dhrnlogical and Naﬁmal_i&g oy Sty of G,

ALFRED R CSELWYN, LLL , FR.S.%c. DIRECTOR.

18135.

o

109 s0

109

10830’

108°

107 30"

107"

10630°

106

/ /. Dry J1dulating pla

Undulating

to level prajri

h and hilly,

____________ —”élay soil

assing into

Jrass fair.

Y T

Clay and

tlay--loam so

good quality

““Wooo A

LG

dulating plai
itly fertile.

Undul

Loam

- - q
"Grass gplo?o'd gl
0 Y

i

Lightly undul

ating plains, G

ontaining a |

£
I“}L

-

Sanyy;loam
mpstly of

Rolling|prairie: .

©,

sand.y s\c‘iil,k E
ir quality.

t

a

F;DJIHT”H

to level prairie. $oil a

3 ot o <
T o SP‘D

af P

Undul ating tor:-hilfy [

Plainsfiisually inferid

-

wmhjuguin“

{ D i
}lmff!voo’r':ing

butf containing.,

som

d_qualify
7

farming land.

Clay-loam

ghland hilly.

grqss g Y

J
K

D

%3

" CANADIAY,
ot €, o e

|

Plains usu

but contai lyg a numbey of

lly rough and|hilly,

fortile flats.

4930’

Big Stick

2287 \
REED LAKE

>
a,;\/*\_\,/\l?\,\” o

0

Lake
2264

Lethbridg®
g . A

Soy/ og)
Y Ry o

Broken and

Forres

XXVIII e

yndulating plain.

Qi 1 1
Q0TI llgﬂI d

Some fertild

X)_{lV

pat§hes.

Hay 1

L
Py

she\ter.(ﬁd ryv\ﬁ

v
)
3

Lo gPAKOW KT 4
\ [#Saline) |

O sty

Batrgn, an

e

hlesg.

g,

{

b

7
SWIFT CURRENT -~ CREEK

PLATEAU

Dty hilly region}
L'éuq‘ ly Jathe.r barré

o

o hilly. [\Grass

0od.

RIVER

OLD MAN ON HIS|BACK
PLATEAU
3440

rassed.

|
|

ndulating plains, sometim

igh r Soil a hard

£ 3 Twelve [Mile

Lake

ol

|

il e

3307
PINTO HO

tau and

northefn sloy

/

-

i bt well

lay-loam

MEAN ELEVAT QN 3000 FEET

]

S0 )

BOUNDARY

| ]

1 fos

CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES

Boundy,.
TN A

Sl ¢ ::;Tlﬁ?l ssiolt

0 110" 10930 109 10830 Longitude West from Greenwich 108" 10730° 107 10650
11030 — The BURLAND' LITHOGRAPHIC C0, lith, Montreal .
led { ¥/3 ling, B. Ap.Se.
s 0 el o DISTRICT OF ASSINIBOIA N.W.T.
LEGEND ; T 3 i : <2 x

The coloured spots. show, i ¢ th MAP SHOWING WOODED TRACTS AND CHARACTER OF SURFACE OF THE GYPREGSS HILLS WOOD MOUNTAIN AND ADJACENT COUNTRY : Geographical Miles. :

coloured spots show, inmost cases the : el R 0 :
actual position and extent (.)f'ﬂw wgoded 4 R Statute Miles,
areas, but for some localities the informa- L Waltnl B omle- Tt
tion s not sufﬁcz;e.nt tq enable this to bie . R.G.MC C/ONNELL B.A. il FEZT ;\BOVE frviinag
indicated except in a general way Infor- 1885. proiznihae i
‘mation as to character of soil and dis- NOTES Sources_ Sl inforniation

tribution of wooded tracts derived in
part fromreports of Dominion Land surveyors

The district may be divided according to relative
altitude into plains and plateaus. The latter form the
uplands of the region, and vary in height from those
which scarcely rise more than a couple of hundred
feet above the general level, up to plateaus like the
Cypress Hills, which, at its western end, is bounded
by abrupt escarpments fully a thousand feet high,
from the base of which a further though less rapid
descent of about 1,200 feet must be made before
reaching the level of the surrounding plains. The
plateaus are usually very irregular in outline, and
are trenched in all directions by deep and wide valleys,
as every streamlet soon. wears a deep channel in the
soft rocks of which they are composed. The Cétean
differs to a considerable extent from the other plateaus,
#ad is characterized by a more uneven surface, which

is dotted with a multitude of small lakes and is often
boulder-strewn. The plateaus, owing to their height,
have too cold a climate to be of much use from an
agricultural standpoint, but are admirably adapted
for grazing purposes, as they are always covered with
a luxuriant growth of grass, and are well supplied
with fresh water:

