ere, it took 

us a long time ~o get aboard beceuse the lake aa so rough that the canoe 

as ooting u and down beside the rope l dder. ·of the ship without g1~1ng us 

ti e to rasp its ru.ngs. All his trouble was futile: we tound out that we· 

re not elco e a board the ga.aoline t er and that e had to go on aicross 

t lake. 

11 of · s sho ed g nuine fright en e lef't th t hig hip for our 

s 11 unst crart. he lake look now like the high. seas in the 

1 dle or a stor • I s inf'o d later that it · s so rought t hat ail th 

o ts trying to l v ort ent iv r at hat t • e ad to ret.urn to their 

shelt red 

an ry se 

rgin a 

t nsion 

11 

s t sire -lik 

are t of 

it 

coul h r over th infernal noise of t 

riek of th propellnr a t h t rn 

e ve. e er all in t or re t 

in t~e xpre ion of our f ces. he io Indien 
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a in ing 1 t eth in tear, te o er guide was n oli s prayera 

as Ian cKay s trying to a'taer our s ll boat to satety . · e tine.lly 

touched bottœ a ed tor a tew undre4 ,ar4e to shore. At hat ent , 

rain ~arted to rail hea i lY a it it had waited ror our satet.y betore addiJig 

to ou.r aiaertes . tarpaulin as rap141.Y raised againat t e ston and l.oat 

1n d.eep ~ o we ate 1n silence. 

lJl the aoraing we sa• a s ll boat eading tor orthwest •er and 

we a alled ha to wait. tor us . e took us aboard and toyed our oanoe . 

t t e settl ent e tound that Dr. addon had let\ tor Hoped le and wœld 

not 'back betore onday . 1 e decided to lea.Ye :the sick Ind.ian and p1ck 

another an ~or e rest o~ our trip. I went to Goose ~ o i:Junday to 
/ ooat 

t e oa.nk. The Hudson •e Ba c~~,._, brought ae b ck 

to ort west · RiYer on )lœidQ ! afternoon . e int dea to lee.T on Tues ay, .,, .,.'ilt,. 

., ., .. , r, µ,.dien decl.àred en a scessed tooth hich ha to e pull d out , 
\. ,. 

alo g th ,~cond o e , bY th nurse ot th Grantell iss1o. ) 

ho recOJDrl8J:11.Cled that e s ould rest tor the d y . ednesday 

and e re toreed: to del y our re'turn to th Ken ch iver. 

On ust 3rd, J'ules Beat was left in the eare ot the GrenteU. 

ospit l and his broth r ichel s sel ed to replae • l.ett the 

settl e t t nille o'cloek and reached camp IV { • .P. 320 O /u 16-08), 

ddle of- the attemoon .• cache 

r rip on he river s r ed :tll elev n o•-cloek, hi:o 

pit our :ts on l rt hor of t ri r { .P . o3l'1-54 u/ 

u -œ) . 

In t cros to t oppo it 

In 1 s told 

land -lide h 

occurr - 0 

ver tro ve ti on ov r cl 

- and 

oil. e.re re ll 
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illo , bunc berrie , carrent, 11 rasp rrie • et-c. 

Att r 1s short. stôp, we kept on t Ken ch, t1 ill widel.y 

eander T ry s llo • e had to pole wr ay up r 1 s a at 

t, e had to walk hil the Indians poled or towed the oanoes around 

bouldera widely scatt red in h river. This s tiae- conswaing and 

ner the doY'• work e notice4 tb t we had trawelled œly a te• ailes. 

had no phot raph:1.c coverage or this area end t e lack of large scale 

IUlkee it · :possible to id ntifl t exact piac 

c paite. 

t or our sixth 

It rained early on Saturday orntn • bu~ th rest ot the ay was 

tin ana. by noon , e had portaged to th l ead or l. rapld and re 

paddling up-stream. for other ile. 

settled t re tor the n. t (Ce p VII). 

r ehed t e second tribut ry n 

Betore atarting ou: on the roll. ing da • cac on of t cenoes , 

tbe otor d all t e suppl1 es and equipment 'th rt ere not to be requ1r tor 

our trip ont eal 7 Kountatns • Tb.en Ian c a, elt portaged across 

l to t t ir tri i\lta y ch • les t t . is 

i Vry S 11 riv r, bout 75 te id ,. l t ,ery ele r 

a allo a.ter bov oul:iers erg t ev ,ry tiv or si% f et. 

