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Noun Reduplication in Comox, 

a Salish Language of 

Vancouver Island 

INTRODUCTION. 

One of the most characteristic grammatical processes of a 
group of Northwest Pacific Coast languages, embracing the 
Tsimshian, Kwakiutl-Nootka, Salish, and Chemakum linguistic 
stocks, is initial reduplication, employed in both noun and verb 
forms to indicate a variety of grammatical concepts, chiefly 
those of plurality, distribution, and iteration. The Salish 
languages in particular are known to make exuberant use of 
reduplication for grammatical purposes, but the subject, which 
seems to bristle with irregularities and intricacies of detail, has 
never been adequately treated for any of the numerous dialects 
of the stock. Indeed, a thorough grammatical study, at the same 
time phonetically adequate, of a Salish language, is still one of the 
desiderata of American linguistics. 

During the autumn of 1910, while prosecuting ethnologic and 
linguistic research for the Geological Survey of Canada 
among the N ootka Indians now living in two reserves near 
Alberni, B .C., opportunity was incidentally found to gather 
some linguistic data on Comox, a Salish language spoken on 
the east coast of Vancouver island near the present town of 
Comox. The dialect represented in these notes seems to be 
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Comox proper (Q!6m9-:p'"s), with which Lf(ih9s, spoken on the 
mainland of British Columbia, was stated to be identical. 
Salolt"' was stated to be a northern dialect of the same language. 
This term is evidently identical with Boas' Qatl6ltq, which he 
uses to apply to the most northern group of Coast Salish tribes, 
excluding Bella Coola, inhabiting "Discovery Passage, Valdes 
Island, Bute and Malaspina Inlets." 1 Boas adds, "The 
Qatl6ltq are called K"omoks by the Lekwiltok"" (southernmost 
Kwakiutl tribe.) 

The informant was Tommy Bill, an Indian of mixed blood, 
whof'e father belongs to the Ts!ica'ataa tribe of Nootka Indians, 
while his mother was a Comox, he himself living with and being 
to all intents and purposes a member of the Hopdtc!as'atna 
tribe of Nootkas. His knowledge of Comox was obtained in 
his earlier years, when living among his mother's people, whom 
he visits from time to time; it is only fair to add that he speaks 
mainly N ootka and English nowadays and does not claim to 
have a perfect command of Comox. However, the rather 
elementary character of the data obtained, together with 
convincing internal evidence derived from their study, leaves 
no room for doubt as to the essential accuracy of the material 
here presented. Most of the time spent on Comox was taken 
up with securing material pertinent to the problem of reduplica
tion in nouns. For most of the nouns obtained, plural, diminu
tive, and diminutive plural forms were secured, all of which 
involve various types of reduplication. Our linguistic material 
thus naturally divides itself into three heads, not to speak of a 
small number of nouns that are always used in reduplicated 
form. A few introductory remarks on Comox phonetics and 
some supplementary data are also added. 

I. PHONETICS. 

VowELS. The short vowels found in the Comox material 
secured are: a (as in German Mann); a (as in English bat); 
e (short and open as in English met); (} (short and close as in 
French ete); i (short and open as in English bit); f, (short and 
close as in French fini); o (short and open as in German dort); 

1 See F. Boas, First General Report on the I ndians of British Columbia, Report B. A. A . S., 
1889, 5th Report on North-Western Tribes of Canada, p. 10. 
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9 (short and close as in French beau); and u (short and open as 
in English put). Of these vowels, ~' i, and f, are etymologically 
one sound, which is modified by phonetic surroundings; simi
larly, 9 and u. Velar consonants tend to lower preceding or 
following i to~ (possibly sometimes e), while certain consonants 
(particularly s and l) tend to palatalize i to f,. e and o, which 
latter does not occur often, are doubtless etymologically related 
to ~ and 9 respectively, but seem in every case to be clearly 
kept distinct from these. d is not common. 

Corresponding to each of the short vowels is a long vowel 
(long d, however, has not been found). These are indicated as: 
a (as in German Bahn); e (long and open as in French mere, or 
as in English bear, hut without "r-vanish"); e (long and close 
as in German See); 'i (long and open as in English beer, but 
without "r-vanish"); i (long and close as in English see); i5 

(long and close as in English roll, or as in German Sohn); 6 
(long and open as in English born, but without "r-vanish"); 
u (long and close as in English rule) ; and '11 (long and open as in 
English poor, but without "r-vanish"). Similarly to the 
corresponding short vowels, and under parallel phonetic circum
stances, e, 'i, and i are variants of one sound, etymologically 
speaking, though 'i is often to be interpreted as lengthened form 
of inorganic vowels, in which case it does not seem to vary with 
e and i; o, '11, and u are likewise representatives of what is 
etymologically a single sound. o does not often occur; it is 
probably etymologically related too. e occurs often and cannot 
be considered a mere variant of e. 

As not infrequently happens in American Indian languages, 
the long vowels are not always held out with even stress, but 
end with short rearticulations which give the whole vowel in 
each case a quasi-diphthongal effect. Such vowels have been 
noted by the writer in Takelma, Southern Paiute, and, at least 
to a moderate extent, in N ootka; Boas has noted them in 
Tsimshian. While they occur to a considerable extent in 
Comox, they cannot as in Takelma be considered the normal 
forms of the long vowels; sometimes the short rearticulations 
seem to serve as glides to following consonants, particularly 
velars. The quasi-diphthongal long vowels are here indicated 
by long vowels followed by superior short vowels, the vocalic 

50138-3 
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quality of the latter being indicated as in normal short vowels. 
There are found: a,a; e•; e•; ei (occurs before anterior palatal 
consonants); 1, i; 1,i; 1,• (occurs before velar consonants); 
()9 and o"; and u". A number of cases also occur of short 
vowels followed by weak rearticulating vowels; such are e•, 
99, and i• (here the• is a glide to the following velar consonant). 
Some of these may well represent secondarily shortened long 
vowels. Differing from such long or short vowels with quasi
diphthongal character are vowels that are secondarily diph
thongized by a vocalic glide whose timbre depends wholly on 
the following consonant; such is 'i" in lcupu"m'i"r," "bill,'' in which 
the second " is a glide due to the u- timbre of the final consonant. 

Short vowels of somewhat obscure quality are also found, 
either representing dulled forms of normal short vowels or being 
of inorganic origin and meant to lighten consonant clusters or 
serve as glides. Such vowels are: A (as in English but, yet 
sometimes less clearly marked in quality), which is sometimes 
inorganic, sometimes dulled from a; E (obscure vowel with e
quality); and I (very short rather unclear i). 

At times short vowels are so weakly articulated as to be 
barely audible; these are rather "murmured" short vowels 
of etymological significance than merely glides, timbre-echos 
of preceding consonants, or voiceless vowels. Examples are: 
9 in lfil9b9'm' "small clam" (-l9b- reduced from l{)' 0b- in l{)'' 0b9m' 
"clam"; yet in this case 9 can just as well be morphologically 
dispensed with and phonetically explained as a timbre-echo of 
-ol-); A in qe'wAx "steel-head salmon" (that A is organic, 
despite its dull quality and extreme brevity, and reduced from a, 
is indicated by N ootka q~'waH "steel-head salmon," with which 
Comox qe'wAx is evidently identical; borrowing has doubtless 
taken place); A and a in h~wAq?n' "swan" and its diminutive 
h?waq.Adol. 

Another class of "murmured" vowels (German 'Murmel
vokale") is formed by weakly articulated, yet not voiceless, 
vowels occurring in syllabically final position after glottal 
stops ('). Such vowels are only in part "murmured echoes," 
i.e., reduced repetitions of immediately preceding fully voiced 
vowels (such are a'a, ?';, 1,'i, ai'i, o'9, {)' 0

; vowel breakings of this 
type occur often in American languages); in some cases we have 
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also murmured vowels after glottal stops that are of different 
quality and etymologically distinct from immediately preceding 
vowels (such are a'' and a'') . 

Some consonants, notably glottalized ("fortis") consonants, 
are apt to be followed by timbre-echoes dependent in quality 
on the preceding vowel. This simply means that the oral 
resonance chamber characteristic of a vowel may, failing to be 
materially disturbed by the following consonant position, 
linger on and thus become acoustically noticeable as a voiceless 
(sometimes aspirated) vocalic echo; if the consonant is a 
spirant, the vocalic timbre may be audible during its production. 
Examples of such unaspirated timbre-echoes after glottalized 
consonants are: a in pld' alatsla "skunk" and q in kflYdot!q 
"porpoise." In lti,agvetla "herring" the tl was heard with definite 
a-timbre despite preceding e. After u (9) -vowels syllabically 
final k-sounds are regularly followed by echoes (aspirations 
when consonant is not glottalized) with u-timbre. Hence k'", 
kl", ~", q'", qi", and x" (see below for orthography of k-sounds). 
These sounds, however, are also very frequent after unrounded 
vowels, as in l{i,adak'" "skin;" in such cases they represent 
original labialized k-sounds (see below). Aspiration with 
definite u-timbre is also found after t, as in salt'" "woman." 

Excluding such inorganic diphthongs as are formed by vowels 
and following .glides (e.g., i"), there have been found as true 
short diphthongs ai, au (also Au), di, ei, and long diphthongs 
ai, au. Vowels normally forming diphthongs that do not so 
unite, each preserving its full value, are separated by . (thus, 
a.i as distinct from true diphthong ai). Stress accent is indi
cated by ' over vowels. 

CONSONANTS. The consonant system of Comox is fairly 
full, including, as it does, eleven distinct series that differ 
according to place of articulation. As regards manner of articu
lation, six distinct series are to be recognized (voiceless stops, 
glottalized or "fortis" stops, voiced stops, voiced nasals, voiceless 
spirants, and voiced spirants), though by no means all of these 
are represented for all places of articulation. The voiceless 
stop and glottalized stop series are complete, the voiceless 
spirants nearly so, while the others are quite defective. All 
these consonants may be represented in the form of a table:-

50138-3! 



6 

VorcE- GLoT- VOICE-
LESS TALIZED VOICED NASALS LESS VOICED 

STOPS STOPS STOPS BPIRANTS ~PIRANTI 

----------- ------------------
LARYNGEAL (GLOTrAL). 

VELAR ..... . 

LADIALJEED VELAR ... 

GU1.'TORAL ........ . 

LA.DlALIZED GUTTURAL .. .. . . 

Pne-ouTTUBAL (A.NTEn1on PALA
TAL) .•. . ....... 

DoR8AL LATERAL . 

PALAt'AL SIBILANT ..... . ... . .... . . 

ALYEOLAR BIBlLANT. 

ALVEOLAR .. 

LABIAL ........ . 

Q 

QW 

k 

kw 

k• 

L 

tc 

ts 

i' 

h 

q! 

q!w zw 

k! 

k!w 

k11! I g• 

LI l 

y 

(voiced 
con tin-
uant) 

le! dj 

ts! 

t! (d) 1t 

p! (b) m w 

e is pronounced like sh of English ship; xY like eh of German 
ieh. te, tc!, dj (like j of English jam), ts, and ts! are affricatives 
(stop plus corresponding spirant; no simple stops correspond 
to le-series). L and LI are also affricatives, but with lateral 
(voiceless spirant l) release. 

b and d are phonetic variants of m and n; b and d were often, 
though not consistently, heard between vowels, m and n rather 
consistently as initials, while m and n were more often heard as 
syllabic finals than b and d. These b-m and d-n sounds have 
been at various times analysed by Boas as "semi-nasalized" 
consonants. "The nasal opening," he writes, "may differ in 
width, and the stricture of the upper nares may produce semi
nasalized consonants."2) Again, in speaking more definitely 
of Coast Salish, " ... the b sound . . . is produced with 
half-closed nose by the Indians of the Strait of Fuca, in the State 
of Washington. . . . The characteristic trait of the sound is a 
semiclosure of the nose, similiar to the effect produced by a cold 
in the head."3 These remarks doubtless apply to Comox as 

1 Boas uses ~ (interdental spirant, like th of English thick) in certain words for our s . See 
his 0atl6ltq vocabulary, R eport B.A.A.S., 1890, 6th Report on N.W. Tribes, pp. 141-163. 
I do not know if Tommy Bill's failure to use this sound is an individual peculiarity or not. 

'F. Boas, Introduction, Handbook of American Indian Languages, Bulletin 40, Bureau of 
American Ethnology, 1911, p. 22. 

