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TABLE SHOWING HYGROSCOPICITY OF CERTAIN CANADIAN FOSSIL FUELS,
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(1.) That is to say the amount of water retained by the same after exposure to a perfectly dry atmosphere for 354 hours.
(2.) The treatment with solution of caustic potash was conducted at the ordinary temperature. This offers some advantages over that by digestion at a

boiling heat—the action not being so energetic (although sufficiently so, as the results show, to obtain the desired result), a greater number of shades of

color are

obtained, thus admitting of a more accurate estimate of the nature of the fuel. The experiments were all carried out simultaneously, and under precisely similar
conditions ; the results admit, therefore, of a fair comparison. The fuels were all reduced to a very fine powder ; specific gravity of the potash solution, 1'16

time of contact, shaking at intervals, two hours ; after which filtration was proceeded with, the filtrates being collected in flat, broad-faced, narrow-sided white
glass bottles of uniform dimensions. The amount of aJkaline solution, and weight of fuel employed, was in all instances the same.

(8.) This specimen had been kept in the show=cases of the Museum for years, and may fairly be regarded as having been in a thoroughly

air-dried condition











































































































































