Te et tion 0 C eept on to ot 

CO gr ore nere the ald r t iekets er n 

ry carc. e oil S C po ot ro an f C • 
ile up l tri ary to e Indian ort rout 

ich l to th ly ont inS d the ight · t the 

1t or Ind1. C p. 0 u d exp cted 0 Indi 111 

th r, re ppoint t rt • 

r c:k in B ro 1 h t t, 



t, th t we could not s nd ore than one eek 1n the ountai.Jls. 

Accordingl • w e env h be.nie and brought supplies tor one eek and 

e start d out on t 7 ot August on a long alk to the mou.nt 1n.s I acroe 

tena and rshes. ortu.nately 1t was a cool day but st.111 this lk across 

rahu in whic one•s teet sink ankle deep ,,as quite str41 • By the 

d ot th day we d cl bed aœe 650 tee'li a bove our preTious c p and •• 

pitched our t n~s in the forest, at the toot o-t the bills. he Indiens 

t.ook part ot our supplies to the top ot the hllls early on 'fuesday ornin.g, 

and eue ck tor us at, seTen. o•clock. It took us tive houra to reach t.he 

\op, at a heig.bt ot 1,400 te-et above t e toot. of the hills. Ian UcXay 

an aelt were Yer1 t 1red and i t was a wondar to us ho the Indiana could 

ol b twioe in the saae m.ornin.g thout s owing any si ..,11 or tatigue. 

Our tirst surTey ot this art ot th ea).y' ou.ntains bl-ought us 

not iDg but deception. he so-called mountains are reallY not ou.ntains 

ut t ey r the.r eppear to be an elevated plateau, a f.ormer peneplaln in 

ich the c e in base level produoed by it up~litt as started a 

n ew cycle or erosion. e ere iseouTaged mostly b cause we could spend 

o l.Y one e :k in an area ere it troul have taken ten ti es as uch to 

ive study. e oul have h d to walk perha. s t irty iles 

o er th hills tore eeting t any structural or eeol , 1col changes 

and th t s out ot t e uestio for us. So deeided to th st 

e of our te t r an ~ 

1v r ropp • 

go C etor t e l vel ot ~h · K~n ch 

og t i 

ot our ose dur 

rly ' ednes y r in an · e eQuld not see t l th 

ole y V - in • 1.l:tho h it s s ill foggy 

11 lk ror ny t it s not 

os o e on t un r r ere reliev tro r d 
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ra1n ror only a te 

rain . 

inutea on Fri , but a aout westerlJ wind broug t ore 

~aturday orn w s cle r 'out the e.tte.rnoo.n s overcast , we 

hurrii ly collect.ed st ot t h e infor st ion we want ecaus e e had onl.y 

t • daya lett bet'ore the 16th . , and the lndlans reared that t e level 

ot the Ken•1ch ght have dropped considerabl.Y durin the laat. week and 

\hua • e ight not have been a le to r turn as s eed1ly as we had e.n.tiei-

petod. So, we re oored tor our retu.rn , and it n un Y, st 13th , 

t st e started di 1 · • . ·e w re travelling 11 t and for th t reasan the 

trip mu.oh sier thun. it had een on the y u • lthouah the level 

ot the river had dropped cous1üctrabl , rorcin us to ole through J&all1 

or raids , it ao possible for us to reach C V b tor6 s co • 

On t e foll a 111€ a7 • · e travcll on t he lo er Kener- ie .1 to 

C rter .... in' s o tl t · to La --e elville . 

e party 

ie el Sena e t 

c dis bered on Tuosday , 

tien ut t he Indi n settl 

ust t c 15th , 

ent of ort e t 

lett 

1v rand 

we retume t.o oosG Ba.Y to . ait tor our air transportatioo back to ontreel . 



eport, 

( ) hysiag;:a,2h7 . It y be sai that the ge.neral p!lysiographieal 

\rait t 11ere able to o e1"'Y" in th lower l{an u and Ken 1ch area 

did ot present h va.riety . ne h.ole ar a ).yin t th root of the ealy 

oWlt. ina an exteAdillg to Lake elvill is covered 1t· tluv1o laci•l 

an.d rin :terials 1Jt._o wh1ch the st:r asas are now cu.t.ting their ·ean4eriag 

pat.ha . h tlUTiO c1al epoaits e tou.nd in t c more elented pans 

ot · 1s plain , ar t e foot ot the m.ount. 1na • while ". e arine se nt.a 

tu1l1 cover the re depre sed areas t,hat er once i.nYaded y the aea . 