'ibid., p. 17. 
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well as to more southern Coast Salish languages, yet it seems 
likely to the writer that under certain phonetic conditions these 
semi-nasals become true nasals. No attempt will here be made 
to normalize orthography on this point, a faithful record of 
what was heard, or thought to be heard, being presented. 

Eliminating b and d as of secondary origin (g 11 and dj, it should 
be carefully noted, are true sonant stops, not "intermediates"), 
all the other consonants listed in the table are etymologically 
distinct, that is, none of them are mere variants. (k, kl, and 
~' however, may prove to be merely secondary forms of kw, 
k!w, and ~w.) This gives us no less than thirty-six (or thirty
three) organically distinct consonants to operate with. A 
secondary series of aspirated surds (voiceless stops followed by 
aspiration) arises when voiceless stops occur as syllabic finals 
(written p', t', k', k11', q', tc'); kw and qw become k'u and q"', 
that is, their aspiration-release has u-timbre; similarly, k!w 
and q!w in this position become kfu and qfu. q, it may be noted, 
is often released into a weak spirant glide x (written "') before 
the following vowel is attacked (thus, qxa for qa). Final vowels 
and m and n are also often followed by aspiration (-a' and 
similarly for other vowels, m' or less often b', n' or less often d') , 
though this was not consistently heard. Final m and n are 
etymologically distinct from final glottally affected m and n, 
which are written m' and n' (sometimes breath release is heard 
after glottal release, when they are written m" and n''). Long 
consonants (indicated by · after consonant) were noted, but 
seem to be of no etymological significance (examples are q·, d'). 

SouND CHANµEs. Lengthening and reduction of vowels are 
important phonological processes in Comox, also, though to 
less extent, changes of vowel quality. As these, however, are 
generally of grammatical significance, they are best taken up in 
their proper place under types of reduplication. As more 
strictly phonetic pure and simple in character is to be considered 
the palatalizing of a to i in the neighbourhood of g11 , also the change 
of A to u and i in appropriate phonetic circumstances. These 
changes also, however, are most clearly brought out in connex
ion with morphological processes. 

Many cases of g11 , perhaps all, are undoubtedly due to original 
w. It seems that w, when it came to stand between vowels 
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(not, it would seem, including cases of preceding vowel plus 
glottal stop), also initially in many cases, regularly passed into 
gu. Thus, as diminutive of xA.ucin' "bone" is found xe•xigYic'i,n' 
<*xexAwidn' (-AgY- becomes -igY-, as noted above). Similarly, 
from qe'wAx "steel-head salmon" is formed qe' qegYe•x "little steel
head salmon" and q~qAuqa/agYe•x "little steel-head salmon 
(plur.)." This phonetic law explains a class of plurals, formed 
by reduplicating with 9- vowel, derived from stems in internal 
-gY-. Thus, from t!egvem ( < *ttewem) "sun, moon" is formed 
plur. tffjutfegvem ( < *t!Awt!ewem); other examples will be 
given in their proper place. So also is explained suffix -agvil 
"canoe" in such forms as tcadaagYil "three canoes,'' s~yatsa•gYil 
"five canoes", as compared with -aul in mt!saul "four canoes;" 
-agvil is evidently from *-awil (cf. KwantlEn, of Cowichan 
group of Coast Salish, -aQitl "canoe" in numerals,' 1 i.e., -aq;wil; 
perhaps cf. Comox nEq;wil "canoe"). An interesting test case 
is qeigvas "deer," doubtless a loanword from Kwakiutl (cf. 
Kwakiutl gewas "deer"2). Another such test case is afforded 
by Comox tigYj,uq;" "nine" < *tAwAq;" or *tA.wuq;" (cf. KwantlEn 
tiiq "nine,"3 i.e., tiix or tuq;, contracted from *tuwuq;). Compare 
also Comox fieigY9s "chief" with PEntlatc and Siciatl hewus4• 

On the other hand a number of words have been found with w 
between vowels. Such are ts!ats!awicin' "hail,'' q;wa'awiit' 
"fire," and 'dwak'u "tobacco." It is not clear how this -w- is 
related to -w- > -gv-. 

Just as gY and w are related, so there is reason to believe that 
dj and y are related, though there is perhaps not quite as con
vincing internal evidence at hand. See Type VIII of plural 
formations for such evidence. Moreover, with Comox djidis 
"tooth" compare Kwantbm yenis "tooth;"5 with Comox djicin' 
"foot" compare Siciatl yicin.6 

1 See C . Hill-Tout, Ethnological Studies of the Mainland HalkomUBm , a division of the 
Balish of British Columbia, Report of British Association for the Advancement of Science, 
1902, Ethnological Survey of Canada, p. 65. 

'See F. Boas, Kwakiutl, Handbook of American Indian Languages, Bulletin 40, Bureau 
of American Ethnology, 1911, p. 447. 

' C. Hill-Tout, ibid., p. 64. 
4 F. Boas, Comparative Vocabulary of Eiahteen Languages spoken in British Columbia, 

Report of British Association for the Advancement of Science, 1890, 6th Report on the North
western Tribes of Canada, p. 148. 

•C. Hill-Tout, Ethnoloqical Studies of the Mainland Halkom~lBm, a division of the Salish 
of British Columbia, Report of British Association for the Advancement of Science, 1902, 
Ethnological Survey of Canada, p. 86. 

l'i F. Boas1 Comparative Vocabulary of Eighteen Languages spoken in British Columbia, 
Report of B ritish Association for the Advancement of Science, 1890, 6th Report on the North
western Tribes of Canada, p. ]47 
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II. NOUNS NORMALLY REDUPLICATED. 

A considerable number of Comox nouns always appear in 
reduplicated form, reduplication in these cases being of no 
grammatical significance, but belonging to the noun as such. 
Many of them are animal names, and of these some are quite 
evidently onomatopoetic. Ten fairly distinct types of redupli
cation seem to be illustrated in the rather limited material 
available. Very likely others exist. 

Type I . Completely Reduplicating. 

h6'mhO'm blue grouse xfip'xop' humming-bird 
k11ack11q,c, bluejay ts!i'~uts!i~" fish-hawk 
pqk'"p9k'" liver g14,ig111,i panther 
qe'n'qen" duck qwtiqwf,' sea-gull 
"Duck" and "sea-gull" have both syllables with vowels alike 

in quality but with short vowel in the second. 

Type II. Completely Reduplicating with il. 

til'lt9l' small butter-ball duck hii'ihei' arrow 
"Arrow" belongs perhaps rather with Type I. Both of these 
nouns lose a glottal stop in the reduplicating syllable. 

Ty pe I II. Reduplicating Syllable: cvc1. 1 

titct1tc'i' cowl kwa' kw{i,'adj9' grey squirrel 
t!Aq't!Aqai dog-wood 

Type IV. Reduplicating Syllable: ce. 

m~'•mau cat kYf~ik11fak11J crow 
tcl'itca.iq' salt-water hunter 

In "salt-water hunter" reduplicating lei- is broken into tcT,' i -. 

1 In these formul re c represents first consonant of stem, v first vowel, c1 second consonant 
of stem, v1 second vowel, and so on. '9' represents any long vowel, V any shortened vowel. 
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Type V. Reduplicating Syllable: ci. 

Only one or two certain examples have been found of this type. 
They differ from the preceding in that the vowel of the redupli
cating syllable is short. 

qwi•qwaatfAlaa'k' butterfly wfwal9s young man 
(form probably diminutive in). 

Possibly also:-
e' adjam' young woman 

Type VI. Reduplicating Syllable : ea or ea. 

LaLapx pocket-knife 
xax~'· nit 

Type VII. 

qwaqum1,is marten 
mamstco'm mink 

Reduplicating Syllable: cv. 

ts! ats! awicin' hail tc! ate! (i, att an" mouse 
xwdxwadjo'm fly (word probably diminutive in form). 
qA.q'ta'amas game with wooden ball1 
q{Jq9w£im' down (of bird) 

Type VII I. Reduplicating Syllable: cv'. 

qfl'aqa' rush mat dja'adja' tree 

Type IX. Reduplicating Syllable: co. 

Only one example has been found of this type:
tot'r.ulal necklace 

Type X . Reduplicating Syllable: cec. 

Of this very peculiar type (doubly reduplicating consonant, 
otherwise like Type IV) also only one example has been found:

qHq!q!a'adje'uk'" butter-ball duck 
1 Formed from q'td.'abas i<wooden ball covered with spruce-roots." There were two 

sides in the game, with the same number on each. Each side had a goal consisting of a little 
pit, which was guarded hy one man. All hut the two guards gathered in the centre. One 
man threw up the wooden ball and everyone tried to catch it, run with it to the goal of the 
opponents, and put it into the pit. Those of the other side tried to take the ball away from 
the one that had it. The side that first made ten goals won the game. After four goals had 
been made, the game was suspended for a while and a general free-for-all fight took place. 
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Here may also be given:-
q! aq!tu:,;" big fire (form is augmentative?) : cf. q!dti:,;" fires 

scattered around. 

III. REDUPLICATED PLURALS OF NOUNS. 

By far the larger number of Comox nouns form their plural by 
reduplication, in a few cases different stems are used for singular 
and plural, while still other nouns seem to form no plural. The 
most persistent type of plural reduplication is that in which 
both first and second consonants of stem are repeated, though 
1ess numerously represented types also occur. 

Type I. Reduplicating Syllable: cvc1 

' !A.k9m'' beaver 
kurnaqin' sea-lion 
qwA.diis humpbacked whale 
qwAsAm woolly grouse 
x6p'xop' humming-bird 
ts!ox6"0 codfish 
L!A.xwa'i dog salmon 
sa'an' cohoe salmon 
q!wAfiitcin' humpback salmon 
xa' a big clam 
Lii' Am' cockle 
xA.pa'i red cedar 
q6"'a'i hemlock 
q!ap!xwai oak 

p!~'ixai alder 
tte'ibai wild cherry bush 
'awak'" tobacco 

q!wA.'ix wood 
xa'a.idatc stump 

plural t!A.k'"tfAk9m" 
kumkumaqin • 
qwAd. qwA.diis 
qwA.sqwAf:Am 
x6p'xop'xop' 
ts!6xts!oxo' 0 

LIAxL!Axwa'i 
sa'asa'an' 
qfwAt'q!wA.fiitcin' 
xa'axa'a 
Lii'iii'Am' (type vm?) 
xAp'xApa'' 
qov.q6"'a'i 
q!ap!q!ap!exwai (with 

lengthening of first 
stem-vowel; -e- is in
organic) 

pfeipf~'ixai (type vm?) 
tfeitfe'ibai (type vm?) 
'au'awak'" many bun-

ches of tobacco 
qfwAiq!wA.'ix 
xa'axa'a.idatc 



mAqsin' nose 
djicin' foot 
djidis tooth 
LftkuinAs heart 
xAucin' bone 
k11it! little finger 
ts!Amala' index finger 
q!wdt"Am river 
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pdxai' creek 
LI dqe•nac spring 
kupu"mi":p" hill 

LI dxai' old man 
qA.l" qi warrior 
LIAms house 
XASAm box 
kwd' am coiled storage basket 
Lfpatf,l basket bag 
q!dk'" board 
kvtikvayu oar 
sAq.A.k"" war-club 
lAqf" bow 
tclit'qamin knife 
sip/Amin' shinny stick 
lAql As mountain-goat blanket 
Lfpi'tsla'a yellow-cedar 
qi A.s' Adai buckskin shirt 
Lldqlacin" moccasin 
pdq·a9s white-eyed 
tcixa9s red-eyed 

plural mAq1mAqsin' 
djicdjicin • 

djiddjidis 
LIEk'L!JkuinAS 

XA.UXAUCin' 
k11itfk11itf 

tsl A.mtsl Amala' 
q!wdt'q!wafAm 

pdxpaxai' 
LI dq' LI aqe•nac 
kup'kupumiu:pu (with 

shortening of second 
stem-vowel) 

LldxL!axai' 
qA.l.qAlqf 

LIA.mLIAms 
XASXASAm 
kwd'akwa'am 
LfAp' LfApatf,l 

qldk"'qlak'" 
k11 lik11' k11 !ik~ayu 
sA.q'sAq.Ak'" 

lA.qfulAql" 
tcl it' tc!it' qamin • 
sip! sip! Ami in• 

lAqflAqf AS 
LI Ap'Lf Apitsl(J,'a 

qi Asq! A.s' adai 
LI Aq!L!Aql acin" 
pdq'paq·a9s 
tcixtcixa9s 

Type II. Reduplicating Syllable: CAC. 

