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platforms were developed on some of the esker com-
plexes. Sand washed from glacial and glacio-fluvial
deposits was carried offshore to form a veneer over
varved clay.
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surface of the sand dunes is bonded by roots and by a
podsolic soil; when these are removed the surface is
impassable for ordinary wheeled vehicles unless
gravel or other surfacing material is applied. Wind
erosion occurs when the dune sand is cultivated or
burned over, and continues until covering vegetation
is re-established.

Varved clay of the area is suitable for the
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> \Et e A : 4 e Fau”t([..\ . demand probably is insufficient to warrant a plant of
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e el ¢ AT Q) 45 e Abundant groundwater is available from the

gravel and sand of the esker complexes. Where
varved clay laps up onto the flanks of the esker com-
plexes, flowing or non-flowing artesian wells are
obtained by drilling through the clay into the underlying
gravel. Water may also be obtained from thick sandy
varves at the base of the varved clay, from gravel
lenses within the glacial deposits, and from lacustrine
and eolian deposits.

The extensive plain underlain by Barlow-
Ojibway varved clay or Cochrane deposits constitutes
most of the arable land of northern Ontario. Much of
the plain is occupied by bog which would require
extensive drainage to permit cultivation. There is
however sufficient well-drained land, some of it
cleared but abandoned, to permit considerable expan-
sion of agriculture before drainage programs are
required.
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