It •• t t atone tim a great tiord extended tro the Atlantic and 

covere Lake Mel Till , th Bac • Double ller 1 Little••'Lake and Grand Lake 

• • ll aa part or t e l er course ot t e Hamilton ...,iver. t t at time 

'th actual 1J:lt errluves bet, e n t e Ken ich, _ en euailton Rivers 

eer b 1ng · ilt by th depoeitio of ~ ... is çeat r1ord an er to su erge . 
l ter . tl lan tinally rose grad uall.y , iAe sed· en a ere de oaitecl 

, r ting ell · et ed ~erre.ce$ ich are the actu l sand. 

lh s ern ahor s of t~i fior er ppa.r ntly bare d rugged 

it tl ir ü wl.y acq ir ci t, cuntain.s. ese 

r s ta ore i ersifie rGlief ut ar · ly es rv to b .oalled , oun.tai.ns, 

er nt 

• R v. 

Y ar 

entar 

consi red a suc bec uae f eir .fieigbt 

• ,. i land, the c_p 1rogenic 

ost lik lyre res nt ~ive ot of p 

r t uplift it ept o ot it c araeteristics bui, it 

o io res 1 chan in bau -1 vel. 

or e i l e Di tric , 



ot t in e araeteri~tics of p ep tion 

r lat1Te t gaence or its ~ its. H ev r, 

t it atill otre ia ~he 

h v een s eh a al p rt 

tins t at t is g nesis 1 ust be veritied tb other parts betore of t, 

it C be tully ace pted. ne certain tact 1~ th t the hole are visited 

last glaciation. h b œ ch rad oy t 

more extensive htn1ogra ieal study or th18 area will e includecl 

in tAY tin.al report on t iS sunuaer•a tiel --aork. 

) Cli 

McKay f.o r- the 

'eather. M.s ect ion as been prepared y I. • 

t art, an it a pears in bis o prelillin.ary report. r. 

c ay re ined in Goose y r_or a r dnys atter my de... r:ture a d e wo.s 

'thus a le to :u.aine e eteorol gical Section•s records there. 

y and Lake elv1lle 1ain are or or less rrounded 

orrange:m t of ountains ~ 1th t o en en l 

Inlet, the _eneral La'Jre.dor clil ate does not 11118~ ex1 t ere. 

Th ounta , e i:'P.Cially the aly • t.end to up eno scen.din. 

ir to cs.u e condensation fairly early in t ~e orning rege.rd.le"'s of nd 

irect1 t ... att rs ver little tror.1 ., Aere the win e es w_ t ia area 

a udson ay to the At, Davis S rc: 1t to the ort , and the Gulf of' St. 

Lawre c 

t t f 

hie 

or i 

t e t la.nt i Ocean t o th e ~t , a 11 ources of umüi ir. 

arca 1s n outli e r th la.in re l . ore t, do«Jign t 

o o ·ow.d peet the cl te to e ra or les si lar to 

or st •. J.hi : s • in a t, qui te tru , uceor 1ng to 

are it is l oed iL 1n c •. ~bornth it •a c1 sst · c tion o~ 

ic ry erna cli te. 

1 ivi io or t e 
., , 1950, p. 



r veiling inds are ot jor intcre t .cn1se ot their influence on 

t veg ta ion . _h statisties aho · pr Yail dnd f'rom the st a.nd 

nort to e stro 8ft d ring both J'ul nnd ugust, although in thio lest 

th t e south nd is equel to t et from the north . s. detailec1 ~ re kdolllll 

ot aTer ge 111n velocit1es an tleir _proportion ot t e, 1n hours , follows 

below. 

~ 

W1ber or ours the Yind blew troa: 

10 58 95 

vera e s o ed in miles per hour: 

9 . 8 

ber or ours the wind blew tr 

• 

205 89 '14 

spe in les per hour·: 

9 . 6 

ugu.st 

1'15 68 64 86 

6. 6 

s • 

llO 25 32 '12 

93 

13'1 

h ............. .., ..... r or hou of r 1 ra11, o rc nt , haze, d cl r th r is 

liso iv n el w in perc tag a of tho tota - hou.r s t in he fiel ; that 

f.ro July l t to u t 25th. e c e tr t a and f ro p ot o 

i d t o t hot r p s rc t ak uri g r el r d ys , oRt of t 

i t. 

in 

Cl r 

1.22 

of t l hours r r h 

1n 

30.16 77 .82 

Ov r 5/10 cl d 

10.l 



Clar aze -
14. 82 15. 66 

Complete overeaat . 

41 .50 

26 . 

0V r 5{10 c loud 

2?. 22 

hese r ures appl.y t,o Gooee Bay and •os~ 11kely to all tlle sand 

plaln . but th y are not representati.ve ot t.he weat.her fou.ml on the aountain.s . 