This type differs from the preceding in that, while both first 
and second stem-consonants are reduplicated, the stem vowel 
between these consonants is not, but is replaced by an inorganic 
A-vowel. If the vowel is followed or broken by a glottal stop, 
or if there are two successive vowels, the second consonant is 
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repeated just the same, the glottal stop being neglected in the 
reduplicating syllable. Thus, tc!e'ad- and Lfa'al- reduplicate as 
tc!in- and LfAl- respectively. Several nouns with stem-A and 
reduplicating-A, listed under Type I, should perhaps belong 
here. Three sub-types are to be recognized, according to 
whether A remains as such (sub-type a), is palatalized by s, tc, 
tc!, kY, l, or y to i (r) (sub-type b), or is labialized by ~w to u 
(sub-type c). 

Sub-type II a. 
mt•xal bear 
Lfa'al'o'm' wolf 
qfaaLf -land otter 
qfaasa' sea otter 
xa a> wa fur seal 
as~" hair seal 
kfoqdotfq porpoise 

p!aq!Adatc goose 
qe'n'qen' duck 
h~wAq?n' swan 
q~'wAx steel-head salmon 
taaqfwa' devil-fish 
mat!ai horse clam 

saa'ba' mussel 
maatc!in' louse 
osa'i huckleberry bush 
XWaSAbai soapberry bush 
t!e'•'de•qwai salmon-berry bush 
t!a'abuxwai gooseberry bush 

qe~" ring finger 
Lfaaqfwai fish-gill 
SopAdatc tail 
ts!amuql cloud 

plural mAxmi•xal 
L!Ah!a'al'o'm' 
qf,J.LfqfaaLf 

q!Asq!a 0 sa' 
xAuxa'wa 
'1s'as~" 
kfwAd"kfwoqd9tfq (with 

shortening of second 
vowel of stem) 

p! A.q!p!aq! Adatc 
'qAd. qen' qen' 
hA uh?WA q?n. 
qAuq~'wAx 
tAqftaaqfwa' 

mAtfm{i,atfai (with length
ening of first vowel 
of stem) 

sAmsaa'ba' 
mAtc!rma 0 tc!in' 
'As'osa'i 
xwAsxwasAbai 
t! Antle'•' de•qwai 
t!Amt!Amuxwai (with re-

duction of a' a of stem 
to A) 

qkp"qe~" 

L!Aqf"Lfaaqfwai 
SA p' so"p A date 
ts!Amrts!amuql 



t!a'aqfat' mountain 
s~•ql}t' dug hole, well 
t{j'mic man 
xaapf baby basket 
tf{j'mt' paddle 
waxaats!i pipe 
Mt'~"lal necklace 
q'ta'abas wooden ball used in 

game 
mitali beaver-tooth die 

qa'aqa rush mat 
laq!wain9p cedar-bark mat 
Lfdxl} oldest 
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plural t! Aqftfaaqfat' 
s.Aq' se•ql}t' 
t.Amto 'mic 
XApfxaapf 
t! Amt!ti'mt' 
wAxwaxaats!i 
tAt" ot'~"lal 
qAt' q'ta' abas 

mAt'mNali (with length
ening of first stem -
vowel) 

qAq'qa'aqa'' 
l.Aqf"laq!wain9p' 
Lf AxLfaxl} 

Lf alsami strong Lf Ahf alsami 
An irregular example of this sub-type is:-
sats! Am tyee salmon SAmsaatsf Am 

Here the first and third, instead of first and second, consonants 
are reduplicated. 

Sub-type II b. 
tc!e'ad9 dog 
kuackvac bluejay 
l0"0 b9m' small clam 
ts!atc!ilbai spruce 

sostn' mouth 

sapax9s horn 
kf?'sAd' star 
yaxai" pack-basket 

tc!intc! e' ado 
kutcku acku ac 
liml6" 0 b9m' 
ts!itc'ts!dtc!ilbai (ts!itc' -

instead of ts!itc!-) 
sissosin' (with shorten

ing of second stem
vowel) 

sipsapax9s 
kwiski5sAd' 
yix1yaxai'; 

Irregular examples of this sub-type are:-

tc!atcf{J.atfan" mouse 

tt~"sal tongue 

tc!it'tcfaatfan'' (for tc!it'
instead of tc!it!-see 
"spruce" above) 

tisVi~"sal 
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In the first of these the plural is built not on the already redupli
cated simplex (as e.g., in "bluejay" above), but on a simpler 
unreduplicated stem abstracted from it. In the second example 
the first and third, unstead of the first and second consonants, 
are reduplicated (cf. "tyee salmon" above). 

Sub-type II c. Only one example is available:-

;pwlitQqQ'm "falls" plural :put':pwat9q9'm 

Type III. Reduplicating Syllable: co or c9. 

Nearly all of these nouns have g11 as their second consonant, 
representing, as we have already seen, original w. These nouns 
could be considered a sub-type of Type II, were it not that they 
form their reduplicating syllable not in -Au, as might perhaps 
be expected (cf. xAuXAucin' under Type I), but in -o- (-u- after 
dj- and g11-) or -Q- (probably due to contraction of original -Aw-). 
Two sub-types can be recognized, according to whether the 
reduplicating vowel is short (sub-type a) or long (sub-type b). 

Sub-type I II a. 
ta' agva:,;u fern 
Ul' ag11iri salmon spear 

Sub-type III b. 
l(J,agvetfa herring 
p!~gvai halibut 
gv1i{lv;;,• panther 

t!egvem sun, moon 
Mg 11 9s chief 
djig11in' song 
M,adak'" skin 

t9ta' ag11a:,;u 
t9ta'ag11in 

l6laag11et!a 
p!o,,p!~gvai 

*g11ug11fig11ii (not obtained 
as such, but implied 
in diminutive plural 
g11iig11ug11tig11i' 
ther cubs") 

"pan-

tfo"tfegvem sun and moon 
h6"heig119s 
djudjigvin' 
lo"laadak'u 

It is not clear why "skin" should reduplicate with a-vowel. 
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Type IV. Reduplicating Syllable: cv; Syncope of First Stem 
Vowel. 

Only one example has been found of this type. As it begins 
with g11-, the stem -g11 of the plural, coming immediately before 
another consonant, reverts to w, uniting with preceding a to 
form au. 

g11aq·ahas married woman plural g11duq· ahas 

That *waq·ahas is to be presupposed is corroborated by com
parison with KwantlEn s-wd-wF:kus "married woman."1 

Type V. Reduplicating Syllable: eve. 

Nouns belonging to this group have long stem-vowels and 
differ from Type I in that the reduplicated vowel is shortened, 
though it keeps its quality. 

xtiug11as grizzly bear 
q(J,'um' eye 
qtJ'"mai' snow on ground 
Mko 0 m1,n bailer 

xduxaugvas 
qduqa'um' 
qumqo'"mai' 
lulc'l0k09m1,n 

Type VI. Reduplicating Syllable: cac1. 

ti'haadan' chief's wife 
Mq'saamin' pole for poling canoe 
olqai' i snake 

aL leggings 

tdhtihaadan' 
hdq'h(}q'saamin' 
'al'9lqai'i (with shorten-

ing of first stem
vowel) 

'aL'aL 

"Leggings" may, of course, just as well belong to Type I. 

Type VII. 

q! {Ja' ada ear 
ft (LIA.ms) big (house) 
aq;u snow-flake 

Reduplicating Syllable: cv. 

qi {Jql Qa' ada 
ttvi (LI Ams) big (houses) 
ii' a:,;" falling snow 

l C. Hill-Tout, Ethnolooical Studies of the Mainland Halkomt!Em, a division of the Salish 
of British Columbia, Report of British Association for the Advancement of Science, 1902, 
Ethnolo~ical Survey of Canada, p. 89. · 
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Type VIII. Reduplicating Syllable: ce . 

According to varying phonetic circumstances we have either 
i or e, the latter occurring after q, qi and x . The examples of 
this type obtained are:

q!aik'"' eagle 
kwudjak'v. trout 
w~v. yellow cedar 

dj{i'adja' tree 

~<i'idj A' leaf 
tcayac hand 
say a' ada neck 
q(l,'ya' water 
sa'yal lake 
xa' adjaic stone 
tc12"i child 

plural qfeiqfaik'v. 
kwiikwudjak'"' 
tUti~wai' (may belong 

also to type vn; note 
-ai' in plural) 

*djidj{i,'adja' (not ob
tained as such, but 
implied by diminu
tive plural djedjidja
'adja') 

81,sa'idj A' 

tcttcayac 
81,saya' ada 
qeqa'ya' 
stsa'yal 
xexa'adjaic 
tcttcu'i 

k!{Jy9k9Wn (or -m1,id) fisherman 
sidjaqo'p' basket hat 

k!wtk! 9y9k9m1,in 
stsidjaqo'p' 
ltlaidatctAn l<iidatctAn woman's cedar-bark 

skirt 

Eliminating "yellow cedar," which, as was pointed out, may 
just as well be reckoned as belonging to Type VII (there is 
reason, however, to believe that t?,i~v. goes back to *tiyi~"; see 
diminutive type I b and diminutive plural type II f), all these 
plurals may be plausibly explained as cases of Type II, redupli
cating + or -e- being the contracted result of -Ay-. It will be 
observed that the stems of these nouns contain either i- diph
thongs, including broken groups (-a~:-, -a'h -u'i-), vowel plus y 
(-ay- , -ay-, -a'y-, -9y-), or vowel plus dj (-udj-, -a'adj-, -a'adj-, 
-idj-); dj, as we saw above, is probably a resultant of original y. 
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Type IX. Reduplicating Syllable: ea (or ea). 

Sub-type IX a (with a). 
tcfl;l rain 
qD'"qwai speaker 
yip'1}:,;" hole 

Snb-type IX b (with a). 
tct'itca.iq' salt-water hunter 

plural tc!fltcfl;l 
qwaqo'"qwai 
yayip"ii:,;" 

tcatct' itca. iq' 

Type X. First Stem-vowel Changed to~. 

These nouns are reduplicated to begin with, and substitute for 
plural reduplication a change of the first stem-vowel to e (long 
and open). 

The few examples are:-

w~'wal9s young man 
e' adjam' young woman 
k11f-eik11fak11f crow 

we"wal9s 
e"adjam' 
k"fe'•k11fak11f 

Type XI. Reduplicating Syllables: cacAc. 

Only two examples have been found of this doubly reduplicat
ing type of plural formation. In the first, the A, coming after 
g11, is palatalized to i; in the second, the reduplicating -Ay
becomes -"i- (see Type VIII). 

g11aad7,im slave 
tayac killer-whale 

g11ag11idgvadiim 
tflt"itayac 

Irregular Plurals. 

Several plurals listed above are somewhat irregular, but there 
has been no difficulty in assigning them to definite types. The 
two that follow are quite irregular. The second shows not only 
reduplication but breaking of -A- to a' a-. 

dja'adja' tree djadj"ia'm 
mAl'q'u fawn rnama'aliq'" 
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A few nouns change the stem entirely in passing from singular 
to plural. Such are:-

salt'" WOman plural nigYap'tai 
Sa'aslt'u girl (diminutive Of Salt'") n-fnrgYap'tai (diminutive 

of nigvdp'tai) 
Involving this same change of stem is:-
saltu~u. married man nigYap'tahai' 
Rather different, presumably, is:-

tatr'natcap' leg tcuk!u'natcap' 
which keeps the same suffix in the plural, while changing the 
stem. 

Nouns without Plurals. 

Quite a number of nouns were secured which form no plural. 
Some of these are reduplicated to begin with, and there is clearly 
a feeling, though one by no means consistently applied, against 
re-reduplication in forming plurals. Others, however, are such 
as might easily be reduplicated, were it usage to do so. It is 
possible that reduplicated plurals might have been given for 
some of these by other informants. Reduplicated nouns that 
form no plural are:-

gvtigv;;,i panther 
titctrtdic owl 
tsW::putsJ7,::pu. fish-hawk 
qwi•qwaatf Alaa'k' butterfly 

(probably diminutive; dim. plur. 
is found) 

qwaqumiis marten 
mdmstco'm mink 
qw?,iqwi' sea-gull 
xwdxwadjo'm' fly 

pqk'up9k'" liver xax~'i nit 
LaLap~" knife Miihei' arrow 
Non-reduplicated nouns for which my informant would give 

no plurals are:-
may9s raccoon p;;,ikf ground-hog 
q!e!~tc elk p!a'alatsfa skunk 

· · raven 'J PI 6xo'9 } 'amaxvi.·d1o'9 ant 
p!ah q~ix salmon-egg 
tc!eq"' robin mq'9s head 
For "robin,'' tc!Aq'tc!eq', which might well enough be expected 

as plural, was explicitly denied. If necessary to express plurality 
in these nouns, qax or q.4.X "many" can be juxtaposed before 
any of them. 

