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NOTES

This map is a preliminary product of a Geological Survey of Canada project to summarize what is known about the geoscience that controls Canada’s fossil fuel resource endowment - 
crude oil, natural gas, bitumen and coal.  The Energy Synthesis Project, directed by Dr. Martin Fowler, deals both with established deposits and with domains of future discovery 
potential.  The starting point for such a venture is a compilation map of the areal extent of unmetamorphosed sedimentary rocks (bold colours), be they in deformed or undeformed 
geological settings.

We are mindful that some Precambrian (dominantly Proterozoic) sedimentary rocks in Canada are not devoid of hydrocarbon resource potential, but these strata are for simplicity’s 
sake not depicted here.  The map embraces Phanerozoic sedimentary basins only.

We are also mindful that not all of the depicted sedimentary domains conform to a strict definition of the term “basin”.  Some are erosional remnants or outliers.  Others are defined 
more by their physiographic or bathymetric extent than by surface geological expression.  Most are defined by polygons traceable on the Geological Map of Canada (Wheeler et al., 
1996).  Where surface or subsurface tectonic uplifts or arches separate adjacent basins, these are shown as Tectonic Elements.  Terms employed to label different  "basins" are 
designed to reflect common usage in the hydrocarbon resource sector.

Future outputs from the Energy Synthesis Project include a digital version of this map, with linked access to associated data, and a (printed and electronic) report summarizing all of 
the findings of the project.

For vital input into the compilation of the map, we gratefully acknowledge Jim Dixon, Sonya Dehler, Ashton Embry, Carol Evenchick, Tony Hamblin, Peter Hannigan, Denis Lavoie, Don 
McAlpine and Vern Stasiuk.  Digital cartography is by Peter Neelands. 

Map compiled by G.D. Mossop, K.E. Wallace-Dudley, G.G. Smith, and J.C. Harrison
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