1'1nelly, the tollowing is a listr of the :maxima and Bd.niaa ill the 

il.Y ~ · perat.ures regist red et our caapsites wnenever possible. 

DA 

July' 7 
• 8 

9 
10 
ll 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
2 
2V 
28 
29 
30 
31 

ri 

1 

not h 

it 

~ 

82 
80 
68 
68 
81 
86 
?4 
88 
76 
76 
70 
68 
68 

3 
ôl 
50 -

ot rap • 

y o r 

~ 

48 
47 
43 
43 
41 
50 
52 
52 
45 
44 
42 
41 
42 
43 
46 
44 

45 
46 
45 
45 
4!> 

!L...! 
Aug. l 

" 2 
3 
4 
5 
6 ,, 
8 
9 

10 
ll 
12 
13 
14 

-

... 
52 
58 

42 

26 
42 
62 

40 
48 
46 

-

's rk s be study of veget ti an its 

rcu he di af ground ork d 

ey Ca · s o v etation de lo 

e tor 

L region 
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ot La rador. e results ere posiiiv d this p rt ot the ~1eld rk 

can be cœ.sidere aa a ccess. 

Th• ditterent k s ot vegetation that. ere stuâied , He- y are g1Yen 

1.11 th ect.ioo or ie report pertaining 'to Field ethoda (page 9). In 

regar to Yeget.ati , 1t wa evident :that aloog ehore lines and river ha.nu 

a veey detinite graduation ot vegeta\ton p.resent. Det1nite epecies 

nearlY alllll18 ocourred in a r irly unitom layering or pattern. 'i'he t.rend 

of zoaation tro the shore bank back u.d up to igher land is aa foll0\18: 

illo , alders, aeper, ite spruce, black epruce, r1nau, birch œ 

the higb.er • lees ea~ureted la.ad. 

The T getatioa in the lower-lyin auak:egs is also aore or l.eas e 

saiae. T ia 1s s own cl rl.y in photogra s taken 1n uskeg country during 

d1tterent traversea. 

tJk:egs cœs1eted o-r t. type • tu.W1.el1 black spruee usk.eg and 

open keg. e to er is a regular Iack spruee· t.orest with saggy, 

sk -like tloor. !hi y exl t as taiX"lY high el.evations in depreased 

la~t r aa t • or only d rf, trees, sueh areas b tween inter tluvea. 

as lac sp ce or i rack, th re t or t . a eover e1ng 

L br dor- t , cotton, rass, bak a pl , edges, te.., usually wit in .an open 

on e eentr, ~d s rrou.n ·oy the l ck p.rnce ke lr 1 

tian o.n th Lake elville P.l. in. and stret 1 

tor r t 1 t ne etw n the toot ot t ount inB and e 

111 • 18 ry CO icuo aeri .oto repbs at i bl"e • 

a diff rent pea c.e. 

0 t l1ch -eo ered r.uce, one 

ur tor 1 CO iti ou 

t -'10 t hi con t r d • he tloor er is OV r 



1t aoases, h e terne, buach-berr1 1 ad oth r B ll plan~. 

Cli b1.ng hi r • t.he height 1 eter of t e tr•es decreasea and 

oa t e un tain. topa t ere reaatn only bare rock, lieb.en encrusted,. sœe 

all rshes her and there • and dwart s pruc e and birch growi.r:lg 1l'l saall., 

rock-ah ltered de resaiœs. 

· e p yaiQSr ph1 here is a series of ore or leaa parallei ridges of 

roUD4e4 and s11oothed roc • with tairly lfide tlet Yalleys bet een. Oo.niters 

and birch t.rees up 'tb.e Yalley aides, once eg in decreasing in size 

with a incraaae 1n elevation end exposur•. 

ne tlat valleys bet en are poorly drain•d basiu which WO\Ùd be 

eg if the soli wer dee enough. 

harder er-toot, but witb. the usual 

Ins:t.ead , they are :raore like iaarahes, 

k vegetation. ·,ild asten grew 

' , as well as ch gol enroà.. They ere not presé.nt in th usk 

a~ the toot ot e · e ly ou.atains. 