50138-4 
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IV. REDUPLICATED DIMINUTIVES OF NOUNS. 

Diminutives in Comox, as in other Salish languages, are formed 
by means of reduplication. Reduplicated diminutive forms, 
however, differ from reduplicated plurals in that the reduplicat
ing syllable repeats the first consonant of the stem, never also 
the second. Moreover, the vowel of the reduplicating syllable 
is formed according to different rules from that of the redupli
cating syllable of plural forms. Further complications result 
from the internal changes to which the stem is often subjected, 
so that altogether a large number of more or less distinct types 
of diminutive formations may be recognized. It will be advan
tageous to list in a purely analytical way the various features 
that are found in diminutives, so that ready reference may be 
made to them when discussing the types as1such . 

Diminutivizing characteristics are:-
(1.) Reduplication of initial consonant of stem, followed by 

a. Short <:; (i or?,). Two types of <:;- reduplication may be 
recognized, according to whether <:; is or is not accented. 
Thus, mimq' qs from mg' qs "head"; qi:;qfJ.'ya' from qti'ya' 
"water.' 

b. Long e (i or i), always accented. Thus LliLI AXwii/i 
from L!A.xwa' i "dog-salmon." 

c. e, always accented. Thus q!e'•qfe! LI from qfaaLf" land
otter." 

d. v, which may or may not be accented. Thus, lqlk9°min 
from l0ko 0min "bailer." 

e. ii, which is regularly accented. Thus, k!ok!qdotf9 from 
kf69dotf9 "porpoise." 

f. Short a, accented or not. Thus, LdLii'im" from Lti' Am' 
"cockle." 

g. Long a. Thus, djadjaagyin' from djigYin' "song." 
h. Long a'a. Thus, sa'aslt'" from sMt'" "woman." 
i. Short 9. Thus, Lf9Lfa'amiis from LIAms "house." 

(2.) Glottal stop inserted in stem. This may occur as 
a . Breaking of (non-final) vowel or diphthong. Thus, 

tc'jtca'ayac from tcayac " hand." 
b. Glottalizing of final consonant (generally m or n); this 

should probably include breaking of vowel when final. 
Thus, l6l9b9'm' from l6"9bqm' "small clam." 
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(3.) Quantitative vocalic changes (increments) . These include 
a . Lengthening of (last) stem vowel. Thus, tatigva:p" from 

ta' agva:p" "fern." 
b. Change to wa or wa of u of stem. Thus, diminutive 

plural kwikumkwaa'maqin' from plural kumkumaqin' 
"sea-lions." 

c. Lengthening of inorganic A (or i, e) to i. Thus, x~xsim' 
from x.AsAm "box." Less often, full a is changed to i 
(cf. 4b), as in kw~kwi'im' from kwd'am "coiled storage 
basket." 

d. Insertion of i . This is probably but another form of 3c, 
inorganic ,1 and absence of vowel being perhaps con
sidered as phonologically equivalent. Thus, q~qAli"q! 

from q.Al"q! "warrior." 
e. Insertion of short vowel (A, i) before syllable with length

ened vowel. Thus, x~•xigvicin' (note second i) from 
x.Aucin' "bone." 

f. Lengthening of A or a (non-final) to a. Thns, q!waq!wa'a
djix from qfw.A'ix "wood." 

(4.) Qualitative vocalic changes. These include 
a. Umlaut of a to short ? (i). Thus, X?xfl'adj?'ic from 

xa' adjaic "stone." 
b. Umlaut of a (or a), rarely 9, to long e (i, i) . Thus, 

qf~•qfe•k'" from q!alc"' "board ." 
c. Change of stem vowel to a'a. Thus, t9ta'amic from t6'mic 

"man." 
(5.) Vocalic reduction. Under this head may be grouped 

a. Shortening of stem vowel before syllable with lengthened 
vowel (or inserted i). This shortening before lengthening 
is doubtless due to quantitative rhythm. Thus, qwf!
qwi•qwi'i (note second i) from qwtiqwf,' !'sea-gull. Such 
shortened syllables regularly lose their glottal stop, if 
there is one present, as in q~qawem" from qa'um' "eye." 

b. Syncope of stem vowel after reduplicating syllable with 
accented vowel. Long vowels may thus fall out quite as 
readily as short ones. Thus, se' •sp'x9s from sapax9s 
"horn." 

These twenty-two diminutivizing features occur in various 
combinations, so that a large number of possible types of 

50138-4! 
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diminutive formation may result. A considerable number of 
such types can be constructed from the available material, but 
this need not exemplify all that actually occur. As to which of 
the features listed are fundamental to Salish and which merely 
secondary in Comox or several Coast Salish languages, it is 
useless to speculate. Adequate comparative data are necessary. 
A few points of a comparative nature will be brought forward at 
the end of the paper. The various diminutive types will now 
be taken up in order, the main stress being laid on the form of 
the reduplicating syllable. 

Type I. Reduplicating Syllable: c~ . 

Various sub-types occur, according to whether the stem 
vowels remain unmodified or are subjected to comparatively 
slight changes. 

Sub-type I a. 
mt/9s head 

Diminutive feature la only:

q'tli'abas wooden ball 
q!{Ja'ada ear 
'dwak"" tobacco 
qw.Adiis whale 
qo'"'a'i hemlock 
sidjaqo'p' basket cap 
q~ix salmon-egg 

diminutive mim9' QS 

q~q'ta' abas 
q!w~q!9a'ada 
'fawak'"' 
qw~qwAdiis 

qwiqo'"'a'i 
stsidjaqo'p' 
q~q~yix (-~yi- pro b

ably merely variant 
of -~i-) 

Sub-type I b. Diminutive features la, 3c (or d) :-

m.A.qsrn' nose 
djidis tooth 
w~u yellow cedar ( < *tf,yi~ ") 

q.A.l"q! warrior 

mf,mAqsiin' 
djidjidiis 

Wf,yt~"' 
q~qAli•q! 

Sub-type I c. Diminutive features la, 3a, 5a:-
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Type II. Reduplicating Syllable: c~; stem: feature 2a. 

In these diminutives the first vowel of the stem is broken, the 
broken vowel taking the form v'v. If the final vowel is long, it 
seems to be shortened (-'a becomes -'a). 

ptikf ground-hog diminutive pipf,'?k! 
q!~'(}tc elk q!~q·f(}'e'(}tc 

xa' a big clam 

Though the last diminutive seems to correspond exactly in 
form and rhythm to the second, the final -a'a may perhaps here 
be better explained as breaking of the last vowel (-a) of the stem 
(feature 2b). 

Type III . Red·uplicating Syllable: * stem: features 3a 
or d, 5a, 2b. 

qii'um' eye 

qwt'qwf,' sea-gull 

q~qawem" (-e- doubt
less merely variant 
of -i-) 

qwi•qwi•qwi''i 

Type IV. Reduplicating Syllable : c~; stem: f eatures 4a, 3c, 2b. 

Tewa' am coiled storage basket kw~kwi'im' 

Type V. Reduplicating Syllable: c~; stem: feature 5b. 

LlikuinAs heart 
xA.pa'i red cedar 

L!iL!kuinAS 
x~xpa'i 

Type VI. Reduplicating Syllable: c~; stem: features 5b, 
4b . 

qwA.sAm woolly grouse 
paxai' creek 

qw~q'"se"m- 9l 
p}p'xe'i 

Type VII. Reduplicating Syllable: c~; stem: f eatures 5b, 3c, 2a. 

XASA.m box x~xsim' 
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Type VIII. Reduplicating Syllable: et;:. 

In this type the reduplicating t;: is unaccented. According to 
whether or not the stem is modified in regard to vocalic length or 
quality, various sub-types may be recognized. 

Sub-type VIII a. Diminutive feature la only:-
ts!i1tc!ilbai spruce diminutive ts!its!atc!ilbai 
ga'ya' water qt;:qa'ya' 
qt.i'"qwai speaker qwiqo'u.qwai 

Here probably also belongs qwi•qwaatf Alaa'k' "butterfly." 

Sub-type VIII b. Diminutive features la, 5a (accent on third 
syllable of diminutive):
saya' ada neck 

xa'aidatc stump 

Sub-type VI I I c. 
sa'yal lake 
maatc!in' louse 

Sub-type VIII d. 
p()k'"p9k'u liver 

sisiyti' ada (sa-short
ened to SA-, which, 
coming before y, 
has to be palatal
ized to sf,-) 

xt;:xA'a.idatc (-a.i
probably equiva
lent to -ai-) 

Diminutive features la, 3a (or c) :
sisa'yal 
mimaatc/'1,n' 

Diminutive features la, 4 b :
pf,puk"'ptik'" 

Type IX. Reduplicating Syllable: et;:; stem: feature 2a. 

Here again the reduplicating vowel is an unaccented t;: . The 
stem, however, is characterized by the breaking of one of its 
vowels. According to whether or not umlaut also takes place, 
two sub-types are to be recognized. 

Sub-type IX a. 
tcayac hand 

Diminutive features la, 2a:
ttjtcd' ayac 
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S'Ub-type IX b. Diminutive features la, 2a, 4a:-
xa'adjaic stone diminutive Xl}Xll'adjl}'ic 

As irregular representative of this type may perhaps be con
sidered:-

qe'n'qen' duck ql}qA'dd-ol (built on 
unreduplicated sim
plex) 

Type X. Red'Uplicating Syllable: ce. 

Various sub-types are to be recognized, according to whether 
or not the stern vowels are quantitatively modified. 

S'Ub-type X a. Diminutive feature lb only:-
tcfl}l rain tc!Ucfl}l 
p!~guai halibut pf~ipfiguai 

ts!oxo" 0 codfish ts!i'ts!oxo' 0 

L!Axwa'i dog-salmon 
xaapf baby-basket 
p!(i:r;o'9 raven 
yip'1,iiu hole 
Lfp1,'ts!a'a yellow-cedar bark 

blanket 
titctrtciic little owl 

Lftf,f AXWii' i 

xe•xaapf 
p!i' p! g:r;o'9 
yeyipi i:r;" 
Lfi' LfpUs!a'a 

tUitctitc'i ic 
kvackvac bluejay k"i' ikuac 
q(iq9w1,im' small breast feathers qwi'•quwiim' 
In the last two examples the diminutive is formed, not from 

the already reduplicated simplex, but from the unreduplicated 
form abstracted from it. 
Sub-type X b. Diminutive features lb, 3c :-

Lfpi1til bag Lfe' LfpatU 
tc!eq'" robin tc!Ncfi•qx 
kumaqin' sea-lion kwi'kumaqtv' 
djfoin' foot djfdjicln' 
lA.qf" bow lfil1,•qf" 

Sub-type X c. Diminutive features lb, 5a, 3c (or 3a) :-
qfwAt"iitcin' humpback salmon q!weq!uWtcln' 
t! a' abuxwai goose berry bush t.fit! .A muxwai 
p!a'alatsfa skunk p!ep!A'lats! (mis-

heard for -p! Al-?) 



Sub-type X d. 
x.Aucin' bone 
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Diminutive features lb, 3e, 3c:
diminutive xe•xigYic1,n' 

*-AWA-) 
(-igYi-< 

It should be noted that this type of diminutive formation, 
while externally similar to Type VIII of plural formation (cf., e.g., 
xe•xaapf "little basket" with qrn•qfaik'" "eagles"), is in reality 
quite distinct in origin, the latter, as we have seen, tracing its 
reduplicating -ii- to -Ay- and being limited to nouns with i-diph
thongs. 

Type XI. Redwplicating Syllable: ce; stem: feature 2b. 

mat! iii horse clam 

hdihei (haihei'?) arrow 
q! .As' Adiii buckskin shirt 

me'mAtfa'i (me' - per
haps misheard for 
me-) 

heheihei'i 
q!e•qf as' ada'i 

Type XII. Reduplicating Syllable: c~; stem: 4b . 

q!dk"' board 
aL leggings 

qfe•qte•k'" 
e'h 

Type XIII. Reduplicating Syllable: ce; stern: feature 5b. 

