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CATALOGUE OF ONTARIO WELL SAMPLES 
AT THE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA, 

OTTAWA 

INTRODUCTION 

Drilling for oil and gas in southern Ontario commenced 
well before the turn of the present century and to date many thousands 
of borings, most of which are concentrated in the region west of the 
Niagara escarpment have resulted in discovery of a large number of 
oil and gas fields. Throughout much of this region the productive bed­
rock formations are concealed beneath a mantle of glacial overburden 
so that knowledge of their distribution, thickness, and lithologic 
character depends largely upon subsurface studies. Under these 
circumstances, rock cuttings resulting from drilling are essential to 
any geological work directed toward the search for additional reserves 
of oil and gas. 

This paper is a compilation of data concerning wells for 
which sample cuttings have been preserved and are available for study 
at the Geological Survey of Canada, 601 Booth Street, Ottawa, Canada. 
It includes all available data to June 1963. 

Although cuttings were recovered from a few of the wells 
drilled prior to the present century, most of the wells listed were 
drilled during the last twenty-five years. The list totals 4, 628 wells 
of which 1, 103 end in Devonian rocks, 2, 921 in Silurian rocks, 276 in 
Ordovician rocks, and 32 8 penetrate Cambrian or basement rocks. 

Many of the earlier samples were obtained from the Ontario 
Department of Mines through the courtesy of Colonel R. B. Harkness 
the former Ontario Natural Gas Commissioner. In more recent years 
and at present, they are obtained through the cooperation of Mr. W. D. 
Brittain, Director of Drilling and Production, Ontario Department of 
Energy Resources, Toronto. Considerable assistance in compiling the 
information was rendered by Messrs J. Bussiere, D. Gibson, and 
W. Reeve. Grateful acknowledgement is made to Mr. Dennis Sharp of 
the Ontario Department of Energy Resources for assistance in the 
final preparation and checking of the data. 
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The following abbreviations are used: 

BF ......................•...... 
BFLE ...•.....•..•.....•..•.... 
BRN .. . ..............• . .•..•.•. 
c ............................. . 
CG ..........•..... . ..... .... . .. 
CNR 
CPR •.....................•...• 
E ...•.. •..•• ......•...•...•...• 
EBR 
EBR 

ECR 

Broken Front 
Broken Front Lake Erie 
Bayfield Road North 
Cross Concession 
Caldwell Grant 
Canadian National Railway 
Canadian Pacific Railway 
East 
East of Bury Road 
East of Bell River Road 

East of Centre Road 

ED ..... . ......... . ....... . ...... Eastern Division 
EFG . .. ........ . .. ........•....•. East of Fairchild Creek 
EPR ...........•............•.... East of Plank Road 
ER ............ , ..•............• . East Range 
ETR, . . .•......................•. East Talbot Road 
FC . ..•...•..... . ........•..... , . Fronting Canborough 
FGR ... .......... .... ... . ...... . . Fronting Grand River 
F LH ......... , ..••............•.• Fronting Lake Hu:.:on 
FNC ....•......•.... . ..... • ..•.. . Fronting North C ayuga 
HRS ........... , ....... ... ...•.. • Huron Road Survey 
IR . .... . ..... ..... , .... . ..... , ... Indian Reserve 
LE ..••.......•................. , Lake Erie 
LES ......•..................•... Lake Erie Survey 
LF .•.....•..•..•.....•.. . .•...•. Lake Front 
LRE .................... . . , ...... Lake Range East 
LRW .•........•...•.... , ... •.. .. Lake Range West 
MC ..•.......... , ... . ..... . . . .. ,. Maitland Concession 
MIR •••...•..•..............•.... Moravian Indian Reserve 
N ....... ..• .................•... North 
NB ..... , ...• ..... . . , . ..•. .... . .. North Boundary 
NCD ..... .. .. ..... .. ... .. •....... North Centre Division 
NER . .... . ....... , . ... .. ....•... • North of Egremont Road 
NFC ..........•... • ......... , .... North of Fairchild Creek 
NFR .... . ..........•........ . ... , North of Forks Road 
NLR . .....•....... . .... ..•.. . .... North of Longwood Road 
NMR , .. . , .. , ..•........... . . , ... North of Middle Road 
NR ....... .. . . .•....... . ......... North R ange 
NRE ..........•.................. North Road East 
NRW ......... , . . ... . ......•...•. North Road West 
NTR ..•.......... . .....•........• North of Talbot Road 
RF .. , ..•.. ... . . ... ........... ..• River Front 
RIN .. ....................... .. .. R ange 1 North 
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R IS •....•...•..••.. . .. . ..•...•.• Range 1 South 
RR ..•••...••.......•...••...•... River Range 
S ... · ..•.....••..•..•...•..••..•. South 
SB ....•• .. ••..•.•.•..•..•.•..•... South Boundary 
SER •.......•..•....•......••..•. South of Egremont Road 
SFR •...•.•..•.•...•..•...•...••• South of Front Road 
SLR ..•...•..••..•...•• . .•..•.•.. South of Longwood Road 
SMR ....•..•....•..•.•...•......• South of Middle Road 
SSCR ...•...•.•••...•...•...••..• South of Stony Creek Road 
STR ...•.•.....• . ...•..•...•..•• ~ South of Talbot Road 
SUR ..•...•..........•...•..•...• South of Union Road 
Tp .•...•..•...••..•• . .•....•... . Township 
W ....•..•.. . ..••...•..••..•..•.. West 
WBS .•• . ••..•..•....•........•... West Boundary Survey 
WCR ..•....•....•..•....•.....•. West of Centre Road 

WCR .•. . ....•.....•..•....•..•.. West of Communication Road 
WD ••....•..•.•....•.•...•..•..•. Western Division 
WFC •...•..•..............•..•.. West of Fairchild Creek 
WLP ••.....•..••..•...•.....•..• West of Long Point 
WPR ••..•..•..•.......•.••••.... West of Plank Road 
WR ••...•....•..•....•.•....••... West Range 
WTR ....• . ..•...• . ..•...•...•• .• West Talbot Road 

NOTE: Coordinates (Coord.) refer to distance in feet from lot line or 
concession boundary, in the direction, North (N.), South (S . ), East 
(E.) or West (W.) as specified. In some instances, coordinates are 
measured from centre lot line (c/l.). 

Each of the numerical values listed under the headings, 
Coordinates, Elevation, Total Depth and Sampled Depth is expressed 
in feet. In all instances, Elevation is expressed in feet above datum; 
sea-level. 
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