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The Alaska Highway crosses the dramatic northern Rocky Mountains.
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anclent river gravel f View of Llewellyn Glacier and Coast Mountains across Atlin Li i View of Liard River from lockout on 750 to 180 milli
‘ , iard River H 3 (750 to million years ago)
Three short roads cross the northwest corner of B.C. and Lake from road south of Atlin. Atlin Lake owes its furquoise ard er Hot Limestone hil Alaska Highway 43 km Lime mud ¢ Grey unvegetated limestone mountains supply abundant rock

connect the Alaska Highway to coastal Alaska and Atlin. colour to finely ground rock flour from glacier meit waters. Springs to Watson northwest of Fireside. debris that create extensive gravel fans near Muncho Lake: B BRI

The spectacular Haines Highway rises above tree line at Lake on Highway 97 Limestone . Gravel fan built by, debris from unvegetated limestone

Chilkat Pass before descending to the ocean at Haines. . N imestone mountains along Trout River; north of Muncho L'ake.
The Klondike Highway follows narrow lakes and mountain (Alaska Highway),
and northernmost

passes and then descends abruptly to the sea at Skagway.

The Atlin road skirts glacier-carved Atlin Lake with its Highway 37
backdrop of Coast Range mountains. Atlin has a colourful
history of placer gold mining that continues today.

i ° These mountains are carved from layered sedimentary rocks that are
Summit Rockles tilted and folded in sometimes dramatic style. Grey limestone, grey to
Pass - : - : s
o tan dolostone (magnesium-rich limestone), grey to pink quartzite
Mountain (very hard sandstone), and black to brown shale were originally mud
and sand on an ancient seafloor. They were crumpled
into mountains as western North America collided with

Pacific Ocean plate millions of years ago.
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Collision builds mountains
@ (180 to 60 million years ago)

The forested Liard Plain is
underlain by soft shale-rich
rocks that rivers and glaciers
P q : " . - have eroded into a gently
e s v ot manis evasot o s " N roling lowland. Only a few

bedrock hills poke through
the thick blanket of glacial till
and river gravel left behind by
Ice Age glaciers. The Alaska
Highway follows the Liard
River that drains this lowland.
The famous Liard River Hot
Springs are one of the most
visited sites on the Alaska
Highway.

R.J.W. Tumer, GSC 2007-112

R.J.W. Turner, GSC 2007-106
R.J.W. Turner, GSC 2007-125

. " . o = The town of Atlin is on the shores of Atlin|Lake,
The Klondike Highway skirts Tutshi Lake on its way through the Coast Ranges. B.C.'s largest natural lake. —

Though only 50 km from the ocean at Skagway, the waters of Tutshi Lake
flow 3000 km down the Yukon River to reach the sea.

. - - Collision with
The Rockies are limestone country! The northern Rockies are  pagific Ocean plate

part of a belt of limestone that extends from the U.S.A. border
‘ : z to the northern Yukon along the east side of the Rocky
Rapids on Liard River at Fireside. The many rapids : T Mountains.
on the Liard River limited its usefulness as a . !
transportation route for early traders and settlers.
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Y, N D g broad gravel fans. These
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swept by debris flows, < Pink Mountain to Summit Pass
gravel Iandsliqes :riggered ) along the Alaska Highway
y summer rain storms.
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Lir?\%sione (calcium'
“Carbonate) or~tfa’
is precipitated from
hotspring waters.
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Kamloops

Chetwynd to Fort St. John and Dawson Creek Bennett Dam on the Peace River was bullt in a canyon carved
East of the foothills, northeastern B.C. is underlain by a thick sequence of D220, milicl vearold Sha eithat contains lchitiyecabniossl .
sedimentary rock that contains important natural gas and oil reserves. Large gas
processing plants are visible from the Alaska Highway at Taylor and Fort Nelson.
The Peace River, draining the interior of B.C., flows through the region in a
narrow valley. The Bennett Dam, in the foothills west of Hudson’s Hope, backs up Wﬂ“f(m“
the waters of the Peace River to form Williston Lake, B.C.'s largest lake. The rich ae
agricultural soils of the Peace River region are the floor of an ancient glacial lake
that once covered the area.
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Peace River valley to the natural gas processing plant at Taylor.
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