There are two sub-types, according to whether or not the stem 
vowel is modified. 

Sub-type XIII a. 
q!dp!xwai oak 
p!~'ixai alder 

Diminutive features l b, 5 b :-

Lfttaqfwai fish-gill 
kup-u"mi":p" hill 
laq!wainqp' cedar-bark mat 
m'ibiii wild-cherry bush 
t! Aq't! .Aqai dog-wood 

q!eq!p!xwai 
p!7,'p!xai 
Lf'L'iLfq!wai 
kw~k'"p-1,it' 

Wlq!wainqp' 
t!i't!biii 
t!Wqai 

In the last example the diminutive is built up on the unre
duplicated stem abstracted from the already reduplicated 
simplex. The broken stem vowels -e'i- of "alder" and "wild-
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cherry bush" disappear in the diminutive apparently without 
trace of ', but this may in part be due to following qi and pi, 
which imply'. With these contrast:-

sd'an' cohoe salmon diminutive sts'ad-ol 
Here the -a' a- is treated, not as a broken vowel, but as two 

vowels with intervening consonant. 

Sub-type XIII b. Diminutive features lb, 5b, 3c :-
lA.qlAs mountain-goat blanket li'l'q/7,s 
L!Aqlacin'' moccasins Lle•Llqlacen' (mis-

heard for -en"?) 

Type XIV. Reduplicating Syllable: ce; stem: features 5a, 
3c, 2b. 

t!egvem sun, moon tfi'tfig11im' 
-i- is for - A-, because of following gv. 

Type XV. Reduplicating Syllable: ce; stem: features 5b, 4a. 

SA.q'Ak'u war-club 

Type XVI. 

qa'aqa' rush mat 
tot'r,ulal necklace 

Reduplicating Syllable: ce'. 

qe'•qa'a 
te ' •c~ulal 

The diminutive of "necklace," as often happens with nouns 
reduplicated to begin with, is built up on the implied unredupli
cated stem. The same applies to the diminutive of "rush mat," 
except that here it is the reduplicating syllable of the simplex, 
which doubtless more nearly represents the simple stem, that is 
taken as the base of the diminutive form . 

Type XVII. Reduplicating Syllable: ce'; stem: feature 4a or b. 

Two sub-types are found, according to whether or not there 
areat the same time quantitative changes in the stem. 



Sub-type XVI! a. 
qfaaLf land-otter 
qfaasa' sea-otter 
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Diminutive features le, 4b :
diminutive q!e'•q!e• LI 

q!e'•q!e•s (note loss of 
-a') 

Sub-type XVI! b. Diminutive features, le, 5a, 4a (or b) :-
q~'wAx steel-head salmon qe'qegYe•x 

-gY- is from original -w-. It is not clear whether -qegve•x repre
sents *-qf}we•x or *-qf}Wf}X. 

Type XV III. Reduplicating Syllable: ce; stem: features 3c, 2b. 

q!wdL1m river q!we•q!watim' (q!we•
not equivalent to 
q!we•-; see diminu
tive plural type iv) 

Type XIX. Reduplicating Syllable: ce'; stem: feature 5b. 

There are two sub-types, the latter with modified stem vowel. 

Sub-type XIX a. Diminutive features le, 5b:
sapax9s horn 
heq'saamin' pole for poling canoe 

se'•sp'X<)S 
he'•hq'saamin' 

Sub-type XIX b. Diminutive features le, 5b, 3c:-
t!Ak9m'' beaver (-kQ- doubt- tte'•t!kwim' 

less for -kwA-) 

Type XX. Reduplfrating Syllable: cv. 
Here again there are two sub-types, the latter with vocalic 

reduction. 

Sub-type XX a. Diminutive feature ld :-
xaugvas grizzly bear xdxaugvas 

Here probably belongs also xwdxadjo'm' "fly." 

Sub-type XX b. Diminutive features ld, 5a, 3c or d:-
laagYetfa herring ldligvetfa (-i - < -.1-) 
ldidatctAn woman's cedar-bark laltdatctin (-'i- <-Ai-) 

skirt 
t!t/mt' paddle t!Qt!,ibiit' 
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Type XXI. Reduplicating Syllable: cv; stem: feature 5b . 

There are three sub-types, based on differences in the further 
treatment of the stem. 
Sub-type XXI a. Diminutive features ld, 5b:-

yaxai'i pack-basket diminutive yd.ixai" 

Sub-type XXI b. 
wax{Lats!i pipe 

Diminutive features ld, 5b, 3a:
wauxaats!1,i 

Sub-type XXI c. 
loko9rnin bailer 

Diminutive features ld, 5a, 5b :
l (Jlk1)9min 

Type XXII. Reduplicating Syllable cv; stem: features 3a or c, 
and 2b. 

There are two sub-types, depending on whether or not the 
first vowel of the stern is reduced. 

Sub-type XXII a. Diminutive features ld, 3c, 2b:-
sats! Am tyee salmon sas·aatsH'm' 

Sub-type XXII b. Diminutive features ld, 5a, 3a, 2b :-
sd'f,djA' leaf sastdja'a (-1:- reduced 

from -a'f,-) 

Type XXIII. Reduplicating Syllable: cv; stem: features 5a, 
3a or c. 

kfo9dotf9 porpoise 
may9s raccoon 

ta' ag11a:-r;u fern 

ta'ag11in salmon-spear 
gua,ad?,im slave 

k!ok! 9dotf9 
marnf,y99s c+ palat

alized from -A-, re
duced from -a-) 

t6.tigua:-r;u. (-i- palatal-
ized from -A-, re
duced from -a' a-) 

UitigY?,n (<lit.) 
g11{Lg11idiim (-i- pala

talized from - .1-, re-
duced from -aa-) 



as:,;" hair-seal 
ts!amuql cloud 
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diminutive lalidaak'" (dit.) 
'a'asi:,;" 
ts!ats!rmAqwU (-r-

palatalized from-A-, 
reduced from -a- ; 
-mA- merely vari
ant of -mu-) 

olqai'i snake '0'9lqai'' 
'amaxYidjo'9 ant 'a' . .i.maxYidjo'9 
In the last two examples the final vowel is considered quanti

tatively long and hence cannot be further lengthened. Quite 
irregular is:-

tflyac killer-whale tafiyac 

The long -?:- and the short -a- of the stem are the exact reverse 
of what would be expected (*tatf,yac, cf. tatig11a:p" above). 

Type XXIV. Reduplicating Syllable: cv; stem: features 
5a, 4b. 

tc!atcfaatfan" mouse tc!atc!it!1,n" (-i- pal-
atalized form of - A-, 

reduced from -aa-) 
The diminutive, as often, is based on the unreduplicated 

stem abstracted from the already reduplicated simplex. 

Type XXV. R eduplicating Syllable: cv; stem: features 5a, 2 b 

Two sub-types are to be recognized, depending on the treat
ment of the last vowel of the stem. 

Sub-type XXV a. Diminutive features la, 5a, 2b :-
l6"0b9m' small clam l0l9b9'm' 
k!(Jy9k9Wn fisherman klok!9y9k9Wn'' 

Sub-type XXV b. 
xaa'wa fur seal 
saa'ba' mussel 

Diminutive features le, 5a, 3a, 2b :
xaxAwa'a 
SaSAba'a 

tc! e' ad9 dog tc! e' atc!ido'9 (-i- pala-
talized from -A-, re
duced from -e' a-) 

In the last example -e'a is treated as a reduplicating long vowel. 
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Type XXVI . Reduplicating Syllable: cv; stem: feature 5b. 

Three sub-types are to be recognized, according to whether 
the stem undergoes no further change or is further modified. 

Sub-type XXVI a. Diminutive features le, 5b:-
s6sin' mouth diminutive sossin' 
pi aql Adatc goose pf apl qi Adatc 
ti'haadan' chief's wife tit'Mdan' 
SOpAdatC tail SOuSpAdatc 
XWllSAbai soapberry bush XWaXusaba,i 
tt:pusal tonguE' tN:pusal 
osa'i huckleberry bush 'o' Asa'i (-'os- cannot 

be further reduced 
than -' As-) 

mf!xal bear mi'mExal (-E- is mere-

sip!.4.min' shinny stick 
mitali beaver-tooth die 

ly glide) 
stisp!Amiin• 
mi'm(1)tali (-I- IS 

merely glide) 
kvtikvayu oar kvfi'kvfkvayu 
si'•q~t' dug hole, well si'isq~t' 

"Bear," "shinny stick," "beaver-tooth die," and "oar," 
which have short stem-vowels, are perhaps better listed with 
type X. 

Sub-type XXVI b. Diminutive features le, 5b, 3c:-
k{JusAd' star kok'sid' 

Sub-type XXVI c. Diminutive features le, 5b, 5a, 3a:-
tle/•'de•qwai salmon-berry bush t!et!dA.qwai 

Type XXVII. Reduplicating Syllable: cv; stem: f eatures 
5 b, 4 b. 

ttaaqfat' mountain tt at! qfeif 

Type XXVJIJ. Reduplicating Syllable: cv; stem: features 5b 
(or a), 3a, 2a. 

taaqfwa' devil-fish 
dj(j,'adja' tree 

tat'qlwa'a 
djadjidj(j,' a (-i- pal

atalized from - A- , 

reduced from -a'a-) 
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Type XXIX. Reduplicating Syllable: ea. 

Two sub-types have been found illustrated, each represented 
by but one example in the material obtained. 

Sub-type XXIX a. Diminutive features lf, 3c, 2b:-
L{i' Am' cockle 

Sub-type XXIX b. 
kwudjak'" trout 

diminutive LdLii'im" 

Diminutive features lf, 3b, 2a:
kwakwa' adjak'" 

Type XXX. Reduplicating Syllable: ea; stem: feature 3f. 

Two sub-types may be recognized, the second with further 
modification of the stem. 
Sub-type XXX a. Diminutive features lg, 3f :-

qfwA'ix wood q!waq!wtt'adjix (-dj-
< *-y-, glide be
tween -a' a_ and -i -). 

Sub-type XXX b. Diminutive features lg, 3f, 3c:-
djigYin' song ( < *djAwAn') djadjaagvfo' 

Type XXXI. Reduplicating Syllable: cv'v; stem: feature 5b . 

salt'" woman 
LM'al'o'm' wolf 

sa' aslt'" girl 
Lftt'aL!l'o'm' 

Type XXXII. Reduplicating Syllable: c9; stem: feature 4c. 

Two sub-types, each represented by one example, are found, 
the second involving a further change of stem. 
Sub-type XXXII a. Diminutive features li (perhaps rather 1 

d), 4c:-
to'mic man tQta'amic boy 

Sub-type XXXII b. Diminutive features li, 4c, 3d:-
Lf Ams house Lf9Lftt'amiis 

D·iminutive in -al, -9l. 

Besides forming diminutives by means of reduplication and 
internal stem change, Comox can also make diminutives of 
animal nouns by means of a suffix -ol(t'") or -9l(t'") . Some of 
the diminutives in -ol(t'") or -9l(t'" ) are nouns whose simplex is 
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already reduplicated (cf. reduplicated nouns which form no 
reduplicated plural), yet not all. Of those formed from unre
duplicated nouns, some have diminutive reduplication at the 
same time, others not. By an interesting phonetic law of 
rhythmic balance -ol(t'") is suffixed to etems whose last vowel 
ii:: short, -9l(t'") to those whose last vowel is long. The examples 
obtained of the suffix are:-

1. -ol(t'") 
h~wAq?n' swan 
mi'•mau cat 
q!aik'" eagle 

qe'n'qen' duck 
ts!itsq!e'•nas chicken hawk 
tc! eqx robin 

sd'an' cohoe salmon 

xop'xop' humming bird 
gViigy;;_i panther 

diminutive h(}waqJ.dol 
mi'•min'ol 

{
qMikol 
qf?qf Auq!aikol 

little eagles 
Q(}(jA'ddol 
ts!Usq!e'•nasolt'" 
tc!'itc! eqxtc! eqolt'" little 

robins 
J sfa'adol 
l sts9s9' ddol plur. 
xop'xopolt'" 
gYfigY'i,yii,l 

The last two seem irregular as regards rhythmic balance; 
perhaps they were respectively misheard for *xop'x9polt'" and 
*gViiguj,yul. -ol has also been found in mim"im'ol k'" mdmstco'm 
"little mink." 