The low-lying areas are separated by the plateaus
into three distinct plains. The largest of these is
the great plain which stretches from the Cypress Hills
to beyond the Saskatchewan, and from the Cétean to
the western edge of the map. One of the most re-
markable features of this plain, and one which testi-
fies to the aridity of its climate, is the entire absence
of any general drainage system.. Throughout its
whole extent of nearly 10,000 square miles it does
not support a single stream which flows the whole

year through. It must not be inferred from this,
however, that the district is incapable of cultivation,
as farming operations have been successfully carried
on in a number of places for several seasons, and the
soil is apparently able to retain sufficient moisture
throughout the summer to enable it to produce ex-
cellent crops. The part of this plain best suited for
agricultural purposes lies along the foot of the Cypress
Hills slope, and north along the Saskatchewan. In
the interior the surface is frequently interrupted by
areas of drifting sand, and high bouldery ridges are
not uncomman,

The second plain is situated south of the Cypress

Hills and White Mud River plateaus; its western °

part is underlaid by a hard clay soil and is hopelessly
barren, but towards the east it becomes much im-
proved, and is tolerably fertile.

The third plain corresponds with the i sin of
01d Wives’ Creek, and contains a considerable irea of
good loamy land. A more detailed descrip dn of
each of the above plains and plateaus will b* found
in the accompanying report.

Taking the district generally, probably ab¢ | tfives
sixths may be regarded as fitted either for cult vation
or grazing—a large proportion, when we consi ler the
fact that the region in question is andoubter ly the
most arid in the Canadian North-west.

The Saskatchewan flows through the n. rthern
part of the district, and is navigable for light' stern-
wheel steamers for two or three months durin high
water. In low water, the number of shiftiny ' sand
bars which block its channel in so many’ places
renders its navigation by boats of any size |lmost
impossible. This stream has a slope, in the | istrict

covered by the map, of about 1-95 feet per mile, and
an average current in low water of 2:5 miles an hour.

The wood in this district is confined entirely to
the higher plateaus, the river valleys, and to the
sand-hill areas, and is nowhere very abundant. The
largest supply is found in the western part of the
Cypress Hills, where several square miles of the sur-
face is covered with a thick growth of white spruce,
(Picea alba,) the trees ranging in size up to twelve
or fourteen inches in diame er. In the eastern part
of the hills the general surfacpis treeless, but groves
of poplar, aspen, and spruce occur at intervals in
most of the valleys and .long the edges of the
plateaun. Wood Mountain and Swift Current Creek
plateaus are both wooded to some extent, but the
supply is more limited, and none of the groves exceed
a few acres in extent.

0ld-Man-on-his-back platean and Boundary pla~
teau are entirely woodless, and White Mud River
plateau and the Cdleau are practically the same,

The Valley of the Saskatchewan for a few miles

below Medicine Hat, contains a number of flats

which support groves of large cottonwoods, princip-
ally Populus monilifera, some of the trees being from
two to three feet in diameter. Itis thenalmosttrecless
until near the mouth of the Red Deer, where wooded
flats are again met with. At this point, in addition to
the members of the poplar family, and such common
shrubs as the Choke Cherry, (Prunus Virginiona,)
the service berry, (Amelanchier alnifolia,) and some
species of willow, the white birch was also observed.
Below the mouth of the Red Deer groves of cotton-
wood and aspen are seldom absent for any lengthened
distance all the way down to the Elbow, and for a

number of miles above the latter place, they form
an almost continuous fringe to the banks of the river.

Old Wives' Creek is wooded for some distance
above its mouth, chiefly with the ash-leaved maple,
(Negundo aceroides,) and the same tree is also found
on Maple Creek, Fish Creek, and other streams flow-
ing from the Cypress Hills. Swift Current Creek, and
that portion of Milk River within the limits of the
map are both sparingly wooded, but the White Mud
River and the East and West Forks of Milk River
are entirely destitute of any arboreal vegetation what~
soever, after leaving the vicinity of the Cypress Hills.

The sand-hill areas are usually sprinkled with a
scattered growth of shrubs and small trees, consisting
principally of cherry, willow, aspen, birch, and rose ;
in one or two places isolated groves of cottonwood
were observed.
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