In co clusion to this re ort I 1 li.ke to a,y :t-hat, coosider11lg all 

'the dicaps • had, it s still possible for us to collect e valu.able 

intor tiœ o.n this regiœ or Labrador·. no ,:,ver, hr. Te ul s were aot he.t 

thre ontn easo. in tbe field and it is 

s tian t t in t t"ar ore tiae should be give tQ ctual 

sci tific rep ti ot field tri • 



s 

n wr1t1ng th1s part of m.J report I aware that 1t Jl1ah~ 

retl et on certain 1.ndiv1duals or ~enci es who aigbt be parti, at f~~ 

ror our ditticu1t1es; ho-.ever, such is not my intention and thaee are 

ntion d erely in order to revent t e1r possible occurrene-e in the 

prepe.rati or other field trips. reaarks should not be ta.ken as 

criticiaaa retlecting on any art ot our organization: but th y should be 

eonsider tor what t ey are, t at is a constl"'Qcti ve advice tor the 

beAetit or t ose wbo re fortun.ate enollgh. not to expe.rlence su.ch delaye 

an other ditfieulti• as w had . 

Un ailability of aerlal photasraphs 

Otir field party going to undertak an 11;.ernate project 1ch 

d ben decided pou onl.y 1'ter the originel plans (Kaniapiskan Projeet) 
4 

been c celled for laok o~ transport-at1o • ConsequentU 1 t s tao 

lat to or er aerial. photogre hs in time for delivery bdore ,e lett for 

e t'1 l • Furt. 1er" tb.ere wes cons1 ers. 1 elay ill obt 1111.ng tho e pr1Jlt.s 

a 

private a enc1 • ore then hree hundred arr1ved at. Goo e Ba afteJt the 

1 t or ugust , en hey ere no lo r req,ui.red and o er t hu.n(lred re 

.S th t, er not le to •ka suffie! nt 

pr -for -0ur tri , nor o lan our 1 tin rary in ell nd 

st r o-ccor ing to robl 

t 
p 

t hould av been locat and st i 

r ul r fli t . 
it oul :ve 
tllghts. 



sco ically on th e ot r 

s gr tly er el • 

oe ad is l to r er cria 

aet a11l r quir • Further, t 

gr a in 1gh, th p rti requirin 

orders a.re ot unneces arily l.arg • 

e of eri 

sur 

t or o 

trip alo e • an ou.nt of ore thon 2-00. 00 as s ent 

ere of o us l'hateoever t o us. 

otogr 

,I:o.suttioi 

follo is a list ot 51 1te that could not proYide 

t at a $c a. T resultin delay in the field 

etpeue est ated ut ·ove:r 00 .oo. 

of exaetly oae 

Adapter ring tor et1na Il 
Am.munition 
Axes end Hat ch et.a 
Boot ,'ax 
c,anoe covei;s 
Canoes 
Ch ois cloth 
Clillograph pencUs 
Coftee stramer 
Coleman tunnel 
Copper re for aeasuring 

tra•enes 
eups , dr1nlcill.g 
D.D.T. @\lll and bs 
DQJl.ltle bOller 
Douglas protractors 
Draf'ting set 
DUDn8(2;e 'bags 
File 
Filters (red. yellow, and green) 
Film pack adapter 
·1oor cloths 

Funn l. 
Gasoline cans 
Gun eleaning set 
Ha.nd level 
Maze Filter 

Rowing atone 
Huting iTes 
Lens ood for c era 
anill r.ope 
osquito nettblg 
oequito repellen~ 

Oil C8l1 
Oil c pasa 
addlee 

Pail , canvas toldiag 

Paratf1Aed sac 
Pen han.dl ea 
Pll•rs 

epair kit tor or 
Ritle ao.d shotg 
Rulera 

rew drivers 
hear plna 
pare propellera 

Spare starter ropee 
Spark gluga 
steel tape 

wede aaw an blad• 
i"he:raoa bottles 
· ree asur1ng instru:a 



S e ot the iteras ad b e.n sent to Dottal for air t..raneporktiœ 

~o Goos Bay , but the c . r. had a,uoh a bec ,. log thfi the y were 't a le 

~o an.dle them. at the ti.me they were receiYed . The tollowtng is •1 

auggeation to preYe.n.t sucb. eTell\ualitiM : 

1 . All equi.Pl'ent sb.ouJ.d be allot.ted to •cb. par:ty and 
kept separatel.y , 1n u.-e to prov1d• for pos•iole 
short.ages ( at least 6 weelœ before d eparture) . our 
oa r.e4uisi-tiona shou.14 be se.nt t.o iJhe depot. aa 
sooa aa the year •s '.tie1d pr()6Na has b:een. apprc>Ted• 

2. he bulle or the equ.1.pm.ent , such as ce.noes I œotors • 
tenta, sleeping bags , etc. ahould be sent èl.eneTer 
possible , n, tn weeks betore the party is ready to 
-les.Te~ ~•enta shoul.d be ude at the receiY1ag 
end tor proper han.dling ud a~c>Mge ot goods. 