2. -9l (t'") 
hO'mhO'm blue grouse 
qwaqum?,is marten 
qw.AsAm woolly grouse 
ts!i':y"ts!i;p" fish-hawk 
kwa'kwa'adj9' grey-squirrel 

hO'mho'm9l 

qw~q'"se•m9l 

ts !i' ;p"ts!i;pw 9l 
kwa' kwa' adj 9l 
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V. DOUBLY REDUPLICATED DIMINUTIVE PLURALS 
OF NOUNS. 

The plurals of diminutives are, as a rule, doubly reduplicated, 
the first reduplicating syllable expressing the diminutive idea, 
the second that of plurality; the first reduplicating syllable is 
almost invariably of diminutive type, the second of plural type. 
Hence diminutive plurals are morphologically, and psycholo 
gically, diminutivized plurals, not pluralized diminutives. 
While they may be said, on the whole, to be formed from the 
plural of the simplex, the diminutive singular has often influence 
on the form of the diminutive plural, both as regards the inner 
stem changes and the vowel of the reduplicating syllable. Thus 
diminutive plurals may be said to combine, roughly speaking, 
the characteristics of both the plural and diminutive of the 
simplex. In order better to understand the formation of the 
diminutive plural and to assist in cross-referencing, the types to 
which the non-diminutive plural and the diminutive singular 
belong will be indicated in the following lists. 

Type I . Reduplicating Syllable: ce; followed by plural of simplex. 

The reduplicating syllable is analogous to that of diminutive 
types X, XI, XII, XIII, XIV, and XV. According to whether 
or not the remaining part of the word is somewhat modified 
from the plural of the simplex, sub-types may be recognized. 

Sub-type I a. Plural of simplex unchanged:-
LfikuinAs heart plur. I. dim. v. dim. plur. Lfi'LfEk'-

ts!ox6" 0 codfish <lit. 
L!A.xwa!i dog-salmon <lit. 
Lfp7,'ts!a'a yellow cedar 

bark basket <lit. 
tc!eq"' robin 

aL leggings 
lcupuum7,u:pu hill 

no plur. 
(type 1 implied 
in dim. plur.) 

1. (or v1.) 
<lit. 

xa 
<lit . 

<lit. 
x b. 

LfikuinAs 
ts!Us! oxts! 6x6' 0 

Lffa! axLf Axwa'i 

LfiLf Ap' Lf A.pUs!a'a 

tc!Uc! eq"'tc! eqolt'u 

XII. ~'aL'aL 

xm a. kw"ilcup'kup-'i,it' 
(with -'i,it' afl in 
diminutive singu
lar) 
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plur. dit. dim. xxvr a. dim. plur. kufikuN
k11' ku !ik11ayu 

s'isip! sip! am'i.in' 

qw~qumqwaqumiis 

sip! Amin' shinny-stick <lit. dit. 
qwiiqumiis marten no plur. -9lt'" 

(type r, based 
on stem-form of 
unreduplicated 
simplex, im-
plied in dim. 
plur.) 

xaapf baby basket II a. 
t! a' abuxwai goose-

berry bush dit. 
laq!wainqp' cedar-

bark mat dit . 
Lfaaqfwai fish-gill dit. 
k! tJqdotfq porpoise dit. 
ts!amuql cloud dit. 
mitali beaver-tooth 

die dit. 
m?!xal bear n a. 

s~•q(}t' well dit. 
tJsa'i huckleberry 

bush dit. 
SOpAdatc tail 
to'mic man 
g11aad7,im slave 

dit. 
dit . 
xr. (aside 

from gvfl- belongs 
to II b.) 

yilxai'i pack-basket II b . 
tc!atcf(latfan'' mouse dit. 
ko"sAd' star dit. 
p!~gvai halibut rn b. 

~lqai'i snake 
50138-5 

no plur. 
(type m b im
plied in dim. plur. ) 

VI. 

xa. xexA.p! xaapf 

x c. t!it! Amt! A.buxwai 

XIII a. lilAqfulaq!wain9p' 
dit. LfiLf Aqf" Lf{i,aqfwai 

XXIII. kfwikfwAd" kf {jqdQifq 

dit. ts!its! Amts! amuc;,l 

XXVI a. rni imAi'mi'itali 

XXVI a. miimA.xEmixal 
(-E- is glide) 

dit. sis,tq' se"q(}l' 

dit . '~'As' osa'i 
dit. s'isAp'so"pAdatc 

XXXII a. tUAmto' 9mic 
XXIII . gueguidgv(ladfiim 

(based on -gYidg11(i,a_ 
diim of plur.) 

xxr a. y'iyix1yaxai'i 
XXIV. tcf'itcfit'tcf aatf tin" 
XXVI b . kwi ikwisko"SAd' 

x a. pHpfoupf(}gvai 
-ul gv'iig11ugY7,ig11t• 

XXIII. 'e' A.l' 9lqai'i 



sd'idjA' leaf 
djfl! 0 dja' tree 

t1ip · i':i;" hole 

plur. VIII. 

irregular 

IX. 
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dim. xxII b. dim. plur. s'is'isd'f,djA• 
XXVIII. djedj'idj{1,'adja' 

(built on plur. of 
type VIII) 

x a. yeyip'yip · 'i;;p" 
(built on plur. of 

type I) 

Sub-type I b. Plural of simplex modified by diminutive 
feature 3a, c, or d :-

djidis tooth 
Lfpatf,l bag 
djicin • foot 
lA.q! AS mountain

goat blanket 
L!A.q!acin'' mocca

sin 

t!Ak9m" beaver 
tf6'mt' paddle 
waxaats!i pipe 
t(i,aqfwa' devil-fish 

djiguin • song 

I. 

dit. 
dit. 

dit. 
dit. 

I. 

II a. 
dit. 
dit. 

III b. 

I b. 
x b. 
dit. 

XIII b. 
dit. 

XIX b. 
xx b. 

XXI b. 
XXVIII. 

xxx b. 

dj'idjiddjidi•s 
LtiLf Ap'Lf A.patU 
djidjisdjiein' 

lilAqflJ..qfis 
LfeL! AqfL!A.q!acin' 
(-in' misheard for 

-in'l ?) 
t!WAk'"t! A.kwim' 
t!'it! Amt!fJ"bN' 
wiwA.xwaxaatsfi' 
tUA' q'taaqfwa' 
(-' q' misheard for 

-q! ?) 
djidjudjigYin • 

Sub-type I c. Plural of simplex modified by diminutive 
feature 5a :-

l6ko9min bailer 
t?/haadan' chief's 

wife 

v. 
VI. 

xx1 c. liluk'lok99min 
xxv1 a. tUahtihaadan' 

Sub-type I d. Plural of simplex modified by diminutive 
feature 2b :-

l6" 0 b9m' small clam 
k!(iy9k9Wn fisher

man 

II b. 

VIII. 

xxv a. l'iliml6" 0b9'm' 

dit. k!wUc!w'ik! QyQkQ-
biin'' 
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Sub-type I e. Plural of simplex modified by diminutive 
feature 4b:-

lf{i'aqfat' mountain plur. II a. dim. xxvIII. 

dim. plur. t!et!Aqftft;,aqfe't' 

Sub-type I f. Plural of simplex modified by diminutive 
features 3b, 2a, 3c :-

kumaqin' sea-lion I. x b. kwtkumkwt;,a'maqtn' 

A couple of aberrant diminutive plurals with ce- are given 
under type II f. 

Type II. Reduplicating Syllable: cf}; followed by plural of 
simplex. 

The reduplicating syllable is analogous to that of diminutive 
types I, 11, III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX. Sub-types are 
to be recognized here as in type I. 

Sub-type II a. Plural of simplex unchanged:-

qwA.dt•s hump-
backed whale I. I a. qw~qwAd · qwAdtis 

qo"'a'' hemlock dit. dit. qwiqoqo"' a'i 
'dwak'" tobacco dit. dit. 'fl'Au'dwak'" 
xApa'' red cedar dit. v . Xl}XAp'xA.pa'' 
q!dp!xwai oak dit. XIII a. qfl}q f Apfq!ap!xwai 
q'ta!abas wooden ball 

used in game II a. I a . qf}qAt'q'ta' abas 
qe'n'qen' duck dit. IX b. qeqAd·qen'' (based 

on unreduplicated 
simplex) 

qa'aqa' rush mat dit. XVI. qf}qAq'q{i'aqa' 
tot':p"lal necklace dit. XVI. tf,tA:p"tat':p"lal (re-

duplicating sylla-
ble for plurality 
based on unredu-
plicated form of 
simplex) 

50138-5! 
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qfaaLf land-otter plur. 
qfaasa' sea-otter 

II a.. dim. xvII a. dim. plur. qfl}qfALfqfaaLf 
dit. dit. qfl}q!Asqfaas (with 

loss of -a', as m 
dim. sing.) 

xaa'wa fur seal dit. 
saa'ba' mussel dit. 
xwasAbiii SOapberry 

bush dit. 
p!aq! Adatc goose dit. 

Lfa'al'o'm' wolf dit. 
ts! atc!ilbai spruce II b. 
kvackvac bluejay dit. 

sapiiXQS horn dit. 
ta' agva:-r;u fern III a . 
Mg119s chief III b . 
xaug11as grizzly bear v. 
Mq'saamin' pole for 

poling canoe VI. 
q!qa'ada ear VII. 
sidjaqo'p' basket 

hat YIII. 
tayac killer whale XI 

(plur. of type 
vrn implied in 
dim. plur.) 

xxvb. Xl}XAuxa'wa 
dit . sf,sAmsaa'ba' 

XXVI a. XWl}XW AsxwiiSAbiii 
dit . pfl}pf Aqfpf(J,aqf A-

date 
XXXI. Lfl}Lf AlL!a' al' o'm' 
VIII a. ts ! its! itc' tsf atc!ilbai 

x a. kYtikYj,ckYdc (based 
on unreduplicated 
form of simplex) 

XIX a. sj,sipsapax9s 
XXIII. tit9tti' ag"a:-r;u 

I C. h~hO"heig"QS 

xxa. xqxauxaug"as 

XIXa. hl}hdq' hl}q' saamin. 
I a. q!wqq! Qq! Qa' ada 

I a. sistsidjaqo'p' 
XXIII tj,tUaayac 

Sub-type II b. Plural of simplex modified by diminutive 
feature 3c or d :-
qAZ·qf warrior I. I b. ql}qAlqAli'•qf 
U.qf" bow dit. x.b. lilA.qfuli•qf" 
q!wAt · ?,itcin' hump-

back salmon dit . x c. qfwl}qfwAt'qfwA.-
t"iitcln' 

xA.ucin' bone dit. xd. xqXAUXAUcin' 
mdatc!in' louse II a. VIII C. mimAtc!maatc!in' 
as:-r;u hair seal dit. XXIII. 'q' As' asi:pu 
ta' agvin salmon spear III a. dit. tf,t9ta' agvin 
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Sub-type II c. Plural of simplex modified by diminutive 
features 3a or c, and 2b :-

x.AsAm box plur. 1. dim. vn. dim. plur. 

qw.ASAm woolly 
grouse 

qi .As' Adai buckskin 
shirt 

Lti' Am' cockle 

h~wAqf}n' swan 
mat!ai horse clam 
q/i'um' eye 

dit. 

dit. 
dit. (or VIII . ) 

II a. 
dit. 
v. 

VI. 

Xf}XASX.Asim' 

qwf}qusqusim'' 
(-qus- probably 
merely variant 
of -qwAs-) 

x1. ql£;ql Asq!As' ada'i 
XXIX a. LiL1}Lai'im'' (with 

irregular lengthen
ing of -i;- = -Ai- to 
-ai-) 

-ol h£;hAuMwaqen'' 
XI. mf}mAt!m/iatfa'i 

III . q£;q9q/i' om'' (-q9-
heard for -qau-, or 
perhaps for -qAu

reduced from-qau
-see type rn) 

Sub-type II d. Plural of simplex modified by diminutive 
feature 4a or b :-

paxai' creek 
qlak"" board 
sAq· .Ak'"' war-club 

I. 

dit. 
dit. 

v1. pj,p.Axpaxe'i 

xr1. ql£;qlak'"'qrn•k'"' 
xv. sj,s.Aq'sAq£;k'"' 

Sub-type II e. Reduplicating syllable of plural of simplex 
changed to cAu-:-

xa' a big clam I. II. Xf}XAUXa'A (note 
change of xa' a- to 
-xa'a, perhaps due 
to rhythmic anal-
ogy of dim. sing. 
X~XA'a' A) 

qlaik',. eagle VIII. -ol qi f}ql A uqMik-ol 
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These strange diminutive plurals can hardly be explained 
otherwise than as formed by analogy of such diminutive plurals 
as X(lXAuxa'wa "little fur seals,'' x~xauxaug11as "little bears,'' 
and x~XAUXAucin' "little bones,'' where -XAtt-(-xau-) is etymo
logically justified. The parallelism of xd'a "big clam" and 
xaa'wa' "fur seal" seems particularly plausible. 

