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Geology by L. J. Weeks and H. L. Cameron, 1947
(The geology of Scatari Island from Map 362A,
by E. A. Goranson, 1930, 1931)

DESCRIPTIVE NOTES

The bedrock surface of the area is a gently tilted peneplain reaching
a height of 250 feet on the west and dipping below the sea to the southeast.
Where the relatively soft Carboniferous rocks occur, depressions have formed on
this surface.

The oldest rocks in the. area (1) comprise a group mainly of volcanic
origin, but including some sedimentary types. Volcanic breccias, varying in com-
position from acidic to basic, and containing fragments up to several inches in
length, constitute the most abundant rock type; water-lain tuffs, fine-grained grey
shale, and sandstone are interbedded with them. Here and there, narrow, pink,
aphanitic rocks, exhibiting flow structure, were found, and are the only certainly
extrusive rocks in the areo. Rocks of this group (1) in part conformably underlie
sandstone and conglomerate of probable Cambrian age elsewhere in the region,
but whether they represent one or more continuous series is not known.

Red sandstone and conglomerate of probable Cambrian age, although
not exposed in the Louisburg map-area, may, nevertheless underlie the exfreme

northwest corner, as indicated by the unpatterned area in that part of the map.
The members of the volcanic and sedimentary rocks (1) are cut by small

bodies of gabbro and diabase (2). These rocks are quite massive and fresh look-
ing. They are brownish weathering, black to dark grey, fine-grained rocks, with
a maximum grain size of 2 millimeters, and consist essentially of labradorite and
a pyroxene, usually augite.

Beds of Carboniferous conglomerate and limestone (3), probably of
Windsor age, occupy infolded, ‘and possibly also infaulted, basins in the older
rocks. Because of their relative sofiness, exposures of these rocks are rare. The
very excellent harbour at Louisburg, and Catalogne Lake, which is at sea-level,
owe their existence to the erosion of underlying softer Carboniferous strata, and
it is possible that Baleine and other indentations in the coast have a similar origin.

Sulphide minerals are common in rocks of the volcanic and sedimentary
group (1). Asbestos of poor quality has been reported from the hills northwest
of Louisburg, and hematite and limonite float from the east side of Big Lorraine.
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