3. srnall items ~ personal and sc1ent1t1e equipment cQlÙd 
be earried or sent at the aa1uJ tiae ae ~h• ~y. 

I 1'-0Uld like to point out 'that out ot a seaaon of "I 4ays, t.h, 

party spent 43 da;;s i.a t h field ot- whieh 1$-2 days were lost- due to 

co tin os rain or ee.vy tog . 

ays h - wo wa amper,ed by oceaeional rain. 

Sic 

ot 1 • I t,pra.i,ned y ankle .and t or~ a l i gament in :rq 

foot; h rt lefi f or t h f''1eld on th follow , e,y but . e weN fq!reed 

to sp t ys of i d . ess du-e to that injurJ. 011 t he .39th o.f t he s 

Ind i n gui e g ot i ek ' th congestion of the l l.Uli fe el". 
1 

t red h e had. t o b t b _ C t o orth st River i th a 

ay • lè en t 0 er guid e 

cl t had t o e r 0 d. 

1 0..,t i"or ickn _ 9 0 up h . l e 
. 3 & it f r qui en.t ., · 1e or r , d . 

• 



32. 

loat on ccount of sic esa an 21· deys ot ctual ork . In ot 1er ords, out 

ot 10 weelcs in t e t1eld, t.ne party was not le \o worlc for ore th8ll 3 

we ks. 

Altho . it did not prove to be necessary in our case, 1t ght be 

wiae to r quire all potential party leaders and asalst-a.nta to e$a1\ t,o 

a coaplete ed.ical check-up oetore the.Y can 'be accepted for fiel work. 

Guides and labourera should also be exa. ined ene•er possible. 

our canoes and tents were th two it. s 'that re found tl1e ost 

un.satist otory . The canoes ight bave been convenient.. altho h perhape 

too e yY I on traverse l big river ot the barren la ds but t ey 

were not table tor a t ickl,y ooded \rea ouch a the so th ot ot I,_ake 

etr tir t limitation was their weigbt and second.ly the1r sis•. 

hey w r not built tor portage and consequently the party was fore to 

bandon t e K nmnu trip at the tirst one and select an alternate y or 
r aching t ealy • ount ins wi th an en uin d elay or ten da s . 

t t tents, they ere lea ing lY lt ougb. t ey er 

mu11 •~ 1nte to terproot. Rain a si:rted :to a 

an it t 11 co tinuou. lY up be occupan~s • o fou th ing 

w t in. a very ort t e. July l 9tJ1, arter one stor y n ~ ght , a leath er 

pt in t o e drain of tour inches o-r at r oove:ring a.11 

1c se y y dur t, r vious s. 

tent tloor h to e Ttore.t if o drain 1 • ortunatel1, the 

f'i V • 

I ul like to g tt t o l. .. ts r's ork , t h s 

s or r1 1 an por ig t t t 

e o ... 



T e recollect1on ot the circ tances surrouwU.n the ealy ount.ains 

ex it1oa. will allow an attimative answer on three poiat.s in faTo-ur ot air 

trans portatioa; a.,-; ila ilit.Y , cost and convenlence. The :r1.rst poiilt was 

sol"f when the c ding otfie r ot t, e u.s . Airtoree unit at,, Goose BaY 

entianed tbat if' he had kilo in adTance , he wou.ld haYe gladli provicled 

us with au aircratt for that purpoee without &DJ' charge . Furthe ore. the 

07111 canad1an Air ce had a "orseman airc:ratt at Goose Bay which as 

un ployecl ost of the t e ead could h ve been prov1ded if t e ar~eJD.Cts 

had been pre'f'iou.aly made with t e R,.C ; .r . au.t.horities . A preceden't h 4 

been created en ;,r •• Gillet"tt a young botaniat , waa tlom to t .. e,. eal,J' 

Mountains and was pieked up thre days later rter c œt letion ot i work 

ere. to the cost , it œld h ve been amply rovided tor by our 

aet l &Ting on t e , equipment end food , it was e ouJ.ated that the rk 

do.ne 1n seTen. weaks by canoe cou.ld haT been done in one ek by airer.art , 

thua saTi ov r one thousand dollars in salaries alane . This lthld ot 

:transportation oul haT been very eonvenient. :i;he aircrart. (pref.era l.J' 