Sub-type I I f. Plural of simplex modified by diminutive 
feature 4c (for convenience of comparison one form with ce is 
included):-

m'ibai wild cherry 
bush 

qe'wAx steel-head 
salmon 

w~u yellow cedar 

plur. r (or VIII). dim. XIII a. dim. plur. 
t!et! Amt!a' abai 
(really belongs to 
type 1; based on 
reduplicated plu
ral of type II) 

II. XVII b. 
q(lqAuqa'ag11e!x 
(-g11e•x as in dim. 
sing.) 

YIII. I b. tf,t9tli'ayf,~u (W~u 

> *tf,yf,~", tf,- being 
modified to ta' a- ; 
-tQ-, cf. type n e, 
is peculiar and is 
probably due to 
analogy of tf,t9t{J,' -
agva~" ' ' lit t 1 e 
ferns") 

Another diminutive plural with erratic -Q- vowel (in both 
reduplicating syllable for plurality and stem) belonging to 
type 1, is:-

sd'an' cohoe sal
mon 

I. xnr a. sis9s9' dd-i5l 

The material at hand does not permit to see what analogies 
have operated here. 
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Type III. Reduplicating Syllable: C?; reduplicating vowel of 
plural of simplex shortened. 

A new feature is here introduced, the shortening of the long 
reduplicating vowel characteristic of the plural. Sub-types 
are here also to be recognized. 

Sub-type I I I a. 
i;op'xop' hum

ming bird 

M,agvetfa herring 
M,adak"" skin 
qa'ya• water 
xa' a . idatc stump 

sa'yal lake 

Plural of simplex not otherwise modified:-
plur. 1. dim. -olt"' dim. plur. 

(type 
plied 
plur.) 

xw?xfJp'xo"p' (bas
ed on unredupli
cated simplex) 

III b. XX b. lf,l9lflagvetfa 
III b. XXIII. l?l9l{i,adak'" 
VIII. VIII a. q?q?qa'ya• 
I. VIII b. X?X?xd' aidatc 
VIII Im-
Ill dim . 

VIII . VIII C. sf,sf,sa' yal 
ldidatctAn woman's dit. xxb. lf,lf,laidatctA1' 

cedar-bark skirt 

Sub-type I II b. 
feature 2a:
tcayac hand 

Plural of simplex modified by diminutive 

VIII. IX a. tcitcjlca' 11ac 

Sub-type III c. Plural of simplex modified by diminutive 
features 2a, and 3b or f :-

say a' ada neck 
kwudjak'" trout 

VIII . 

dit. 
VIII b. sf,sf,sa'ya'ada 

xxix b. kwf,kwf,kwa'adjak'• 

Sub-type I II d. Plural of simplex modified by diminutive 
features 4a and 2a :-

xa' adjaic stone VIII. IX b. xexexa' adje' ic 
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Type IV. Reduplicating Syllable: ce; followed by simplex. 

It seems that a reduplicating syllable with e tends to be 
considered the morphological equivalent of double reduplication 
(see plural type X, diminutive type XVI), in this case of combined 
diminutive and plural reduplication. Various sub-types are to 
be recognized, according to whether the reduplicating syllable 
is followed by the unmodified (or modified) simplex, the modified 
form characteristic of the diminutive, or by a form still further 
modified. 

Sub-type IV a. Simplex unchanged:-

p!e'ixai alder 

LI.A.ms house 
m{/9s hand 

plur. 1. 

(or vm). 

dit. 
no plur. 

dim. XIII a. dim. plur. 
p!ep!e'ixai 

XXXII b. Lfe'•L!Ams 
I a. me'm9'9s (may 

also be considered 
as belonging to 
type IV b) 

Sub-type IV b. Simplex modified by diminutive feature 5a:-
tc!e'ad9 dog II b. xxvb. tc!e'tc!in'am' (ir-

regular in that -9 
of stem is dropp
ed; with -am' cf. 
perhaps -a'm of 
djadjul'm 'trees') 

Sub-type IV c. Reduplicating vowel of diminutive changed 
toe:-
xwdxwadjo'm' fly 

(dim. in form) 
qwi•qw{i,atf Ala' k' butterfly 

(dim. in form) 
mA.qsrn' nose 
kwd' am coiled 

storage basket 
q!wdt ·Am river 
H~"sal tongue 

I. 

dit . 
dit. 
II b. 

Xwe'•xwAdjo'm' 

qwe•qw(i,atJ Ala' k' 

Iv. kwe'•kwi'im' 
xvIII. q!we'•q!wat · im' 

xxvI a. te'·t~"sal 
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Sub-type IV d. Reduplicating vowel of diminutive changed 
to e; stem further modified by diminutive features 5a and 3c :-

q!wA.'ix wood plur. I. dim. xxxa. dim. plur. 
q!we'•qfwadjix 

Sub-type IV e. Reduplicating vowel of diminutive changed 
to e; stem further modified by diminutive feature 5b :-

satsf Am tyee sal
mon 

II a . XXII a. 
se'•stsfi'm' 

Type V. Reduplicating Syllable: ce; followed by plural of 
simplex modified by diminutive features 5a and 3a :-

t!e'•'de•qwai salmon- plur. II a. 
berry bush 

dim. xxv1 c. dim. plur. 

sosin' mouth II b. 

t!e't! Ant! An' qwai 
(-e•- is lost, cf. 
diminutive feature 
5 b) 

XXVI a. se's9ssin' 

VI. MISCELLANEOUS LINGUISTIC MATERIAL. 

NUMERALS. 

1. pa'a 
2. sa'a 
3. tcalas 
4. mos 
5. styatc?s 
6. t!dxam (or-ab) 
7. tsf o'utc'i,is 
8. ta' atc'i,is 
9. tigYj,":p" 

10. op·an 

11. op· an haik'" pa'a 
20. s1mcya'a 
30. tcanau:p"cya' a 
40. mQsalcya'a 
50. s~yatsf alcya' a 
60. t!dxamalcya'a 
70. ts!otci'alcya'a 
80. ta' atc~salcya' a 
90. tigYf:pwalcya' a 

100. Csa'Yftc 

2000 is saba t'sfJ.'ag11j,tc or sa'a Cs{t'ag11j,tc. 

200. sa'mftc 
300. tea' adagYftc 
400. mQsa'agYftc 
500. Sl}atsa' agvj,tc 
600. t! axama' ag11ftc 
700. tsfotc~sa'ag11ftc 

800. ta' atcfsa' ag11ftc 
900. tig11i:,;wa' ag11j,tc 

1000. t'sa' ag11ftc 
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Numerals with classifying suffixes, referring to class of objects 
counted, are:-

People 

I. mpa'a 

2. stlii'a 

3. tcaldvi 

4. 1"QSliVi 

5. stvatsavi 

6. t!azamavi 

7. t•f 6tcj,sli.vi 

8. ta'dtcisavi 

9. Uo•t:i;wavi 

10 . . ~panavi 

Canoes 

natc!d.0 g11il 

•d.bag•il 

tcdda•u•il 

m6saul 

•tvat•a•a•il 
t!dzamaaq 11il 

Fathoms Houses Dollaro 

aatcftJu;utal natcta~au~· pc!Q' QB 

sAmtal sd'abaut;• ~dQ'Qa 

tcadd"'+"tiil tcd0 dnut;w tcclla•Q• 

mosdltiil m6saut+ M m tJ.sQS 

•tvatsaUat s~vatsaut;• ~val•Q• 

The series for "dollars" refers, properly speaking, to round 
objects, including such objects as heads and turnips. 

BonY-PART SUFFIXES. Examples of body-part "substanti
vals,'' as they have been termed by Boas, which occur only in 
composition (better perhaps derivation), are:-

head: pdq. e•q•wan' white-headed 
tcf,x. e•q•wan' red-headed 

(or -ad') 
hand: pdq'o'udja' white-handed 

tcixo'"dja' red-handed 
eye: pdq · aqs white-eyed 

pdq'paq·aqs white-eyed (plur.; refers to several persons 
or to two eyes of one person) 

tclxaqs red-eyed 
tclxtcixaqs red-eyed (plur.) 

nose: ts! atsfe•miq'" red-nosed 
pdq'e'•q'" white-nosed 
t! dt'ts! a' amiq'" nose bleeds 

foot: pdq'cin' white-footed 
pdq'paq'cin' white-footed (plur.) 

With these contrast independent use of "ear" m pdq'paq' 
qi qa' ada "white ears." 



PossEssrvE AND SUBJECTIVE PRONOUNS. Only very frag
mentary data were secured on Comox pronouns. I do not 
consider them as particularly reliable. 

tAtsr mt/ QS my head 
tAn mt/ QS your head 

tA mt/9ss his head (visible) 

ku m6' Qss his head (invisible) 

tAmsi mt/ QS our heads 
IA m{J'9sap' your 

(plur.) heads (vis
ible) 

ku m{/9sap' your 
(plur.) heads (in
visible) 

tA and ku are articles implying visibility and invisibility respect
ively. Possessive pronouns modifying verb subjects are:-

'a tsr mt/ QS my head is sore ('a' to be sore) 
'a' tAn mf/ QS your head is sore 
'a• tA m{J' QSS his head is sore 
'a tA mQ' QSS tA d1lt'"' the woman has headache (literally. sore 

the her-head the woman) 

Possessive pronouns modifying verb objects are:-

tc'k!udA wad tsr mQ' QS I see my head 
tc'k!udAxwad das mQ'Qs I see your head 
tc' k!udAxwad dA mQ' QSS I see his head 
tc'k!udAxwad das t<fiitcayac I see your hands 
tc'k!udAxwad dA t<fiitcayacs I see his hands 

Subjective pronominal suffixes are:-

tttc ti5'mic I am a big man (Vi big) 
tt'atc'"' ti5'mic you are a big man 
tt'" to'mic he is a big man 
tfadjan salt'"' I am a big woman 
tfadjau:,;" salt'"' you are a big woman 
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VII. COMPARATIVE NOTES ON SALISH NOUN 
REDUPLICATION. 

This is not the place to enter into anything like a systematic 
comparative treatment of Salish reduplication, the more so as the 
phonetics of most of the material available for comparison are 
not such as to allow one to make definitive classifications of plural 
and diminutive types (this remark applies particularly to vocalic 
quantity and glottal stops, both of which, as we have seen, are 
important for our present purpose). Certain facts of a compara
tive nature, however, come out quite clearly and may be briefly 
noted here. 

PLURAL REDUPLICATION. It is evid~nt that all Salish lang
uages make use, like Comox, of different types of plural reduplica
tion. Both types I and II are plentifully illustrated and are 
without doubt the fundamental Salish processes. Examples of 
type I are:-

Bella Coola s-tn tree 

Tcil'Q~uk !J-kwomai dog 
(Cowichan group) 

Shuswap sk·aqa dog 

Okanagan 
Thompson River 

mountain 

noqonuq woman 
s-k· EltEm~Q man 
s-k·um 

s-nukoa friend 
s-koum crumpled 

Examples of type II are:-

Nanaimo s-pal raven 
s-talo river 

plur. s-tntn1 (s-, as 
often in Salish, is 
prefix) 

s-kwomkwomdi2 

s-k·aqk·aqa3 

noqnoqonuq3 
s-k

0

Elk
0

EltEm~Q4 

s-k·umk·um5 

s-nukEnukoa5 

s-koumkoums 

!J-pElpa'l6 

s-tElta'lo6 

1 F. Boas, The Salish Lanouaoe• of British Columbia, Report of British Association for 
the Advancement of Science, 1890, 6th Report on the Northwestern Tribe• of Canada, p. 
127. 

2 C. HiU-Tout, ReJ?ort of British Association for the Advancement of Science, 1902, 
Report on tbe Ethnological Survey of Canada, p. 20. 

•F. Boas, ibid., p. 131. k ' is here and in other forms equivalent to onr q; q to' our ::; 
Q to our~; tl to our l (and L); tl' to our LI. 

