Highway 16 between Terrace and Prince Rupert, Stewart area

Nisga'a Highway, and Highway 37A to Stewart Salmon Glacier from road to the former. Granduc mine, near, Stewart.
Three highways cut through the central Coast Range. Highway 16 follows the Skeena River valley from Terrace to Prince
Rupert. As the Skeena slows and meets the sea, it dumps its load of gravel and sand as numerous islands and bars.
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deposited during the Ice Age when continental glaciers,
similar to those in Antarctica today, covered most of Canada.
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How the river cuts a staircase of terraces
Ancient Skeena River
; | — River plain g 0
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Highway 16 from Houston to Terrace, Eutsuk, Ootsa, Frangois, Fraser,
and Highway 37 to Kitimat Babine, Stuart, and Takla lakes

The Bulkley River valley near Houston and Smithers is a surprising e’ District West of Prince George is Lake Country, a
juxtaposition of pastoral valley and glaciated mountains. Downstream, plateau graced with a remarkable fan of

the communities of Hazelton and Kispiox surround important salmon- finger lakes. These long, thin, and sometimes
fishing sites at the junction of the Bulkley and Skeena rivers. Between branching lakes converge eastwards towards
Hazelton to Terrace, the Skeena River has carved a deep valley Prince George and fill valleys carved by an
through high mountains. At Terrace, the Skeena River emerges into a ancient river system that drained to the Arctic

broad valley, fi d b t of the Earth on faults. ¢ E = Ocean. Ice Age glaciers left behind glacial
roac vatiey, Tormec By movemert of e =arth on Tauts ,[Jiifﬂ o] : = | debris that dammed rivers to form lakes.

o - — : - Man-made dams have expanded this lake
ou "*rv v ivervalloy BEEREEE— @ system. The plateau contains widespread
= e a— RJ.W. Tumer, GSC 2007-170  Yolcanic bedrock with granitic intrusions that
host molybdenum and copper deposits.
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Prince George

Highway 16 from Vanderhoof to Purden Lake, and
Highway 97 from Quesnel to McLeod Lake

Island

Masset
Queen Charlotte

Rolling upland plateaus rise gently above broad
lowlands in the Prince George region. .
Many lowlands were once flooded by Meltwater
an Ice Age lake that left behind rich gouider
agricultural soils. Other legacies of

Glacier

Kitimat
Houston Terrate
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river plain)
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The Queen Charlotte Islandsghas sp{ctacular National Terrace & : River * k Granite intrusion formed ore . the Ice Age abound: glacier sculpted i o
beaches and coastlines. Highway 16 follows rocky Coast Mountains P \E o 45?;‘;;:?;2?8“890) How the Endako mine formed hills, widespread glacial debris (till) P L L e
shores near Queen Charlotte and Skidegate and N area . \ . ; that covers much of the plateau, and
sweeping lowland beaches north to Tlell. The highway Park ’ Smithers : = ‘Today's dE“d%k: mtmerf glacial river gravel that is quarried to Glacial flow direction
then crosses boggy forest lowlands and tea-coloured Trace of g’ril:nez(ggsgis g;sert; dy :reS:n :C;e- make roads, concrete, and asphalt.
rivers to the inland sea at Port Clement. Near Masset are Reserve and area P

mine was developed.

magnificent north coast beaches and striking Tow Hill in
Naikoon Park. The low coastal plain of northeastern Graham
Island reflects

soft underlying Tow, Hill and'Agate Beach; Naikoon
sandstone and Park. iTow Hillis a hard lava

Haida glaciers

melted
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