a helieopter) woulà ve flo t a ~Y to ~i~e- or t · enty pre•selected 

areaa ~or akin pot observations. 'fhes c ould ave been sel eted in the 

t1 berland ere 1t not oss1bl to go y canoe d ere alkin ould 

h v b extr ly 1:tti lt. ln end , the part d to tollo th · in 

str and t o til e a 1t possible to survey eyond he se.nd lain • 

exc t for te d&J'S sp t 



It 

duplicate 

LIS IDi'NTIFI ION OF PHOTOOHA.mS 

agre between Ian clCa1 aelt t .at we should aœ 

ot ou.r photographe , t eretore, t tollowtng list 18 a 

compl ent to the one eppea,ring 1a the last part o-r h1s own preliia1nary 

report: 

o. or 
posue 

1-1 

I•2,3 

I-6, 

I-7,9 

I•l0,11 

IlI-1, • 

III -

II -10 

Direct.1011 

• • 

South 

8 • • 

• • 

• • 

D•crlptlon 

Lak elT11le, Sa on net at the J&OU.th ot 
the Kenamu RiTe•r. 

Unloading of ear d equi ent tr e 
• .Ji .F. boat to a san bar at he ooth 

ot the Ken u River. 

Kenaau Hiver, six or seven 1leis tr 1\8 
out • 

r es or the outhwester.n :e · elYille 
area gr 1n sandy clay and are easil 
unroot erosion.al processes. 

i ver, rew miles tr its out • 

• 
m. 

t 



Directioa 

III- ll . t 

Ill• l.2 

IV -1 .. . 
IV - 2 , 3 

IV -4 

I - 5 , S . E. 

IV - 10 

IV - ll 

- 12 • • 

- 1.2 and S • • 

• 

Deacriptlén 

eut ba.nk slope OJl: righ~ shore ot 
X:8U1111 Jilver; lati~de 53°17 ' 30-N• 
El•ent cQllB 1a.1 ot rt.ne aand e 
cla1. ileiSht is ?3 teet . Note .the 
thick al4er brusll iu st;ream , ed8 . 

Otuap on the Keneau River . Allu•ial 
island l.ocate4. below the rapids at 
latitude 5Sol5 • 

ID •· 

Jlusk tew alles ialand , on ·the l n 
;more ot the IC&81lU Ri ver , latitude 
53°151N. Jioté the gradual. tncreaaa 
in 'the height or · he trees as thet get 
t•rt er from the periphery or the .sk " 

S rracenia or it-ehetr Plant tound in 
ltt08t M:uske of th-e Ken n and 
Keneneh 1vers. 

0 

:Ken Ri'f'er. latitude 53 1.ô-•N. 
Yorest ·ooTer on t.ho right .shore. 
Sot the thiek al.der brus · a.eu the 
shor :lin: and the c-om.1.nan.t lack: 
spriice • in t e bactgro.un nth bU:ch 
aad poplax' . 

0 

lC nam.u Ri ..-e.r , lat; 1 \ude 53 15' ·• · or i 
cov r 1n th hint. rland. No 
panridge on tallen ~ree. 

r.fh.e b k of the t :rees b. t ·ween w.hic 
st-and I . · . -cKay e ple el.y 

ry porcupines (Er ~t.ht$0Jl 
) - en · 1ver. 

rox tely halt--• 
Ken :u Hiv r and d ~ ., 

'. . 
ID~ • 

' een. the 
e 

• la 
l.Y 



V - t ,5 

V - 6 

• 'I 

V - B,9 

V - 10 ,ll ,12 

II - 6 , '1 ,8 , 
9,,10 , ll 

II .. 12 

Direction 

st 

N. • 

• • 

South 

NE/ :/S 

ort 

This fis (unidentif'1ed) d a tew saall 
trout ere the only on.es eaught. in the 
Kenae.u R1Y r uring the party•s atay 
't.h.ere o 

The Keaaau River at the tirst rapida 
{lat . 53°15 ' ) • The pictur •a takat 
:troa an elluv1 l 1sland in the centre 
or the r1Yer. 

Stre erosion in clay. Lett shore of 
e Ken u. ive-r ,. Labrador,, two ailes 

belo the tirst rapids . 

Stre eros1on in s nd . Let shore ot 
the Kenamu Ri T r , La t:,rador • one .mile 
below the r1rot rapids . Not the 
luxuriant ald .r orush . 

Destccating clay 1A a eut bank alope 
of e Keam.u Hi'fer , 1àl.ree or four 
miles sou or the fi.rat rapide . 

Clay ronad on the -nks ot the naau 
River is so 1"1n• t at one c.an e su-ch 
sculptures by .atodel1ng or c rvmg i't •. 
. he dark c oloured ti ure .s eoulptured 
by P. . Gadbois tilld the lignt one carved 
~ an lndian ide. 