• Ibid., p. 135. 
' F. Boas, Report of British Association for the Advancement of Science, 1898 12th 

and Final Report on the Northwestern Tribes of Canada, p. 28. ' 
•F. Boa•, Report B.A.A.S., 6th Report on N.W. Tribes, p . 129. 
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Okanagan 
Thompson River 
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s-kdpk'mi head plur. 

k'est bad 

s-k 'elQ Indian 
cdEnQ stone 
s-pam camp fire 
s-nikidp coyote 

s-QuasU to walk 

s-k'gpkdpqEn1 (prob
ably misprint for 
-kEpkapk'En) 

ky'Eskest1 (probably 
misprint for -k'est) 

s-k'Elk 'elQ2 

cEncdEnQ3 

s-pEmpdm3 

s-n1,knikidp3 (-1,- is 
very open and short, 
-i- is close and equi
valent to our -f,-; 
hence type nb) 

s-QUSQuasU3(type II c) 

An interesting Thompson River example of type II is:-
cirdp t ree cipcirdp3 

An example of type III (reduplicating -Aw- contracted to - Q

or -i5-), but with retained -w- (Comox -gY-) is:-
Okanagan tEtuwet boy t6tui l 4 (based on unre-

duplicated form of 
simplex ; final vowel 
of stem apparently 
shortened) 

This example follows type III b. As illustrating diversity of 
usage in the treatment of the same stem in different Salish 
languages, compare with this:-

Lower Lillooet tu'u"wut' boy t'lf,tu'u"wut' 5 (-'I!-- is short 
and close) 

This follows type III a, besides which the stem itself seems to 
differ markedly in regard to vocalic quantity and rhythm from 
the cognate Okanagan stem. Shuswap agrees better with 
Okanagan:-

tuweut boy tutuweut6 

1 l bid., p. 131. 
' I bid., p. 135. 
3 F . Boas, Report B.A.A.S., 12th Report on N.W. Tribes, p. 28 . 
4 F . Boas, Report B.A.A.S., 6th Report on N.W. Tribes, p . 135. 
& Some Lower Lillooet linguistic material was obtained in January, 1912, from I nace 

Jacob (Indian name Yisp). 
6 F . Boas, ibid., p. 131. 
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It would seem that type VII, which is only sporadically repre
sented in Comox, is more typically developed in Interior Salish. 
Examples are:-

Shuswap 

Thompson River 

Lower Lillooet 

Note also:
Nanaimo 

tsitQ house 
g'i~ia old woman 
tcitQ house 
s-tsuk· picture 
s-k"tik"qa dog 
s-pEZUZO bird 

s-kikElflQoa musk-

plur. tsitsUQ1 

gigi~ia1 

tcitcttQ2 

s-tsutsuk·2 

s-k· ak· {J,k" qa1 

s-pEpEzuzo2 (this form, 
however, may really 
be diminutive plural, 
s-pEzuzo being dimin
utive, with final re
duplication, of s-pEz~ 

"animal,'' whose plu
ral is normally form
ed: s-pEzpEzo, 2 type I) 

rat s-kikikEldQoa2 

tctt"'q; house tcf,tctt'uq;3 
qo'q water qoqo'q3 

k"unes whale 
(i.e. qun~s) 

k. okutnis4 (probably mis
print for -k·utnis) 

It is interesting to contrast with this plural (qoqwtnis in our 
orthography) Comox qwAd'qwA.di;s humpbacked whales ( <qwAn
qwA.nfa) of type I. Here again we see the tendency for different 
Salish languages to form the plural of the same stem according 
to different types. 

Type IX also is illustrated outside of Comox. Examples are:-

Nanaimo 

Tcil'Qeuk 
1 ibid., p. 131. 

lalEm house 
wuqas frog 

mela son 

lalalEm4 

hauw~qas4 (-u- presum
ably glide; haw- dis

similated from *waw-?) 
mflmela5 

'F. Boas, Report B .A.A.S., 12 Report on N.W. Tribes, p . 28. 
•Obtained from Ignace J acob. 
•F. Boas, R eport B.A.A.S., 6th Report on N.W. Tribes, p. 129. 
•C. Hill-Tout, R eport B.A.A.S., 1902, E$hnological Survey of Canada, p. 20. 
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Type X is illustrated in:-

Nanaimo k'{J,k'En post plur. k'alak'En1 (a is 
apparently our e) 

The last example, with its inserted -la-, shows also another 
method of plural formation, one not found, at least as far as 
can be judged from available material, in Comox. Other 
examples of this inserted -l(a)- are:-

Nanaimo 

Tcil'Qeuk 

ha'pet deer 
tcitdek'an mink 
spak'Em flower 
k"ami maid 
stEk~yu horse 
ytisuk hat 

hala'pEt2 (type IX) 
tciletclek'an2 (type VII) 
spalak'Em1 

k''{J,lami3 

stElEk~yu3 

yalsuk3 

There seem to be still other types of plural formation in 
Salish that are not represented in the Comox material given in 
this paper. One of these is to prefix -A- (Boas and Hill-Tout 
write -E-) , which may be palatalized to+, to the stem. Examples 
of this type are:-

Nanaimo 
Tcil'Qeuk 

s-m~yEi; deer 
s-w~Eka man 

s-Em~yei;4 

s-'iw~Eka3 (-A- palata
lized to+, -'i- by s-?) 

This type is perhaps a reduced form of another one that occurs 
with some frequency, reduplication with CA-. Examples are:-

Tcil'Qeuk 

Shuswap 

UllEm house 
s-malt stone 
la good 

lEldlEm3 

s-mEmdlt3 

lEla6 

Nanaimo laUllEm "houses," as compared with Tcil'Qeuk 
lElUlEm, suggests, in turn, that CA-reduplication is reduced from 
ea-reduplication (type IX). Tcil'Qfok yEs"iiim "chiefs"3 from 
sUlm may be dissimilated from *sEs'iflm (or does y- reduplicate 
-'i- of stem?). Vocalic changes (e to i5 and a) are illustrated in:-

Tcil'Qeuk S-WeEkfltl boy Wi5Ekatl3 

•,F. Boas, Report B.A.A.S., 6th Report on N.W. Tribes, p. 129. 
% ibid., p 128. 
a C. Hill-Tout, Report B.A.A.S., 1902, Ethnolo~ical Survey of Canada, p. 20. 
• F . Boas, Report B.A.A.S, 6th Report on N.W. Tribe•, p. 128. 
' Ibid., p. 131. 
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s-w~wilus youth s-wawilus1 (this may 
be considered, how
ever, as formed from 
unreduplicated sim
plex according to 
Type IX) 

With the latter example compare Comox w~"wal9s "young 
men" from w~'wal9s. 

To sum up, it is clear that there are a number of wide-spread 
Salish methods of forming the plural, which may, however, at 
last analysis turn out to be capable of reduction to Type I (of 
which Type II may be a reduced form). It is conceivable that 
sub-types, which have developed in particular cases from this 
by secondary phonetic processes (cf., e.g., Comox Types III and 
VIII), set the pace for new purely analogical, not etymologically 
justifiable, forms, so that now any one Salish language exhibits 
great irregularity. Certain of these secondary types seem to be 
favo ured in one language, others in another, so that, as we have 
seen, the same stem is sometimes differently treated in different 
languages. To unravel the history of reduplicated (and other) 
plurals in Salish, however, requires a far more abundant body of 
material, for purposes of comparison, than has as yet been made 
accessible. 

DIMINUTIVE REDUPLICATION. The last remark applies even 
more forcibly to the study of Salish diminutive formations, for 
here there is a still greater variety of types represented. Avail
able comparative data are quite scanty, so that only a few 
points can here be referred to. The most consistently carried 
out difference between plural and diminutive reduplication in 
Salish is that in the former the first two consonants of the stem 
(though not infrequently only the first) are reduplicated, while 
in the latter only the first is reduplicated, never also the second. 
At the same time there is a marked tendency, as in so many 
Comox examples, for vocalic reduction of the stem. Redupli
cation with e- vowel seems also characteristic of many forms; 
also breaking of stem vowel and umlaut of a to 1;3 or e seem 
to be found. 

Some of the types represented, outside of Comox, are:-
1 C. Hill-Tout, Report B.A.A.S. , 1902, Ethnological Survey ol Canada, p. 20 
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Type X. 
Nanaimo ldlBrn house diminutive UlEm 1 

(based on unredupli-
cated simplex) 

Okanagan HeHOIEm little girl2 

(H =our xu) 
Type XII. 

Nanaimo wuqas frog weweqas3 

Type XIX a. 
Nanaimo k'akEn post k'akk'En3 

Type XXI a. 
Shuswap pasitlkua lake papsitlkua4 

Thompson River s-nukoa friend nunkoa1 

Type XXIII . 
Tcil'Qeuk s-talo river S-tatElo5 

Nanaimo s-ta'lo river s-tatElo6 

Type XXVI a. 
Nanaimo s-pukEm flower s-papk'Em6 

Comparable perhaps to Comox Type XXX a is:-
Thompson River s-pee'tc s-pflpaats7 (-aa- =-a' a-

black bear (e =our e) ?) · 
Other diminutive types than those listed for Comox un

doubtedly exist in Salish. Among these is reduplication with 
CA- (cf. plural types above), as examples of which may be given :-

Thompson River c-meits deer c-m:Emeils8 

Tcil'Qeuk lillBm house lElilm9 (based on unre-
duplicated form of 
simplex; change of 
-E- to -a- is perhaps 
parallel to that of 
Comox - A - to -H 

1 F. Boas, Report B.A.A.S., 6th Report on N.W. Tribes, p. 129. 
2 C. Hill-Tout, Report on the Ethnology of the Okanak"fo of Briti•h Columbia, Journal of 

the Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, vol. XLI, 1911, p. 143. 
3 F. Boas, ibid. 
• Boas, ibid., p. 131. 
•C. Hill-Tout, Report B.A.A.S., 1902 ,Ethnological Survey of Canada, p. 20. 
' Boas, ibid., p. 129. 
'Boas, Report B.A.A.S., 12th Report on N.W. Tribes, p. 29 . 
' Boas, ibid. 
• Hill-Tout, ibid. 

50138- 6 
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Similar apparently to Comox type VII(but without diminutive 
feature 2a), except for its incomplete reduplication (loss of 
reduplicating consonant afters-, cf. plural types above), is:-

Tcil'Qeuk s-malt stone diminutive s-emElet1 

Reduplicating with cv-, and with breaking of stem-vowel, is:-
Thompson River kEs bad kEkEEs-t2 (? = -kA' As) 
This type may well exist in Comox, but not happen to be 

represented in the material collected. Such diminutive forms as 
Thompson River qEzuzum1,with interior reduplication, from 
qzum "large,'' and Thompson River spEyuzu1, with change 
of -z- to -y-, from spEzuzu "bird,'' are evidently representatives 
of very specialized types. Neither of these, so far as known, 
has a Comox counterpart. 

Judging from the analogy of Comox and from a few Interior 
Salish forms obtained by the writer, it seems very likely that 
glottal stops are frequently employed in Salish as diminutivizing 
elements, though this is not apparent from most of the material 
that has been published. Examples are:-

Upper Lillooet3 s-mulatc woman SE-m'km'letc girl 

Thompson River4 c-muldtc woman c-mu'm'latc 
(type XXVIa) 

Comparative data on diminutive plurals are too scanty to 
enable us to gather much of interest. Some Interior Salish 
forms obtained by the writer seem to indicate quite clearly 
that in those languages the diminutive plural is not, as in Comox, 
a diminutivized plural, but a pluralized diminutive; in other 
words, of the two reduplicating syllables, the first contains the 
first two consonants of the stem (plural type), the second syllable 
the first consonant only (diminutive type). Examples are:-

Upper Lillooet plur. s-mulmu'latc dim. sE-m'iim'letc girl 
women 

Thompson River c-mulmulatc 
women 

• Hill-Tout. ibid. 
2 Boas, ibid. 

dim. plural 
sE-mEl'm'Em'letc 

dim. c-mu'm'latc 
dim. pl. c-mElmu'm'latc 

3 Upper Lillooet forms were obtained in January, 1912, from Chief Jim (Indian name 
Aid21sq!t). B bas here been used to indicate very short obscure vowel of undefined quality. 

• Some Thompson River forms were obtained in January, 1912, from Chief Tetlenitsa. 
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This difference of treatment again indicates that in many 
respects each dialectic division of Salish has gone its own way 
in the use of morphologic features common to Salish generally. 
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