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PALINSPASTIC MAP OF THE SOUTHERN CANADIAN ROCKY MOUNTAINS

by J.D.Aitken

The palinspastic restoration is based on two published, restored cross-sections. The southern cross-
section, A - B, is by Price and Fermor (1982); the northern, C - D, is by Campbell, Mountjoy and
Struick (1982). The southwestward restorations are of the same order as those of Norris (1971, Fig. 1).

The strips showing topography (drainage) represent the present surface. The intervening blank strips
represent rock that is presently concealed beneath overriding thrust sheets, plus the restoration of
rock that is presently shortened by folding. Extension of the present topographic surface to
compensate for folding has not been attempted. Shortening by folding has been restored, therefore, by
adding it to the blank space to the west of each strip of present surface. The attempt has been, thus, to
achieve palinspasis between, but not within, exposed thrust sheets.

Because some thrust faults terminate between cross-sections, it was necessary to introduce some
distortion in plan of most of the strips representing the present surface, in the course of restoration.
This may reflect, albeit crudely, tectonic distortion in plan of the individual thrust sheets during their
emplacement.

Points l and IT at the margins of the restored strip are shown in their present and restored positions.
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