Co posite photogra &ho in tbe rigb.t 
bank of the . en m.u · ive:r :t 1 ts oœb. 
ote the lon sand rs ich sh1f1;, 

eon.tinuously. · ~e ehe.nnel i s arr -. 
ahallow earul ring. Only rA&ll 

dra. ing l se t an t-hre te t, ot 
r, can go u tl1 .rtv r tr. t is 

point . 

r:~-011 file ta n on the left ban of· 
a u 1ver t it.s ou.th. 
· ol · and 

ot g of or 

lt 

it 

st tiv r, 



o. of 
poeure 

I • 6, 7 ,8 

X - 1,2 

- 4 

X .., 5 

X - '1 , 8 

- 9 

- 11 

- 12 

XII • l 

I - 2 , 3 

I -

I -

II - 6 , 7,8 

l - 10 

I - 1 

Direc\ion DeseriRtio~ 

South 

Sout,h 

8 . •· 

South 

ast 

· st 

est 

• • 

North•est iYer Indians . 

atiY S1d o•s twin d ughters . 
ortllwes't Ri ••r • lak.s ia a ite 

tra per and rts er man . 

'.fent poa\o lett 1 Indiens two or tb.ree 
yeara ago were now covered w1t leaves 
a d new roots ,. Irene ich R1 yer. 

Ken ch iYèr at approximately latitude 
53°26 • 'l'he clay 1s the 1'oregro:und 
tell across the river tollowing a land­
sU.de caused bt solifluxion . 

The lower Ken•icb. River . In the 'back­
ground can be see:n the ea]J' Mountains . 

'f.be f"irst rap14a on t :e en i.ch River . 

eJLemich ver , La rador , nea:t the 
e J.y 14oUllt 1l1a. 

7th r p1ds on t e Ken ich . Site 
or a long portage. 

Blaek sprue fox-est , a f.fn miles ay 
tr th e ly ount ins . 

Ken · eh iver , Labrador . · 

Indian guid. 
iver. is tat er , 

travelled on t h Ken 
' atk1ns . in 1900. 

stien of Norta st 
las t • he.d 
River 1th . G. 

Th lleoond tri ut 't!'JI of h e Ken 1eh 
1v· r . lt i th .shortest route to 

the ealy · · tU.ntaina . 

The Ken 10 · ver 't1 he junct.iœ · 
1ts second tributary. 

T e h i er en . ch iv r ( d tri ut ry) 

Looki 
ot 

tio 



o . of 
Expoaur 

XIII - 1 , 2 , 3 ,4 , 
1 , 7,8 , 9 
10 ,ll ,12 

XV - 5 

XV - 6 

XV - 10 , ll 

XV - 12 

XVII - 1 

XVII • 2 -12 

irection 

South 

orth 

North 

XVIII - 1 ort 

III - , 3 

XVIII - , 5 

XVIII -

XVII - 7 

III - 8,9,10 

et 

South 

• • 

General top raph œ top of th 
eely Mountains , La rador . 

38. 

"Tundra ostioles" , as described. 'by 
Jacques ousseau (Rewe Canadienne 
de Geograp ie , III , 1949) were toUlld 
on top or the )lealy ou.ntains • 

.A birch t,ree on top ot the Mea.l,y' · 
Mountains retr1eTed its vertical 

pos1Uon , atter eing thro do 
wit» a la.Ddslide. 

Dykes ot doleritic rock orient.a. 
1970» . on top ot the ly 
llountaio.• . 

Loo.king down to Lake lville tr 
the lY llou..ntaina , La rad or. 

Pierr Gadbois an t.he eal o\1.litains , 
Labrador., at the source ot t e 
Kene c Ri Ter. 

General topogra y of the ealy 
ount-a1ns . 

Vi ew over th eand plain tr t e 
elevate old laid . In t lefi b~ek­

e seen the ou~h. ot t e 
Ken u d r and slightly to the 
right 1s cart r sin into ic 
f'l the Ken ich 1ver. 

, eath ring on the rocks ot the 
lJ' 14 t ins. 

and scaroe v g tation a 
ount 1ns. Labrador. 

er n r its ource. 



39. 

Direction script ion 

III - ll ,12 Owl shot on the Kensuich :Ri'Y r • 
L rador . 

- l 

IX - 9 ,10 

XX - 11 

- 12 

South 

• • 

• 

Carter Basin , Laora or , seen f"rom. 
cLean•s Point . 

R1golet _. H • • o. Boat photographed in 
Carter Basin at sunrise . 

Grand Lak • Labrador. 

South shore o~ Grànd Lake • La rad or. 

liuskY dog t orth eat River , Labrador. 
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